
Columnists’ Corner:
Generally Speaking 
By Ted General

Common Sense 
By Jerry Kassar

Matter of Fact 
By Jay Brown

Focus on Bay Ridge
By Chuck Otey

INSIDE:

Local youths seek to make a difference
through Youth Pedestrian Task Force

ebrooklyn m
edia/Photo by Paula Katinas

Columns begin on page 23

VOLUME 67 NUMBER 22 • MAY 31-JUNE 6, 2019

STEPPING
FORWARD

SEE PAGE 2

Healthy
food pantry
opens in
Sunset 

SEE PAGE 14

SEE PAGE 10

Memorial Day marked in
Green-Wood Cemetery 

Local students 
salute military heros

SEE PAGE 13



2• EXTRA EDITION HOME REPORTER AND SPECTATOR  • Week of May 31 - June 6, 2019

BY PAULA KATINAS
PAULA@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

Leila Mullarkey’s family
knows first-hand the dangers
pedestrians face when they
cross the street in Bay Ridge.
“My mother got hit by a car 10
years ago, she told this news-
paper. “My brother got hit by
a car last year,” she added.

Her mother and brother sur-
vived their ordeals, but the
two incidents made Leila, a
student at Bay Ridge Prep,
eager to get involved in the
community and work toward
making streets safer.

“I want to be able to cross
the street with my friends and
not worry about getting
killed,” she said.

Leila is one of several local

students who have joined a
new task force organized by
state Sen. Andrew Gounardes
to focus on street safety for
children and teenagers.

The Youth Pedestrian Task
Force is an outgrowth of
another group, the Southern
Brooklyn Pedestrian Safety
Task Force, a panel of adults
Gounardes brought together
earlier this year in reaction a
spate of car crashes in the Bay
Ridge-Dyker Heights area.

Gounardes, a Democrat,
represents Bay Ridge, Dyker
Heights and several other
Southwest Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods. There were 3,312
car crashes in the area
between July 1, 2017, and
June 30, 2018. Even more
shocking, there were 17 car

crashes in the area in the
course of a single day, Jan. 14,
2019.

Like their adult counter-
parts, members of the youth
task force will be asked to
develop recommendations to
increase education about
street safety in an ongoing
effort to create safer road-
ways, but with a Gen Z twist.

“No child should be forced
to dodge cars while walking to
school,” Gounardes said in a
statement. “The Youth
Pedestrian Task Force will
bring the voices of our most
vulnerable citizens to the table
on the issue of pedestrian safe-
ty.” 

Bay Ridge Prep student
Ava Elfront, a task force mem-
ber, said it’s important for
young people to be involved.
“Kids are more likely to listen
to their peers than their par-
ents. We hope to find solutions
that can keep us safe and share
them with our generation,”
she stated.

The task force is already
brimming with energy and
ideas.

Preston Ferraiuolo, a Bay
Ridge resident who attends
Regis High School, said he’d
like to launch an education
campaign on social media to
urge young people to pay
attention to their surroundings
while crossing the street.

“We live in a world of tech-
nology. Social media is a great
way for us to get our message
across,” he told this newspa-
per.

Young people are often dis-
tracted by their electronic
devices, Preston said. “We
should be targeting these kids
and telling them not to wear
ear phones when they’re
crossing the street,” he said.

The campaign would also

include warnings to drivers. “I
think people should stay off
the phone while driving.
Phones are great, but I just
don’t think drivers should be
on them when they’re behind
the wheel,” he said.

Enforcement is also impor-
tant, he said, adding that driv-
ers should receive summonses
when they disobey traffic reg-
ulations.

Preston would also like to
see the city install countdown
clocks at additional intersec-
tions to let pedestrians know
how much time they have to
get across the street.

Leila called for the con-
struction of pedestrian islands
in the middle of wide road-
ways to give people a shorter
distance to cross the street and
to give motorists less room.
“At 86th Street and Fourth
Avenue, a lot of drivers speed.
I think a concrete island will
make them slow down,” she
said.

She also wants the city to
install more stop signs and
speed cameras on streets, and
not just in school zones.
Under a new state law based
on a bill sponsored by
Gounardes, the city will be

able to increase the number of
speed cameras in school zones
to 750.

Now is a good time to re-
think transportation issues,
Preston said.

“Things are changing.
Drivers have to share the
streets not just with pedestri-
ans but bike riders. Uber and
Lyft are changing public trans-
portation,” he said. “I’m just
afraid that when my genera-
tion learns how to drive, we
will be snapping selfies of
ourselves behind the wheel
instead of paying attention to
the road.”

BY PAULA KATINAS
PAULA@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

The new state law allowing
the city to install speed cameras
in as many as 750 school zones
takes effect July 11 and the de
Blasio administration is prepar-

ing for a massive expansion of
the street safety program.

Mayor Bill de Blasio
announced on Friday that the
Department of Transportation
will start installing new cam-
eras at a rate of about 40 per
month through the end of this

year. The pace of installations
will rapidly escalate in 2020,
when 60 cameras will be
installed per month.

The city is expected to
reach the maximum of 750
school zones by June of 2020.

“Our streets are about to get

a lot safer for our children. We
fought to expand our speed
camera program and we won
in Albany. Now it’s time to
rapidly scale up our program
to save lives and keep our kids
safe,” de Blasio said in a state-
ment.

“With this law change, we
will on July 11 double the
number of hours cameras are
operable — and in the months
ahead, we will install new cam-
eras at an unprecedented rate,”
said DOT Commissioner Polly
Trottenberg stated.

The expansion of the speed
camera program fits in with
the mayor’s Vision Zero initia-
tive, according to Trottenberg. 

Launched by de Blasio in
2014, Vision Zero is a street
safety program aimed at
reducing the number of car
crash fatalities.

The mayor also announced
on Friday that a public aware-
ness campaign is set to begin
during the week of June 9 to
warn drivers that the cameras
are coming. The campaign
will include bulk mailings,
newspaper notices, online ads
and LinkNYC displays. Also
on June 9, DOT will begin a
30-day countdown on social
media.

Once they’re up and run-
ning, the cameras will be
operational from 6 a.m. to 10
p.m. and will be working dur-
ing the summer and during
school vacation periods.

The new law also allows
the city to extend the camera
zones to a ¼ mile radius from
a school. 

A 2013 state law allowed the
city to install 140 speed cam-
eras. The law expired in 2018.

State Sen. Andrew Gounardes
and Assemblymember Deborah
Glick sponsored legislation to
renew the law until 2022 and
expand the number of cameras.
The legislation was approved in
March. Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed it on May 12.

“Renewing and expanding
speed cameras in school zones
is a major victory in the fight for
street safety,” said Gounardes, a
Democrat representing Bay
Ridge, Dyker Heights and sev-
eral other neighborhoods in
Southwest Brooklyn.

Amy Cohen, founding
member of Families for Safe
Streets, whose son Sammy
Eckstein was struck by a car
and killed in Brooklyn in
2013, said she is pleased to
see the city’s action plan.

“We have been fighting for
years to protect more New
Yorkers from reckless driving,
and we are happy to finally
see this dramatic expansion of
the life-saving speed safety
camera program. This is for
my son, Sammy, and for the
countless others we have lost;
and today is for the unknown
thousands of families who will
be spared senseless loss and
heartache from reckless
speeding in New York City,”
Cohen said.

Speed cameras “quite liter-
ally save lives,” Schools
Chancellor Richard Carranza
said.
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Mayor Bill de Blasio chats with Bay Ridge traffic safety advocate Maureen Landers at a Vision Zero press confer-
ence at McKinley Intermediate School earlier this year. State Sen. Andrew Gounardes and Assemblymember
Mathylde Frontus also spoke at the press conference.  ebrooklyn media/Photo by Paula Katinas

Leila Mullarkey (center) pictured with fellow task force members Ava Elfont and
Preston Ferraiuolo on the busy corner of Fourth Avenue and 86th Street, said she
wants to be able to cross the street without having to worry about getting hit by
a car. ebrooklyn media/Photo by Paula Katinas

City set to install more speed cameras

High school students lead pedestrian safety group

New law allowing expansion takes effect July 11

2 • HOME REPORTER • Week of December 21 - December 27, 2018

2 • HOME REPORTER • Week of November 23 - November 29, 2018

DEBATE OVER 
THE DEBATE

I read with disappointment
Jerry Kassar’s column in which
he criticized Peter Killen’s
chairing of the debates at the
Interagency Council of the
Aging’s debates of the candi-
dates.

I consider Jerry a friend,
and while we represent two
different political parties, and
may disagree with some of his
party’s positions, I also agree
with him on several issues.

That is why I was disap-
pointed about what he wrote.
Peter Killen is a gentleman
who has done a great job of
moderating debates in the
past. He takes that responsibil-
ity seriously and is therefore
impartial. 

Since I am the male
Democratic leader of the 64th
AD, and the campaign manag-
er for Democratic Assembly

candidate Adam Baumel, I
was there when the debates
were over and heard a lot of
comments from the senior cit-
izens who attended the
debates.

Andrew Gounardes is a
“gentleman’s gentleman,”
who coupled with his intelli-
gent way of discussing an
issue, would represent us with
the demeanor that would ben-
efit Bay Ridge greatly.

However, the hecklers in the
audience did a disservice to
Andrew, because they didn’t
“read” their audience. Senior
citizens do not like bad man-
ners, whether in a debate or on
a food buffet line. I heard, not
several, but many, seniors say
that the hecklers were so
annoying that they might con-
sider voting Republican. I think
that Jerry’s anger should be
directed towards the hecklers.

— Ralph Perfetto

IN MARTY’S 
CORNER

A drowning man will grab
the blade of a sword. I don’t
know who said this first, but
it’s perfect for this piece.

State Sen, Marty Golden has
been vilified by extremist over
the last several months and it is
a shame, misstating his record
in the Senate, particularly in
regards to school speed cam-
eras. By the way, he sponsored
these bills, I believe twice.

Back when the senator ran
against Vincent Gentile they
attacked his police record and
when the facts came out, Marty
won by a pretty big margin.

I am hoping that Andrew
Gounardes does not hide
behind left-wing trolls, and
sticks to the issues at hand.

— Dan Texeira

FROM THE RIGHT
The question for the

upcoming election is: Are you
better off today then you were
the last 10 years? I am!

I understand the left was
upset by the results of the last
presidential election. There
were some on the right that
were also, but without the
help of the politicians on the
left we now have the best
economy, maybe ever, the
lowest unemployment for all
groups, and more jobs than
people. 

I am a fiscal conservative, not
a Republican or a Democrat. I
am a registered independent that
has voted for both parties at one
time or another and for who I
believed would be the best per-
son to do the best job. 

I don’t understand the lack
of civility especially going on
with the left. HRC said we
can’t have civility until they
win. Maxine Waters has incit-
ed lack of civility by demand-
ing Republicans be confronted
wherever they can. Cory
Booker (Spartacus) has done

the same.
Why? Is sitting down with

your opposites and trying to
compromise so difficult? As
President Obama once said,
“Elections have consequences”
I don’t understand how anyone
can believe that free education
or free health care will be free!
Who’s going to pay for it?

The left keeps saying the
top one percent will have to
pay. They already pay more
than 50 percent-plus of the
government’s revenue when
50 percent of the people pay
nothing.

The social programs the left
are saying they will instill will
bankrupt the country. JFK said,
“Ask not what this country can
do for but what you can do for
the country.” The present
Democratic Party is not the
same as it was. For the first
time, I can’t see voting for one.

— Bob Panico

CHANGE IS GOOD
I agree totally with this

change [in editorial and politi-
cal focus for the Home
Reporter and the Spectator],
and allow me to say why. 

Despite some apparent
efforts by [Bob] Capano,
[Craig] Eaton, [Ralph]
Perfetto and others to establish
some middle ground, there
really is virtually none. The
divergence is extreme, politi-
cally. Changes had to be made
to make the papers more eco-

nomically viable and appeal-
ing for advertisers. 

I have been to every forum
and debate and they have not
been pleasant experiences.
Only the Malliotakis-Baumel
debates were civil, but that is in
part because Nicole is all but
untouchable politically and
ethically, and very respected.
Mr. Baumel, I believe, after
talking to him, is a nice fellow,
and he knows that about her.

The other debates were
entirely uncivil, raucous and
outrageous. The moderator at
the end of the Golden-
Gounardes debate at Xaverian
sarcastically thanked the audi-
ence for being so “civil.”

The Frontus-Saperstein
debate at Xaverian ended in a
near fight off stage involving
her campaign manager, Joe
Herrera, and Golden supporters
such as Jerry Kassar.  It was
equally uncivil, mostly from
the audience. Saperstein was
especially aggressive on stage.

The Dyker Heights debate
was the worst of all, causing a
St Philip's church leader to
demand decorum saying "This
is a House of God!.” Eighty
percent of the screaming there
was from "Team Gounardes"
which initiated all of it and did
so early on with rude and
mocking comments about the
Conservative candidate chal-
lenging Peter Abbate. 

I will say bluntly that Paula
Katinas's report of this was

specious by her failure to iden-
tify the source of the partisan
raucous yelling and chanting.
Bob Capano who was next to
me later agreed that it was 80
percent Gounardes backers,
and he supports Gounardes.

The Xaverian debates were
closer to 55-45 Gounardes-
Golden supporters in terms of
screaming. The tone had been
set at Dyker Heights.

Now, the "Golden support
Nazis" graffiti appears at his
office in chalk on the sidewalk.

Of note, the Donovan-Rose
debate at Xaverian was not
nearly as bad, perhaps in part
due to the questions asked,
which were local in nature, and
as supporters and plants were
not very active no doubt as
directed by the campaigns..

MY POINT? All sides
deserve opprobrium for this
but Gounardes does especial-
ly. I voted for him in 2012 and
know him as a good guy. Why
he allows this I do not know.
But, although there may be
some middle ground left, the
divergence is so great politi-
cally — as seen also on social
media — that what you did
with the Home Reporter and
Spectator is justified. 

So, I expect few "tart
tweets" directed at you. I do
hope in coming years and
campaigns all sides can rein in
the fanaticism and attacks. But
I doubt it, sadly. 

— Thomas Hilton

I read countless attempts to
state one’s contempt for the
shooter and the anti-semitic
views he held that resulted in
the massacre that occurred in
Pittsburgh at the Tree of Life
Congregation. 

Occasionally,  there is  an
event so horrific that there are
no words to describe your
feelings. You try and you try,
but you cannot fully wrap
yourself around it with words.

The Pittsburgh attack on
many levels crossed into this
territory. It is one of a growing
number of what has become a
long and continuing string of
premeditated actions designed
to tear through the very fabric
of what America is about.

Attacks against black
churches, attacks against teach-
ers and students at school, for-
eign terrorist attacks against
ordinary Americans at work all
have one thing in common –
unadulterated hate.

The wake-up call came
immediately after Columbine.

Unfortunately, whatever
efforts were made then and in
subsequent years to address
the hate and often mental ill-
ness behind the hate have fall-
en short. I would like to
believe that the Tree of Life
attack is an isolated event, but
as I mentioned history has
shown that it is not. 

We react as a society and as
a government. We pass some
new laws and create some new
programs. It is a Band-Aid
approach that at best has result-
ed in the use of bigger Band-
Aids as the years have gone by.

I do not know the solution.
To put us on the right trail, we
first need to accept that our
problems are systemic, due to
changes in society that have
been aggravated by break-
downs in the nuclear family.

This breakdown does not
cause the hate or mental
issues, but can lead to such
hate going unaddressed fester-
ing for long periods of time
until it bubbles over.

In the meantime, the only
words that come to mind con-
cerning the Pittsburgh massacre
are, May Those who Perished
Rest In Peace. May those
injured make a full recovery.
And may all the affected fami-
lies and friends find some level
of comfort in knowing millions
are praying for them.


Last week, the Home

Reporter endorsed State
Senator Marty Golden (whom
I serve as chief of staff) for re-
election. Of course, I do not
claim to be non-partisan when
it comes to the re-election of
state Sen. Golden.

Regardless, the Home
Reporter — which serves pri-
marily the 90,000 people who
reside in the Bay Ridge and
Dyker Heights communities
— in its editorial made some
excellent points regarding the
senator’s long tenure in office.

The bottom line for the Home
Reporter was that Golden has
been for decades and remains

essentially a civic activist con-
stantly looking for new ways to
assist and improve the neighbor-
hoods he represents.

I would add, as the staffer
who also oversees his Albany
legislative agenda, that no one
has passed more legislation
signed into law by the gover-
nor in the past eight years.

Of course, passing bills that
the governor signs is not the true
measurement of a senator’s suc-
cess. It is what the new laws do.

There are literally thousands
of new jobs in the region that
only exist because of the film
and television tax credit that
Golden wrote. All sorts of senior
citizen programs only kept pace
with economic changes due to
the senator’s efforts. Hospitals in
Brooklyn that seem to always be
in financial trouble benefited by
Golden’s work at the budget
negotiating table and billions of
new dollars for education made
their way into the city to help
create thousands of new seats in
our end of Brooklyn.

There is a lot more to be done.
The tragedy of opioid affliction
has once again raise its evil head.
Golden has authored a package
of bills to deal with this issue.
And 9/11 remains current for all
too many families of first
responders. No one has done and
continues to do more on this
issue than Sen. Golden.


There are many other elec-

tions on the ballot. Locally,
Republican/Conservative
Steve Saperstein is in a com-
petitive election for State
Assembly against Democrat
Mathylde Frontus in a district
that stretches from Bay Ridge
to Seagate. Congressmember
Dan Donovan faces off
against Max Rose. Repub-
lican/Conservative Assembly-
member Nicole Malliotakis is
running in a very quiet race
against Democrat Adam
Baumel.

Next Tuesday, November 6
is election day. It is important
that you mark it on your cal-
endar and make a commitment
to vote. Polls are open from 6
a.m. to 9 p.m. There are count-
less examples of how one vote
made a difference. Do not be
the one vote that did not vote.
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— LETTERS TO THE EDITOR —

PRAYERS

“
I would like to believe

that the Tree of Life
attack is an isolated
event, but as I men-
tioned history has shown
that it is not. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
for young attorney, 

perfect for recent law school grad.
FT in Canarsie-based law office; 

salary commensurate with experience. 
Send resume to

adam.kalish@kalishpc.com

BY MEAGHAN MCGOLDRICK
mmcgoldrick@brooklynreporter.com

 The elusive Bay Ridge “bing” may be a 
mystery no more.
 A three-legged liftboat spotted over the 
weekend in the waters near the Verraz-
zano-Narrows Bridge is the cause of the 
sound heard ‘round the hood, Councilmem-
ber Justin Brannan proclaimed Sunday, Nov. 
18.
 The noise -- described by local residents 
as an ominous “bing” which mirrored the 
sound of “metal on metal” -- became a hot 
topic on social media when Brannan, earli-
er this month, asked community members 
if they’d also heard the “mysterious bing.”
 “[It] sorta sounds like an enormous 
grommet banging on a giant flagpole,” he 
wrote on Facebook.
 Just one of Brannan’s posts -- the ques-
tion was posted to various group pages 
-- has since garnered over 150 respons-
es, the better part of them a resounding 
“yes.”
 Local resident Donna Russo told this 
paper that, until Brannan’s post in a group 
called “Bay Ridge Parents,” she’d thought 
she might be going crazy.
 “That bing drove me nuts!” she said. “I 
had to ask my daughter if she heard it as 
well. I thought I was losing my mind. When 

I saw the post on BRP I felt better that it 
wasn’t only me.”
 The sound -- which residents allege 
seems eerily timed (“not all over like con-
struction,” wrote one resident on Facebook) 
-- is loudest in the early morning hours, 
though it has also been heard at night. It has 
also been recorded by residents on all ends 
of the nabe.

 Russo, who lives in the 90s, said she has 
heard it more than once in a given day.
 “It was funny, as I would hear it early in 
the mornings and then again when I got to 
work later in the day,” she said. “I was like, 
‘Oh no, I truly am losing my mind, and now 
it’s following me!’”
 The sound, Russo’s neighbor Matthew Ka-
bel said, brought him back to his childhood.

 “When Justin posted about the bing 
weeks ago, I said it sounded exactly like 
when I was a kid in Buffalo and we had to 
bang poles into the ground for our snow 
fences,” he told this paper, adding that, 
when going for a run by the water Sunday, 
the structure stopped him in his tracks.
 “[I had a real] WTF moment,” he said.
 According to Levingston Offshore, “The 
Worldwide Pioneer of Liftboat,” the water-
craft is a “self-propelled, multi-purpose, 
self-elevating vessel” most often used to 
carry equipment in support of mineral ex-
ploration or other offshore construction ac-
tivities.
 This one in particular, Community 
Board 10 District Manager Josephine 
Beckmann said, had been contracted by 
Verizon to determine whether or not it 
could drill fiber-optic cables there in the 
future.
 “They started in Staten Island and they’ll 
only be here for a few more days,” she told 
this paper Monday morning, Nov. 19.
 When asked if she, herself, had heard 
the bing, Beckmann said no, but that it was 
clear by the flood of phone calls the board’s 
district office received that most of Bay 
Ridge most certainly did.
 “I’m happy that the mystery is finally 
solved,” she said.

Mysterious Bay Ridge ‘Bing’ Attributed to Verizon-Sanctioned Liftboat
Photo courtesy of Matthew Kabel
The liftboat behind the
mysterious bing heard by
many residents in Bay Ridge.

BY PAULA KATINAS
paula@brooklyneagle.com

 One of the most closely watched races in New York State 
came to an end Monday morning as incumbent Republican 
state Sen. Marty Golden conceded the contest to Democratic 
challenger Andrew Gounardes, nearly two weeks after Elec-
tion Day in Southwest Brooklyn’s 22nd Senate District.
 “As the Board of Elections completes its final count of this 
year’s close election, I congratulate Andrew Gounardes and 
wish him well in his service to the people of the 22nd State 
Senate District,” Golden said in a statement.
 At press time, the Board of Election was still counting ab-
sentee ballots, a process that began on Nov. 16, but with most 
of the ballots counted, Gounardes maintained a lead of more 
than 1,000 votes over Golden with a dwindling few election 
district left to count.
 Golden realized he was running out of room to make up the 
difference in a vote count and decided to concede, a source 
told this newspaper.
 The lawmaker, who was trailing by more than 1,000 on 
Election Night, Nov. 6, had previously refused to concede, opt-
ing instead to wait until all of the paper ballots were counted.
 The 22nd Senate District, which Golden, a retired police 
officer, has represented since first winning election in 2002, 
takes in all or parts of several Southwest Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods, including Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst, Bath 
Beach, Gravesend, Marine Park and Gerritsen Beach.
 Gounardes, chief counsel to Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams, released a statement soon afternoon Golden conceded.
 “I look forward to coordinating with Senator Golden on a 
smooth transition between now and January so that our com-

munity can come together and move forward,” the statement 
read in part.
 For Golden, the concession was an admission that his 
21-year-long career in public service was over. Prior to win-
ning election to the State Senate, Golden served as a City 
Council member from 1997 to 2002.
 In his statement, Golden took the opportunity to reflect on 
his life in politics.
 “On many levels, I am so proud of what I have accomplished 
for my city, my state and the neighbors I have been honored 
to represent. I fully embraced the awesome responsibility en-
trusted by the people who elected me. I strove each and every-
day to make a positive difference for someone,” he said.
 “Although we came up just short this election, I am grateful 
my career in public service has been full of much success as a 
police officer and as an elected official. As I think of the future, 
my supporters, neighbors and friends can be sure that I will 
still always look for opportunities to make our neighborhoods 

an even better place to live, work and raise a family,” Golden 
stated.
 Gounardes, who will take office in early January, is looking 
ahead to starting his new life as an elected official.
 “Now that the election is over, I am grateful to people of 
Southern Brooklyn for their support and humbled by their 
trust in me to be our community’s voice in Albany. I look for-
ward to going to Albany to fight for affordable health care, 
a livable wage, a world-class education system, pedestrian 
safety, an MTA that is reliable, accessible and accountable to 
all, and equal protections for all of our citizens,” he said in his 
statement.
 The victorious Gounardes also hinted that he doesn’t in-
tend to waste any time.
 “In the days since the election, my team and I have worked 
closely with Democratic leadership and my colleagues in the 
State Senate to ensure that I’m ready to hit the ground run-
ning,” he stated.

It’s Official: Gounardes is Senator-Elect as Golden Concedes

Photo of Andrew Gounardes by Jordan Rathkopf
Sen.-elect Andrew Gounardes celebrating on Election 
Night.

ebrooklyn media/file photo
State Sen. Marty Golden has conceded to Andrew 
Gounardes.

BY CHRISTINA CARREGA 
christina@brooklyneagle.com

    A Staten Island man pleaded not guilty on Tues., Dec. 
18 for brutally cracking the skull of an off-duty firefighter 
and causing his “almost instant death” during a road rage 
incident.
    If convicted, Joseph Desmond, who has been charged 
with murder, faces up to 25 years to life in prison in the 
death of  33-year-old Faizal Coto on Dec. 9 around 4:40 
a.m. on the Belt Parkway.
    Desmond, 29 of Staten Island, used an unknown blunt 
object to strike the left side of Coto’s head violently, caus-
ing his temple to fracture, after getting into a fender-bend-
er with the firefighter, said Assistant District Attorney An-
dres Palacio in Brooklyn Supreme Court. 
    “There is no place on the streets of Brooklyn for such 
mindless violence. We will now seek to get justice for the 
victim and his heartbroken loved ones,” said Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez. 
    Coto, who was a firefighter for three years and was on 
the brink of restarting his music career, was left for dead 
near Exit 4 in Bath Beach with bleeding to the brain which 
caused “almost instant death,” Palacio said. 
    Coto was taken to Coney Island Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.
    Desmond jumped back into his 2006 Infiniti G35 and 
fled to the Circle Motor Lodge in South Amboy, N.J. where 
he was arrested on a parole warrant, according to newly 
released court documents obtained by this news organi-
zation.
    “Wow, I was just going to surrender Wednesday,” Des-
mond said to detectives on Dec. 10. “Man, I was gon-
na surrender Wednesday. My car has been all over the 
news and I was going to visit parole on Wednesday any-
ways.”
    Desmond is on parole for a September, 2012, assault-as-
a-hate-crime during which he walked up to a man at Gates 
and Fairview Avenues, “shoved a black object to his chest” 
and called him a homophobic slur, according to court doc-
uments. 
    The black object let out electric current into the middle 
of the man’s chest, the court documents read.
    Desmond was sentenced in September, 2014, to one to 
three years in prison. 
    In the current murder case, Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Vincent Del Giudice remanded Desmond to Rikers 
Island.
    Desmond had been led out of the 62nd Precinct, 1925 
Bath Ave., earlier in the afternoon, while a crowd of fire-
fighters watched.
    Last week, friends, family and fellow firefighters came 
together at both a wake and a funeral held at Leone Funer-
al Home in Sunset Park.
    Coto was remembered as “everybody’s best friend,” “the 
hardest worker in the firehouse” and a “phenomenal hu-
man being.”
    He was off-duty at the time of his death.

Additional reporting contributed by Meaghan McGoldrick.

Staten Island Man 
With History of Hate

Indicted For
Firefighter’s Murder

Coto’s coffin was carried from the
funeral home atop a fire truck.
ebrooklyn media/Photo by Todd Maisel

BY PAULA KATINAS
paula@brooklyneagle.com

 In response to complaints from community leaders 
about a proliferation of unlicensed food vendors in Dyker 
Heights during the busy hours of the neighborhood’s fa-
mous Christmas lights spectacular, the commanding of-
ficer of the 68th Precinct said his officers and other city 
agencieshave been cracking down on the sidewalk sales-
people.
 Speaking at a joint meeting of the Dyker Heights Civic 
Association and the 68th Precinct Community Council last 
week at Redeemer-St. John’s Lutheran Church in Dyker 
Heights, Capt. Robert Conwell said police are taking the 
complaints seriously.
 “We’re really looking into vending, and have enforced 
what can be enforced,” he told residents at the meeting. 
“We issued a few summonses. If you see them now, they 
have found spots where they can be.”
 Conwell also said he had his officers go out one night 
with representatives of the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP), the NYPD’s Peddler Task Force and 
the NYPD’s Legal Bureau “to see if there was anything we 
missed.”
 In a single night last week, DEP issued violations to an 
ice cream truck and a food truck, according to Conwell. In 
addition, the Peddler Task Force issued two violations to 
one truck owner and several other trucks were hit with 
summonses.
 The Dyker Heights Christmas lights display is a dynamic, 
community-wide event that features scores of homeown-
ers in an area stretching from 10th to 13th Avenue who 
erect larger-than-life holiday displays, including Santas, 
dancing reindeer, giant “Nutcracker Suite” figures, illumi-
nated snowflakes, super-sized snow globes on their front 
lawns and house facades.
 The Christmas lights extravaganza draws visitors from 
all over the world.
 But the success of the event has spawned traffic jams 
and a sharp increase in litter on the streets, according to 
leaders of the Dyker Heights Civic Association and Com-
munity Board 10 officials.
 The problem comes when visitors purchase candy, ice 
cream and hot chocolate from food vendors and then care-
lessly drop the wrappers and cups on the sidewalk, ac-
cording to fed-up residents.
 During the weekend of Dec. 15-16, members of the 
group Fight Back Bay Ridge came into Dyker Heights to 
pick up litter as a neighborly gesture.
 Fran Vella-Marrone, president of the Dyker Heights Civ-
ic Association, said many of the vendors do not have the 
proper licenses from the city to sell food. “The vendors are 
a real problem,” she told this newspaper on Tuesday. “I ap-
preciate the efforts made by the 68th Precinct. It has made 
a difference. But the problem still persists.”
 The police presence has made a major difference in traf-
fic control, according to Vella-Marrone, who said traffic has 
been moving more smoothly thanks to a large number of 

cops assigned to the neighborhood at night.
 “That’s where I have seen the biggest difference from 
last year to this year,” she said.
 Conwell confirmed at the meeting that traffic control 
was a top priority.
 “We’re turning out the troops, and making sure the 
officers know what we want them to do, which is traffic 
control. We’re fighting the fight for you guys,” he told resi-
dents.
 Councilmember Justin Brannan, a Democrat whose dis-
trict includes Dyker Heights, said he will work with city 
officials so that the Christmas lights event could be better 
planned in 2019.
 “We’re hoping next year City Hall will give us an official 
permit, so instead of having to beg, borrow and steal re-
sources, we will have resources allocated,” he said.
 The Christmas lights display is a wonder to behold, 
Brannan said. “It’s pretty cool to have people coming to 
Dyker Heights from Europe to check out the lights,” he 
said.

Additional reporting contributed by Helen Klein

Cops Crack Down on Food
Vendors in Dyker Heights

Captain Robert Conwell, addressing members of the 
Dyker Heights Civic Association and the 68th Precinct 
Community Council, at their joint December meeting.

ebrooklyn media/Photo by Helen Klein
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DEBATE OVER 
THE DEBATE

I read with disappointment
Jerry Kassar’s column in which
he criticized Peter Killen’s
chairing of the debates at the
Interagency Council of the
Aging’s debates of the candi-
dates.

I consider Jerry a friend,
and while we represent two
different political parties, and
may disagree with some of his
party’s positions, I also agree
with him on several issues.

That is why I was disap-
pointed about what he wrote.
Peter Killen is a gentleman
who has done a great job of
moderating debates in the
past. He takes that responsibil-
ity seriously and is therefore
impartial. 

Since I am the male
Democratic leader of the 64th
AD, and the campaign manag-
er for Democratic Assembly

candidate Adam Baumel, I
was there when the debates
were over and heard a lot of
comments from the senior cit-
izens who attended the
debates.

Andrew Gounardes is a
“gentleman’s gentleman,”
who coupled with his intelli-
gent way of discussing an
issue, would represent us with
the demeanor that would ben-
efit Bay Ridge greatly.

However, the hecklers in the
audience did a disservice to
Andrew, because they didn’t
“read” their audience. Senior
citizens do not like bad man-
ners, whether in a debate or on
a food buffet line. I heard, not
several, but many, seniors say
that the hecklers were so
annoying that they might con-
sider voting Republican. I think
that Jerry’s anger should be
directed towards the hecklers.

— Ralph Perfetto

IN MARTY’S 
CORNER

A drowning man will grab
the blade of a sword. I don’t
know who said this first, but
it’s perfect for this piece.

State Sen, Marty Golden has
been vilified by extremist over
the last several months and it is
a shame, misstating his record
in the Senate, particularly in
regards to school speed cam-
eras. By the way, he sponsored
these bills, I believe twice.

Back when the senator ran
against Vincent Gentile they
attacked his police record and
when the facts came out, Marty
won by a pretty big margin.

I am hoping that Andrew
Gounardes does not hide
behind left-wing trolls, and
sticks to the issues at hand.

— Dan Texeira

FROM THE RIGHT
The question for the

upcoming election is: Are you
better off today then you were
the last 10 years? I am!

I understand the left was
upset by the results of the last
presidential election. There
were some on the right that
were also, but without the
help of the politicians on the
left we now have the best
economy, maybe ever, the
lowest unemployment for all
groups, and more jobs than
people. 

I am a fiscal conservative, not
a Republican or a Democrat. I
am a registered independent that
has voted for both parties at one
time or another and for who I
believed would be the best per-
son to do the best job. 

I don’t understand the lack
of civility especially going on
with the left. HRC said we
can’t have civility until they
win. Maxine Waters has incit-
ed lack of civility by demand-
ing Republicans be confronted
wherever they can. Cory
Booker (Spartacus) has done

the same.
Why? Is sitting down with

your opposites and trying to
compromise so difficult? As
President Obama once said,
“Elections have consequences”
I don’t understand how anyone
can believe that free education
or free health care will be free!
Who’s going to pay for it?

The left keeps saying the
top one percent will have to
pay. They already pay more
than 50 percent-plus of the
government’s revenue when
50 percent of the people pay
nothing.

The social programs the left
are saying they will instill will
bankrupt the country. JFK said,
“Ask not what this country can
do for but what you can do for
the country.” The present
Democratic Party is not the
same as it was. For the first
time, I can’t see voting for one.

— Bob Panico

CHANGE IS GOOD
I agree totally with this

change [in editorial and politi-
cal focus for the Home
Reporter and the Spectator],
and allow me to say why. 

Despite some apparent
efforts by [Bob] Capano,
[Craig] Eaton, [Ralph]
Perfetto and others to establish
some middle ground, there
really is virtually none. The
divergence is extreme, politi-
cally. Changes had to be made
to make the papers more eco-

nomically viable and appeal-
ing for advertisers. 

I have been to every forum
and debate and they have not
been pleasant experiences.
Only the Malliotakis-Baumel
debates were civil, but that is in
part because Nicole is all but
untouchable politically and
ethically, and very respected.
Mr. Baumel, I believe, after
talking to him, is a nice fellow,
and he knows that about her.

The other debates were
entirely uncivil, raucous and
outrageous. The moderator at
the end of the Golden-
Gounardes debate at Xaverian
sarcastically thanked the audi-
ence for being so “civil.”

The Frontus-Saperstein
debate at Xaverian ended in a
near fight off stage involving
her campaign manager, Joe
Herrera, and Golden supporters
such as Jerry Kassar.  It was
equally uncivil, mostly from
the audience. Saperstein was
especially aggressive on stage.

The Dyker Heights debate
was the worst of all, causing a
St Philip's church leader to
demand decorum saying "This
is a House of God!.” Eighty
percent of the screaming there
was from "Team Gounardes"
which initiated all of it and did
so early on with rude and
mocking comments about the
Conservative candidate chal-
lenging Peter Abbate. 

I will say bluntly that Paula
Katinas's report of this was

specious by her failure to iden-
tify the source of the partisan
raucous yelling and chanting.
Bob Capano who was next to
me later agreed that it was 80
percent Gounardes backers,
and he supports Gounardes.

The Xaverian debates were
closer to 55-45 Gounardes-
Golden supporters in terms of
screaming. The tone had been
set at Dyker Heights.

Now, the "Golden support
Nazis" graffiti appears at his
office in chalk on the sidewalk.

Of note, the Donovan-Rose
debate at Xaverian was not
nearly as bad, perhaps in part
due to the questions asked,
which were local in nature, and
as supporters and plants were
not very active no doubt as
directed by the campaigns..

MY POINT? All sides
deserve opprobrium for this
but Gounardes does especial-
ly. I voted for him in 2012 and
know him as a good guy. Why
he allows this I do not know.
But, although there may be
some middle ground left, the
divergence is so great politi-
cally — as seen also on social
media — that what you did
with the Home Reporter and
Spectator is justified. 

So, I expect few "tart
tweets" directed at you. I do
hope in coming years and
campaigns all sides can rein in
the fanaticism and attacks. But
I doubt it, sadly. 

— Thomas Hilton

I read countless attempts to
state one’s contempt for the
shooter and the anti-semitic
views he held that resulted in
the massacre that occurred in
Pittsburgh at the Tree of Life
Congregation. 

Occasionally,  there is  an
event so horrific that there are
no words to describe your
feelings. You try and you try,
but you cannot fully wrap
yourself around it with words.

The Pittsburgh attack on
many levels crossed into this
territory. It is one of a growing
number of what has become a
long and continuing string of
premeditated actions designed
to tear through the very fabric
of what America is about.

Attacks against black
churches, attacks against teach-
ers and students at school, for-
eign terrorist attacks against
ordinary Americans at work all
have one thing in common –
unadulterated hate.

The wake-up call came
immediately after Columbine.

Unfortunately, whatever
efforts were made then and in
subsequent years to address
the hate and often mental ill-
ness behind the hate have fall-
en short. I would like to
believe that the Tree of Life
attack is an isolated event, but
as I mentioned history has
shown that it is not. 

We react as a society and as
a government. We pass some
new laws and create some new
programs. It is a Band-Aid
approach that at best has result-
ed in the use of bigger Band-
Aids as the years have gone by.

I do not know the solution.
To put us on the right trail, we
first need to accept that our
problems are systemic, due to
changes in society that have
been aggravated by break-
downs in the nuclear family.

This breakdown does not
cause the hate or mental
issues, but can lead to such
hate going unaddressed fester-
ing for long periods of time
until it bubbles over.

In the meantime, the only
words that come to mind con-
cerning the Pittsburgh massacre
are, May Those who Perished
Rest In Peace. May those
injured make a full recovery.
And may all the affected fami-
lies and friends find some level
of comfort in knowing millions
are praying for them.


Last week, the Home

Reporter endorsed State
Senator Marty Golden (whom
I serve as chief of staff) for re-
election. Of course, I do not
claim to be non-partisan when
it comes to the re-election of
state Sen. Golden.

Regardless, the Home
Reporter — which serves pri-
marily the 90,000 people who
reside in the Bay Ridge and
Dyker Heights communities
— in its editorial made some
excellent points regarding the
senator’s long tenure in office.

The bottom line for the Home
Reporter was that Golden has
been for decades and remains

essentially a civic activist con-
stantly looking for new ways to
assist and improve the neighbor-
hoods he represents.

I would add, as the staffer
who also oversees his Albany
legislative agenda, that no one
has passed more legislation
signed into law by the gover-
nor in the past eight years.

Of course, passing bills that
the governor signs is not the true
measurement of a senator’s suc-
cess. It is what the new laws do.

There are literally thousands
of new jobs in the region that
only exist because of the film
and television tax credit that
Golden wrote. All sorts of senior
citizen programs only kept pace
with economic changes due to
the senator’s efforts. Hospitals in
Brooklyn that seem to always be
in financial trouble benefited by
Golden’s work at the budget
negotiating table and billions of
new dollars for education made
their way into the city to help
create thousands of new seats in
our end of Brooklyn.

There is a lot more to be done.
The tragedy of opioid affliction
has once again raise its evil head.
Golden has authored a package
of bills to deal with this issue.
And 9/11 remains current for all
too many families of first
responders. No one has done and
continues to do more on this
issue than Sen. Golden.


There are many other elec-

tions on the ballot. Locally,
Republican/Conservative
Steve Saperstein is in a com-
petitive election for State
Assembly against Democrat
Mathylde Frontus in a district
that stretches from Bay Ridge
to Seagate. Congressmember
Dan Donovan faces off
against Max Rose. Repub-
lican/Conservative Assembly-
member Nicole Malliotakis is
running in a very quiet race
against Democrat Adam
Baumel.

Next Tuesday, November 6
is election day. It is important
that you mark it on your cal-
endar and make a commitment
to vote. Polls are open from 6
a.m. to 9 p.m. There are count-
less examples of how one vote
made a difference. Do not be
the one vote that did not vote.
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PRAYERS

“
I would like to believe

that the Tree of Life
attack is an isolated
event, but as I men-
tioned history has shown
that it is not. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
for young attorney, 

perfect for recent law school grad.
FT in Canarsie-based law office; 

salary commensurate with experience. 
Send resume to

adam.kalish@kalishpc.com

BY MEAGHAN MCGOLDRICK
mmcgoldrick@brooklynreporter.com

 The elusive Bay Ridge “bing” may be a 
mystery no more.
 A three-legged liftboat spotted over the 
weekend in the waters near the Verraz-
zano-Narrows Bridge is the cause of the 
sound heard ‘round the hood, Councilmem-
ber Justin Brannan proclaimed Sunday, Nov. 
18.
 The noise -- described by local residents 
as an ominous “bing” which mirrored the 
sound of “metal on metal” -- became a hot 
topic on social media when Brannan, earli-
er this month, asked community members 
if they’d also heard the “mysterious bing.”
 “[It] sorta sounds like an enormous 
grommet banging on a giant flagpole,” he 
wrote on Facebook.
 Just one of Brannan’s posts -- the ques-
tion was posted to various group pages 
-- has since garnered over 150 respons-
es, the better part of them a resounding 
“yes.”
 Local resident Donna Russo told this 
paper that, until Brannan’s post in a group 
called “Bay Ridge Parents,” she’d thought 
she might be going crazy.
 “That bing drove me nuts!” she said. “I 
had to ask my daughter if she heard it as 
well. I thought I was losing my mind. When 

I saw the post on BRP I felt better that it 
wasn’t only me.”
 The sound -- which residents allege 
seems eerily timed (“not all over like con-
struction,” wrote one resident on Facebook) 
-- is loudest in the early morning hours, 
though it has also been heard at night. It has 
also been recorded by residents on all ends 
of the nabe.

 Russo, who lives in the 90s, said she has 
heard it more than once in a given day.
 “It was funny, as I would hear it early in 
the mornings and then again when I got to 
work later in the day,” she said. “I was like, 
‘Oh no, I truly am losing my mind, and now 
it’s following me!’”
 The sound, Russo’s neighbor Matthew Ka-
bel said, brought him back to his childhood.

 “When Justin posted about the bing 
weeks ago, I said it sounded exactly like 
when I was a kid in Buffalo and we had to 
bang poles into the ground for our snow 
fences,” he told this paper, adding that, 
when going for a run by the water Sunday, 
the structure stopped him in his tracks.
 “[I had a real] WTF moment,” he said.
 According to Levingston Offshore, “The 
Worldwide Pioneer of Liftboat,” the water-
craft is a “self-propelled, multi-purpose, 
self-elevating vessel” most often used to 
carry equipment in support of mineral ex-
ploration or other offshore construction ac-
tivities.
 This one in particular, Community 
Board 10 District Manager Josephine 
Beckmann said, had been contracted by 
Verizon to determine whether or not it 
could drill fiber-optic cables there in the 
future.
 “They started in Staten Island and they’ll 
only be here for a few more days,” she told 
this paper Monday morning, Nov. 19.
 When asked if she, herself, had heard 
the bing, Beckmann said no, but that it was 
clear by the flood of phone calls the board’s 
district office received that most of Bay 
Ridge most certainly did.
 “I’m happy that the mystery is finally 
solved,” she said.

Mysterious Bay Ridge ‘Bing’ Attributed to Verizon-Sanctioned Liftboat
Photo courtesy of Matthew Kabel
The liftboat behind the
mysterious bing heard by
many residents in Bay Ridge.

BY PAULA KATINAS
paula@brooklyneagle.com

 One of the most closely watched races in New York State 
came to an end Monday morning as incumbent Republican 
state Sen. Marty Golden conceded the contest to Democratic 
challenger Andrew Gounardes, nearly two weeks after Elec-
tion Day in Southwest Brooklyn’s 22nd Senate District.
 “As the Board of Elections completes its final count of this 
year’s close election, I congratulate Andrew Gounardes and 
wish him well in his service to the people of the 22nd State 
Senate District,” Golden said in a statement.
 At press time, the Board of Election was still counting ab-
sentee ballots, a process that began on Nov. 16, but with most 
of the ballots counted, Gounardes maintained a lead of more 
than 1,000 votes over Golden with a dwindling few election 
district left to count.
 Golden realized he was running out of room to make up the 
difference in a vote count and decided to concede, a source 
told this newspaper.
 The lawmaker, who was trailing by more than 1,000 on 
Election Night, Nov. 6, had previously refused to concede, opt-
ing instead to wait until all of the paper ballots were counted.
 The 22nd Senate District, which Golden, a retired police 
officer, has represented since first winning election in 2002, 
takes in all or parts of several Southwest Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods, including Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst, Bath 
Beach, Gravesend, Marine Park and Gerritsen Beach.
 Gounardes, chief counsel to Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams, released a statement soon afternoon Golden conceded.
 “I look forward to coordinating with Senator Golden on a 
smooth transition between now and January so that our com-

munity can come together and move forward,” the statement 
read in part.
 For Golden, the concession was an admission that his 
21-year-long career in public service was over. Prior to win-
ning election to the State Senate, Golden served as a City 
Council member from 1997 to 2002.
 In his statement, Golden took the opportunity to reflect on 
his life in politics.
 “On many levels, I am so proud of what I have accomplished 
for my city, my state and the neighbors I have been honored 
to represent. I fully embraced the awesome responsibility en-
trusted by the people who elected me. I strove each and every-
day to make a positive difference for someone,” he said.
 “Although we came up just short this election, I am grateful 
my career in public service has been full of much success as a 
police officer and as an elected official. As I think of the future, 
my supporters, neighbors and friends can be sure that I will 
still always look for opportunities to make our neighborhoods 

an even better place to live, work and raise a family,” Golden 
stated.
 Gounardes, who will take office in early January, is looking 
ahead to starting his new life as an elected official.
 “Now that the election is over, I am grateful to people of 
Southern Brooklyn for their support and humbled by their 
trust in me to be our community’s voice in Albany. I look for-
ward to going to Albany to fight for affordable health care, 
a livable wage, a world-class education system, pedestrian 
safety, an MTA that is reliable, accessible and accountable to 
all, and equal protections for all of our citizens,” he said in his 
statement.
 The victorious Gounardes also hinted that he doesn’t in-
tend to waste any time.
 “In the days since the election, my team and I have worked 
closely with Democratic leadership and my colleagues in the 
State Senate to ensure that I’m ready to hit the ground run-
ning,” he stated.

It’s Official: Gounardes is Senator-Elect as Golden Concedes

Photo of Andrew Gounardes by Jordan Rathkopf
Sen.-elect Andrew Gounardes celebrating on Election 
Night.

ebrooklyn media/file photo
State Sen. Marty Golden has conceded to Andrew 
Gounardes.

BY CHRISTINA CARREGA 
christina@brooklyneagle.com

    A Staten Island man pleaded not guilty on Tues., Dec. 
18 for brutally cracking the skull of an off-duty firefighter 
and causing his “almost instant death” during a road rage 
incident.
    If convicted, Joseph Desmond, who has been charged 
with murder, faces up to 25 years to life in prison in the 
death of  33-year-old Faizal Coto on Dec. 9 around 4:40 
a.m. on the Belt Parkway.
    Desmond, 29 of Staten Island, used an unknown blunt 
object to strike the left side of Coto’s head violently, caus-
ing his temple to fracture, after getting into a fender-bend-
er with the firefighter, said Assistant District Attorney An-
dres Palacio in Brooklyn Supreme Court. 
    “There is no place on the streets of Brooklyn for such 
mindless violence. We will now seek to get justice for the 
victim and his heartbroken loved ones,” said Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez. 
    Coto, who was a firefighter for three years and was on 
the brink of restarting his music career, was left for dead 
near Exit 4 in Bath Beach with bleeding to the brain which 
caused “almost instant death,” Palacio said. 
    Coto was taken to Coney Island Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.
    Desmond jumped back into his 2006 Infiniti G35 and 
fled to the Circle Motor Lodge in South Amboy, N.J. where 
he was arrested on a parole warrant, according to newly 
released court documents obtained by this news organi-
zation.
    “Wow, I was just going to surrender Wednesday,” Des-
mond said to detectives on Dec. 10. “Man, I was gon-
na surrender Wednesday. My car has been all over the 
news and I was going to visit parole on Wednesday any-
ways.”
    Desmond is on parole for a September, 2012, assault-as-
a-hate-crime during which he walked up to a man at Gates 
and Fairview Avenues, “shoved a black object to his chest” 
and called him a homophobic slur, according to court doc-
uments. 
    The black object let out electric current into the middle 
of the man’s chest, the court documents read.
    Desmond was sentenced in September, 2014, to one to 
three years in prison. 
    In the current murder case, Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Vincent Del Giudice remanded Desmond to Rikers 
Island.
    Desmond had been led out of the 62nd Precinct, 1925 
Bath Ave., earlier in the afternoon, while a crowd of fire-
fighters watched.
    Last week, friends, family and fellow firefighters came 
together at both a wake and a funeral held at Leone Funer-
al Home in Sunset Park.
    Coto was remembered as “everybody’s best friend,” “the 
hardest worker in the firehouse” and a “phenomenal hu-
man being.”
    He was off-duty at the time of his death.

Additional reporting contributed by Meaghan McGoldrick.

Staten Island Man 
With History of Hate

Indicted For
Firefighter’s Murder

Coto’s coffin was carried from the
funeral home atop a fire truck.
ebrooklyn media/Photo by Todd Maisel

BY PAULA KATINAS
paula@brooklyneagle.com

 In response to complaints from community leaders 
about a proliferation of unlicensed food vendors in Dyker 
Heights during the busy hours of the neighborhood’s fa-
mous Christmas lights spectacular, the commanding of-
ficer of the 68th Precinct said his officers and other city 
agencieshave been cracking down on the sidewalk sales-
people.
 Speaking at a joint meeting of the Dyker Heights Civic 
Association and the 68th Precinct Community Council last 
week at Redeemer-St. John’s Lutheran Church in Dyker 
Heights, Capt. Robert Conwell said police are taking the 
complaints seriously.
 “We’re really looking into vending, and have enforced 
what can be enforced,” he told residents at the meeting. 
“We issued a few summonses. If you see them now, they 
have found spots where they can be.”
 Conwell also said he had his officers go out one night 
with representatives of the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP), the NYPD’s Peddler Task Force and 
the NYPD’s Legal Bureau “to see if there was anything we 
missed.”
 In a single night last week, DEP issued violations to an 
ice cream truck and a food truck, according to Conwell. In 
addition, the Peddler Task Force issued two violations to 
one truck owner and several other trucks were hit with 
summonses.
 The Dyker Heights Christmas lights display is a dynamic, 
community-wide event that features scores of homeown-
ers in an area stretching from 10th to 13th Avenue who 
erect larger-than-life holiday displays, including Santas, 
dancing reindeer, giant “Nutcracker Suite” figures, illumi-
nated snowflakes, super-sized snow globes on their front 
lawns and house facades.
 The Christmas lights extravaganza draws visitors from 
all over the world.
 But the success of the event has spawned traffic jams 
and a sharp increase in litter on the streets, according to 
leaders of the Dyker Heights Civic Association and Com-
munity Board 10 officials.
 The problem comes when visitors purchase candy, ice 
cream and hot chocolate from food vendors and then care-
lessly drop the wrappers and cups on the sidewalk, ac-
cording to fed-up residents.
 During the weekend of Dec. 15-16, members of the 
group Fight Back Bay Ridge came into Dyker Heights to 
pick up litter as a neighborly gesture.
 Fran Vella-Marrone, president of the Dyker Heights Civ-
ic Association, said many of the vendors do not have the 
proper licenses from the city to sell food. “The vendors are 
a real problem,” she told this newspaper on Tuesday. “I ap-
preciate the efforts made by the 68th Precinct. It has made 
a difference. But the problem still persists.”
 The police presence has made a major difference in traf-
fic control, according to Vella-Marrone, who said traffic has 
been moving more smoothly thanks to a large number of 

cops assigned to the neighborhood at night.
 “That’s where I have seen the biggest difference from 
last year to this year,” she said.
 Conwell confirmed at the meeting that traffic control 
was a top priority.
 “We’re turning out the troops, and making sure the 
officers know what we want them to do, which is traffic 
control. We’re fighting the fight for you guys,” he told resi-
dents.
 Councilmember Justin Brannan, a Democrat whose dis-
trict includes Dyker Heights, said he will work with city 
officials so that the Christmas lights event could be better 
planned in 2019.
 “We’re hoping next year City Hall will give us an official 
permit, so instead of having to beg, borrow and steal re-
sources, we will have resources allocated,” he said.
 The Christmas lights display is a wonder to behold, 
Brannan said. “It’s pretty cool to have people coming to 
Dyker Heights from Europe to check out the lights,” he 
said.

Additional reporting contributed by Helen Klein

Cops Crack Down on Food
Vendors in Dyker Heights

Captain Robert Conwell, addressing members of the 
Dyker Heights Civic Association and the 68th Precinct 
Community Council, at their joint December meeting.

ebrooklyn media/Photo by Helen Klein

Digital Editor: Jaime DeJesus
Front Page Editor: Rick Buttacavoli
Production Manager: Gary Nilsen
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 Visit one of our conveniently located Brooklyn branches and our Staten Island branch!
 

7415 Fifth Avenue, Bay Ridge, 718-491-4301   318 Albany Avenue, Crown Heights, 718-363-3291 

426 86th Street, Bay Ridge, 718-748-4663    1401 Avenue J, Midwood, 718-252-6084

6701 18th Avenue, Bensonhurst, 718-837-1100   1617 Avenue M, Midwood, 718-375-6767

1973 86th Street, Bensonhurst, 718-372-5454   1321 Kings Highway, Homecrest, 718-382-7723

4519 13th Avenue, Boro Park, 718-436-5600   1954 Flatbush Avenue, Flatbush, 718-677-8220

1575 50th Street, Boro Park, 718-436-4582    414 Flushing Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-643-2192 

486 Neptune Avenue, Coney Island, 718-266-8756   44 Lee Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-486-7294 

405 Brighton Beach Avenue, Brighton Beach, 718-615-2034 776 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint, 718-361-2068

326 Court Street, Carroll Gardens, 718-237-6449   2655 Richmond Avenue, Staten Island Mall, 718-370-7037

418 Myrtle Avenue, Clinton Hill, 718-624-5130

15%2 APY

Check Out Our 
Great CD Rates!

 50%


1 Year CD* 

APY2

15%2
6 Month CD* 

APY

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) disclosed are effective as of 1/1/2019 and may be changed by the Bank at any time. *CDs require a $1,000 minimum balance to open and earn interest.  
Early withdrawal penalty may apply. CDs must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice.

Established 1863 · Member FDICwww.applebank.com

apple bk - FULL PG -BROOKLYN PAPERS 10 X 13.75 -TWO CDS 1-1-2019.indd   1 1/7/2019   12:11:13 PM
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BY PAULA KATINAS
PAULA@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

LGBTQ+ teenagers in
Bensonhurst and Bath Beach
will be able to find a support
system and receive encour-
agement for their artistic
ambitions at the New Utrecht
Library once a unique pro-
gram being organized by a
library support group gets off
the ground.

The Friends of New
Utrecht Library has been
awarded a $1,690 grant by the
Citizens Committee for New
York City as part of the com-
mittee’s Neighborhood Grants
program.

The Friends group was one
of 298 organizations around
the city to be awarded grants.
The CCNYC handed out a
total of $665,217 in grants
this year. The grants, which
go up to $3,000 each, are
given to grass-roots groups
working to improve the qual-
ity of life in their neighbor-
hoods.

More than 100 of the grants
were given to Brooklyn-based
organizations.

Located at 1743 86th St. in
Bensonhurst, the New Utrecht
Library is one of the most
popular and well-used facili-
ties in the Brooklyn Public
Library system, according to
BPL officials.

Sonia Valentin, leader of the
Friends of New Utrecht Library,
said she applied for a CCNYC
grant to help LGBTQ+ teens
because she believes they are an
underserved group. “I remem-
ber having a discussion one time
with a supervisor in the library
and she told me there are
LGBTQ+ kids who use the
library. They come in after
school. We want to help them by
giving them confidence,” she
told this newspaper.

Valentin said she feels sym-
pathy for LGBTQ+ youth, who
are often targeted by bullies and
shunned by their families.

Valentin and the Friends
group plan to start an arts work-
shop to draw out the artistic side
of the teens. “We’re going to
buy cameras and paint supplies.
We would like eventually to

take field trips and ask the kids
to take pictures or paint what
they see. We could frame their
work and put it on display,” she
said.

The neighborhood grants
were officially presented to
the winners at the CCNYC’s
Grantee Mixer, which recently
took place at St. Ignatius
Church on the Upper East
Side and included a grant ori-
entation session.

“These organizations are
doing incredible work to
improve the quality of life in
neighborhoods across the five
boroughs and we are proud to

support their efforts. We’re very
excited to see these projects take
shape and to witness the positive
impact they will have on count-
less New Yorkers,” CCNYC’s
CEO Peter Kostmayer said in a
statement.

The Brooklyn grant win-
ners are using the funds for a
variety of projects.

The Pakistani American
Youth Society is revitalizing the
Newkirk Community Garden.
Flatbush Enterprise is organiz-
ing wellness workshops for sen-
ior citizens and LifeCycle
Biking is promoting mental
health through meditation and

group bike rides.
“This Citizens Committee

grant enables us to add raised
beds for food growing, allowing
the old and the young to experi-
ence and share the joy of grow-
ing their own vegetables, herbs
and flowers. Newkirk Comm-
unity Garden is a space for all of
us to slow down and appreciate
nature — and each other — in a
community that has some of the
least amount of green space in
the entire city,” Mandy Strenz of
the Pakistani American Youth
Society stated.

Here’s a sampling of other
groups and their projects:

• Bay View Green Co-
mmittee (Sunset Park): Organ-
izing a community cleanup
day, a native plant day, and a
monthly Green Team volun-
teer day to support plant care
and sidewalk garden mainte-
nance.;

• Brooklyn Herb Club
(Bedford-Stuyvesant): Expand-
ing its capacity to create herbal
products for its members while
expanding its ability to respond
to calls it receives from social
justice organizations for basic
herbal medicine.

• Carroll Gardens Nanny
Association (Carroll Gardens):

Organizing domestic workers
to receive training on labor
rights, CPR and first aid and
child nutrition. Nanny mem-
bers are also connected to legal
resources and referrals.

• Holocaust Memorial Co-
mmittee: (Manhattan Beach-
Sheepshead Bay): Organizing
programming for the Holocaust
Memorial and the surrounding
park area in response to a
nationwide resurgence of big-
otry and local reports of vandal-
ism. The group is also planning
inter-generational park clean-
ups to connect Holocaust sur-
vivors with young people.

BY MEAGHAN
MCGOLDRICK

MMCGOLDRICK
@BROOKLYNREPORTER.OM

The street corner of a Coney
Island firehouse may soon bear
the name of a fallen member.

Community Board 13 voted
Wednesday to support an
application to co-name the
corner of West Eighth Street
and Surf Avenue, just outside
Engine 245, “Firefighter Fai-
zal Coto Way.” Faizal Coto,
then 33, was beaten to death
on the Belt Parkway in Dec-
ember, following a road-rage
dispute with then-29-year-old
Joseph Desmond.

Desmond, of Staten Island,
is accused of fatally beating
Coto, 33, with a blunt object
after the pair got into a minor
accident. Coto was found dead
next to his 2008 Ford Mustang
on the right shoulder of the Bay
Eighth Street and Shore
Parkway exit. His death was
“almost instant,” according to
the DA’s Office.

Desmond, who fled the scene,
was apprehended three days later
at a motel in New Jersey. A
crowd of firefighters awaited his
walkout at the 62nd Precinct in
Bensonhurst, where, instead of

jeers, Desmond was met by
heavy silence.

He pleaded not guilty to a
murder charge later that month.
His next court appearance is on
July 12. He faces up to 25 years
in prison if convicted.

Desmond was on parole for
a 2012 assault-as-a-hate-crime.

Coto, who was also an
aspiring rapper, was off-duty
when he was killed.

The application for the co-
naming was introduced to the
City Council by Councilmember
Chaim Deutsch, who contends
that the co-naming would mean
something not just to Engine 245
but to southern Brooklyn as a
whole.

“Coto devoted his life to
helping others, working at one
of the most dangerous jobs in
the city,” Deutsch said in a
statement. His legacy is one of
service, of compassion and of
deep commitment to his
hometown, and a street co-
naming in his honor would
ensure that his memory will
live on.”

At his wake in Sunset
Park, family, friends and col-
leagues remembered Coto as
someone who “lifted people
up,” both as a firefighter and
a musician.

Firefighter Joseph Romeo,
Coto’s closest friend in the
Coney Island firehouse, said
he and Coto entered the Fire
Department in the same class
three years ago.

“He was my best friend,
and he was everybody’s best
friend,” Romeo said. “He

would find the goodness in
everyone.”

He was also “the hardest
worker in the firehouse,” the
friend said.

CB13 District Manager
Eddie Mark called the effort a
noble one.

“We thought it was a wor-

thy cause,” he said of the
board’s vote.

Deutsch’s office expects a
decision on the co-naming in
the coming months.

— Additional reporting by
Christina Carrega and Todd
Maisel
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Friends of New Utrecht Library 
wins grant to help LGBTQ+ youth

Sonia Valentin (rear left)
and the members of the
Friends of the New
Utrecht Library are plan-
ning to use the CCNYC
grant to establish an arts
workshop for LGBTQ+
young people. 

ebrooklyn media/
file photo by Jaime DeJesus

Firefighters embrace outside the wake for Faizal Coto. 
ebrooklyn media/File photo by Todd Maisel

Push to memorialize Coney Island 
firefighter beaten to death on Belt Pkwy
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BY JAIME DEJESUS
JDEJESUS

@BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM

Cars flipped over in colli-
sions in both Sunset Park and
Dyker Heights on Memorial
Day, at just about the same
time. 

Authorities say that at
around 4:55 p.m., a 2011
Hyundai driven by a 30-year-
old man was travelling south-
bound on Third Avenue when
he collided with 2017 Jeep
driven by a 24-year-old old
man travelling westbound on
48th Street who was making a

left turn. 
The impact caused the Jeep to

overturn, striking two unoccu-
pied parked vehicles, a Chrysler
Sedan and a Honda SUV. The
operator of the Hyundai was
treated on the scene and the
operator of the Jeep was taken to
NYU Langone Hospital-Brook-
lyn, where he was in stable con-
dition.

Also, at around 4:45 p.m.,
there was a crash at the inter-
section of 83rd Street and 11th
Avenue, where two cars col-
lided and a parked, unoccu-
pied vehicle was also struck.
Minor injuries were sustained.

The 68th Precinct serves
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights
and Fort Hamilton.

LATE NIGHT ROB-
BERY: Two crooks robbed a
candy store and attacked an
employee on Third Avenue
between 73rd Street and Bay
Ridge Parkway on May 24 at
around 2:45 a.m. Cops say
that the men, dressed all in
black, entered the store, at
which time, one of the crooks
held down and punched a vic-
tim who was inside the shop
while the other broke open a
cash register and grabbed
money. The two then fled
northbound on Third Avenue
by foot. No arrests have been
made. 

BROKEN WINDOWS:
Cops say a 25-year-old man
had his vehicle broken into by

a crook who stole around
$1,600 worth of cash and elec-
tronics on May 26 at around
10:50 a.m. According to
authorities, the man parked his
car at 65th Street and Eighth
Avenue and, when he returned
to the vehicle, the rear left
window was broken and his
iPhone and $800 were stolen.
No arrests have been made. 

WALLET SNATCHER:
A 34-year-old woman had her
wallet snatched by a crook
while shopping inside a
department store near 86th
Street and Fifth Avenue on
May 25 at around 5:45 p.m.,
according to authorities. Cops
say that the woman had her
wallet at the bottom of her
baby stroller when she noticed
it was taken. After calling her
credit card company, she was
told the unknown perp made a
$326 charge at a nearby video
game store. No arrests have
been made. 

LOST AND FOUND: An
unknown crook drove away
with a vehicle owned by a
business on the southeast cor-
ner of Fifth Avenue and 86th
Street on May 24 at around
3:57 a.m. Reports claim that
the man left the vehicle parked
with the keys in the ignition
and the doors unlocked. The
crook then entered the vehicle
and drove away. The car con-
tained cash, electronics, a wal-
let and a passport. The vehicle
was later found near Neptune
Avenue and West 19th Street.
No arrests have been made. 

BUS BUST: A 19-year-old
man was arrested for allegedly
stealing an iPhone from a 63-
year-old straphanger while he
was sleeping aboard a bus near
the northeast corner of 92nd
Street and the Brooklyn Queens
Expressway on May 23. Cops
say the victim fell asleep on the
X4 bus from Staten Island to
Manhattan. He woke up just

passed the Verrazzano Bridge
on the BQE at around 8:30
p.m., at which time he noticed
that the phone, which was
inside a case attached to his hip,
had been nabbed. He suspected
a fellow passenger, alerted the
bus driver and the bus was
stopped. Responding officers
removed the alleged crook
from the bus and found that he
had the phone as well as a black
BB gun inside his backpack. 

The 62nd Precinct serves
Bensonhurst, Bath Beach
and Gravesend.

SIX AGAINST ONE: A
26-year-old man was allegedly
attacked and robbed by six
unknown crooks while walking
at 63rd Street and New Utrecht
Avenue at around 3 a.m. on
May 20. Cops say that, as the
man was walking home from

work, the gang of crooks
assaulted him. One of the perps
allegedly struck the victim with
a baseball bat while another
pointed a knife at him. The
crooks then took his wallet,
containing $200, and fled in an
unknown direction. The victim
suffered a dislocated shoulder.
No arrests have been made. 

BOX THROWER: Auth-
orities say a male attacker
threw a box at a 35-year-old
man near 86th Street and 17th
Avenue on May 26 at around
10 a.m. Cops say that the vic-
tim was outside when the man
threw a box at his face, result-
ing in cuts to the left eyebrow.
He was taken to NYU Lan-
gone Hospital-Brooklyn. No
arrests have been made. 

WHILE YOU WERE
WORSHIPPING: A 42-year-
old woman had her apartment
near 18th Avenue and 86th
Street burglarized by an

unknown crook on May 26 at
around 10 a.m., while she was
at church. Cops say that, while
she was out worshipping, the
perp used an object to break the
doorknob to the front door of
the apartment. Once inside, the
perp stole several items. The
victim believes her boyfriend
was the perp as his passport was
also missing from the room. No
arrests have been made. 

CROOK ON SHOPPING
SPREE: Cops say an unknown
crook broke into a car parked at
Bay 16th Street and 85th Street
and stole several items on May
25 at around 2:40 a.m. Cops say
the victim, a 34-year-old
woman, parked the car there at
around 2:30 a.m. When she
returned, she saw that a perp
had broken in and ransacked the
vehicle, taking $40 and a credit
card. The perp allegedly used
the stolen card at a sporting
goods store in Manhattan. No
arrests have been made. 
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Vehicles overturned in
Sunset Park, Dyker Hts.

on Memorial Day 
almost simultaneously

ABOVE: A Jeep overturned on Third Avenue in Sunset
Park on Memorial Day. AT RIGHT: The scene in Dyker
Heights where a car flipped over after a crash.

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Loudlabs News NYC  
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USE OUR OLIVE GARDEN APP
to place a ToGo order or put your name

on the online wait list to save your spot in line

Olive Garden  |  1684 Shore Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11214

OLIVE GARDEN
I N  C A E S A R ' S  B AY  I S  N OW  O P E N !

BUY ONE, TAKE ONE IS BACK!
COME JOIN US TODAY!

Ursula A. Gangemi, Esq.
Attorney-At-Law

FREE CONSULTATION

Specializing in Family Law: 
Divorce, Custody, Support, 
Step-Parent Adoption
7820 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y

718-238-8855
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Friends of Historic New Utrecht
New Utrecht Liberty Pole Association

New Utrecht Reformed Church

LIBERTY WEEKEND 2019
present

Saturday June 1st-Sunday June 2nd
HELD ON THE GROUNDS OF 

The New Utrecht Reformed Church
84th & 18th Ave., Brooklyn, New York

SATURDAY  JUNE 1: 11:00AM - 4PM
Events include Revolutionary War Re-enactors, Historical Displays, 

a Lecture, Tours of the Historic 1828 Church, Ceremonies at the 
Liberty Pole and Tour of the Old New Utrecht Cemetery  

Tour of the Old New Utrecht Cemetery
(Entrance 85th Street east of 16th Avenue)

ALL CELEBRATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE  RAIN OR SHINE 
FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL EVENTS

For more information call 718-256-7173 , Visit 
www.historicnewutrecht.org

or Facebook.com/FriendsofHistoricNewUtrecht
This program is supported in part , by public funds from the NYC Department of 

Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council , the NYC  DYCD, Coucilman Mark 
Treyger and Councilman Justin Brannan

Featuring
*Re-enactors representing the historic " Black Watch" 

( The Royal Highland Regiment)
*A Lecture on the Wallabout Bay Prison Ships

*Sale of Refreshments and Baked Goods to benefit the Church 
Restoration Fund

SUNDAY  JUNE 2: 1PM

• BU COINS SINGLES &
ROLLS-SETS

• BU SILVER DOLLARS
• CIRC & BU COMM. COINS
• U.S. MINT & PROOF SETS
• U.S. TYPE COINS
• METTLACH STEINS-PLAQUES
• ALL BEER STEINS PRE WWII

• OLD SPACE TOYS
• ALL POCKET WATCHES
• OLD BANKS
• ALL LEAD SOLDIERS-BRITAINS, ETC.
• U.S. PAPER MONEY - LARGE & SMALL
• ALL FOREIGN COINS

GOLD-SILVER-COPPER COINS
• FOREIGN PAPER MONEY

• U.S. & FOREIGN STAMPS
• MINT, USED, SETS
• ANTIQUES ALL TYPES
• ALL MILITARY WWI, WWII, ETC.
• ALL OLD TOYS - TIN, (CAST IRON)
• ALL TRAINS, LIONEL, AMER. FLYER
• ALL OLD POSTCARDS
• ALL OLD NON-SPORT CARDS

• ALL BASEBALL CARDS PRE-1975
• OLD TOY CAP GUNS
• CORGI, DINKY & MATCHBOX TOYS
• ALL OLD WORLD’S FAIR ITEMS
• OLD POLITICAL ITEMS,

BUTTONS, ETC.
• FRANKLIN MINT GOLD, SILVER

SETS, COINS, MEDALS

WANTED: WE BUY ENTIRE ESTATES

BROOKLYN GALLERY Coins & Stamps, Inc.
8725 4th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209            1-718-745-5701
Dept. HR3 C. A. Lic. 766197. All Subject To Market Changes. Open

We Carry A Full Line of
Coin, Stamp &

Collectible Aids.

Catch Us On The Web At
www.brooklyngallery.com

WANTED

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF COIN, STAMP
& COLLECTOR AIDS.

WE ALSO CARRY OVER 1800 TITLES ON
COLLECTOR CATALOGS.

COME IN AND ASK FOR OUR
COMPLETE LIST OF SUPPLIES.

HALF DOLLARS BU PROOF
1982 Washington 6.00 6.00
1986 St. of Liberty 2.00 2.00
1989 Congressional 5.00 5.00
1991 Mt. Rushmore 12.00 10.40
1992 Olympic 5.60 5.60
1992 Columbus 7.20 5.60
1993 Bill of Rights 13.00 13.00
1993 World War II 11.40 10.80
1994 World Cup 5.60 5.20
1995 Civil War 24.00 21.50
1995 Basketball 12.00   11.00
1995 Baseball 12.40 11.60
1996 Swimming 90.00 21.60
1996 Soccer 84.00 58.00
2001 Capt. Vis. Center 9.60 10.40
2003  First-Flight 10.00 10.40
2008  Bald Eagle 8.00 8.80
2011  U.S. Army 60.00  24.00
SILVER DOLLARS BU PROOF
83-P Olympic $ 17.00
83-D 17.00
83-S 17.00 17.00
84-P 17.00
84-D 17.00
84-S 17.00 17.00
86 S.O.L. 17.00 17.00
87 Const. 17.00 17.00
88 Olympic 17.00 17.00
89 Congrss. 17.00 17.00
90 Eisenhower 17.00 17.00

91 Mt. Rush. 17.00 17.00
91 Korea 17.00 17.00
91 U.S.O. 17.00 17.00
92 White House 17.00 17.00
92 Columbus 17.00 17.00
92 Olympic 17.00 17.00
93 Bill Rights 17.00 17.00
93 WW II 17.00 17.00
94 World Cup 17.00 17.00
93 Jefferson 17.00 17.00
94 P.O.W. 55.00 17.00
94 Vietnam 52.00 42.00
94 Women Miltry 17.00 17.00
94 Capitol 17.00 17.00
95 Sp.Olympic 17.00 17.00
95 Civil War 44.00 44.00
95 Gymnast 36.00 17.00
95 Blind Runner 44.00 32.00
95 Track & Field 58.00 17.00
95 Cycling 88.00 17.00
96 Wheelchair 200.00 48.00
96 Tennis 160.00 54.00
96  Rowing 190.00 41.00
96 High Jump 208.00 30.00
96 Comm. Service 112.00 36.00
96 Smithsonian 84.00 32.00
97 Botanical 17.00 17.00
97 J. Robinson 48.00 58.00
97 Law Enfrcmn. 95.00 54.00
98 Robt. Kennedy 32.00 32.00
98 Blk. Patriot 96.00 58.00

98 Dolly Madison. 17.00 17.00
99 Yellowstone 32.00 17.00
00 Lib. Congress 17.00 17.00
00 Leif Ericson 44.00 41.00
01 Buffalo 110.00 115.00
01 Cap. Visitor 17.00 24.00
02 Salt Lake City 17.00 17.00
02 West Point 17.00          17.00
03 First Flight 17.00 17.00
04 Lewis-Clark 17.00 17.00
04 Edison 17.00 17.00
05 Marine 17.00          30.00
05 Chief Just 17.00          17.00
B. Frank Scien. 17.00          34.00
06 B. Frank Found Fath 17.00          17.00
06 Old Mint 17.00          17.00
07 Little Rock 17.00          17.00
07 Jamestown 17.00          17.00
08 Bald Eagle 17.00          17.00
09 Abe Lincoln 35.00          38.00
09 L. Braill 17.00 17.00
10 Boy Scouts 17.00 17.00
10 Amer. Disabled Vets 17.00 17.00
US Army 34.00 30.00
US Medal Honor 34.00 35.00

TWO COIN SETS BU PROOF
83 S - 84 S Olympic 42.00
86 S.O.L. 18.00 18.00
89 Congress 18.00 18.00
91 Mt. Rush 18.00 18.00
92 Olympic 18.00 18.00
92 Columbus 18.00 18.00
93 Bill Rights 35.00 35.00
93 WWII 30.00 32.00
94 World Cup 18.00 18.00
93 Jefferson w/5¢ & Note 26.00
95 Civil War 52.00 52.00
95 Olympic Gym & Blind Run 53.00
95 Olympic Track & Field & Cyc. 53.00
96 Olympic Wh. Chair & Tennis 92.00
96 Olympic Row & High Jump 68.00
97 Botanical w/5¢ & Note 110.00
98 R.F. Kennedy 56.00
98 R.F.K. - J.F.K. 135.00
98 Black Patriot 120.00
99 D. Madison 44.00
99 Yellow Stone 49.00
00 Millen C & C 40.00
00 Lief Ericson 54.00
01 Buffalo 230.00
01 Buffalo C & C   110.00
04 Lewis & Clark 28.00

BUYING & SELLING
GOLD-SILVER-COINS-STAMPS-COLLECTIBLES

Buy
Half Dollars

Quarters

Dimes

Buy
War Nickels

40% Silver
Halves  

1964 & Before Silver Coins

STERLING SILVER
FRANKLIN MINT MEDAL INGOTS
ANYTHING MARKED STERLING

KNIVES-FORKS-SPOONS-BOWLS- PLATES-TRAYS • DIAMONDS   •
RINGS-EARRINGS-BRACELETS
NECKLACES-PINS-WATCHES

TOP PRICES PAID
Buying Gold & Platinum Coins, All Types

GOLD JEWELRY
10K-14K-DENTAL

18K-22K-PLATINUM
ALL FORMS WANTED

RINGS-BANDS-CHAINS-MEDALS 
NECKLACES-EARRINGS-WATCHES 

BRACELETS
10K  20.00 per DWT
14K 30.00 per DWT

Dental 35.00 per DWT
18K 41.00 per DWT

Platinum 27.00 per DWT

BUYING MODERN COMMEMORATIVES

SILVER DOLLARS
Peace dollars               1921-35 $13.00
1921  Morgans Dollars $14.00
1878-1904  Morgans Dollars $17.00

All Modern Commemoratives and Mint products must contain complete original U.S. Mint packaging.

WE
HAVE

PRESIDENTIAL
ALBUMS

& FOLDERS

All Slab Coins
NGC • PCGS • PCI • ANA

ALL TYPES WANTED:
Wheat Cents - 1909-1958

Paying 1.00 Per Roll

4.50
2.25
.90

.50

12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00

12.00

12.00
12.00
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12.00
12.00
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12.00
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12.00
12.00
12.00
12.00
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12.00
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12.00
12.00
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12.00
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Please Call For Quote on 
Larger Quantities of Silver Coins

1.50

STERLING ALL TYPES 9.50

WE BUY
GOLD FILLED JEWELRY

-MUST BE MARKED-

Mon.-Fri.-9:30-5, Sat. Call for Sat. Hours - Same Location For Over 49 Years

ATTENTION
MEASLES OUTBREAK

fever, cough, red eyes, runny nose and body rash,
IF YOU HAVE

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY!

GET VACCINATED!
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Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade 
brings out borough’s patriotism

BY PAULA KATINAS
PAU L A@BRO OK LY N E AGLE .COM

Pride, patriotism, 
and plenty of smiles 
were on display at the 

152nd Annual Kings County 
Memorial Day Parade on 
Monday as marchers and 
spectators alike waved 
American flags to celebrate 
the big event.

The parade, which takes 
place in Bay Ridge each year, 
is held to pay tribute to U.S. 
service members killed in 
this nation’s wars.

Marching bands, school-
children, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, representatives 
of civic organizations 
and, of course, veterans’ 
groups like the American 
Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars proudly 

marched along 
the parade route. 
The parade route, 
which began on 
Third Avenue, 
wound up inside 
John Paul Jones 
Park on Fourth 
Avenue, located 

outside the Fort Hamilton 
Army Base, where a post-pa-
rade ceremony was held.

The Brooklyn march 
— one of the oldest, contin-
uously held Memorial Day 
parades in the country — is 
sponsored by the United 
Military Veterans of Kings 

County. 
“The crowd along the pa-

rade route was the largest 
since I’ve been  involved 
with the parade. We had 
more veterans on the 
floats and marching in the 
parade then we have had 
in many years,” Parade 
Chairperson Raymond 
Aalbue told this newspaper 
in an email. “The lead band 
in the parade, 369th Experi-
ence, recreating the music 
of the Harlem Hellfighters 
from World War I, was a 
wonderful addition to the 
line of march. The commit-
tee thanks everyone who 
marched, who came out to 
applaud the veterans, and 
remember all those who 
died in selfless service to 
our country.”

Parade Grand Marshal 
Marty Golden said he 
was deeply moved by the 
experience.

“There was a tremendous 
outpouring of support for 
our veterans. That was a 

wonderful thing to see. And 
to see people marching with 
our flag was tremendous,” 
Golden, a former state sen-
ator, told this newspaper.

Among those marching 
in the parade were Public 
Advocate Jumaane Wil-
liams, Borough President 
Eric Adams, U.S. Rep. Max 
Rose, state Sen. Andrew 
Gounardes, Assembly 
Members Mathylde Fron-
tus and Nicole Malliotakis 
and Councilmember Justin 
Brannan.

Golden, who served in the 
U.S. Army National Guard 

several years ago, said he 
was honored to be marching 
at the head of the parade. “It 
was one of the best days 
I’ve ever had. It was a great 
crowd and to have my wife 
and sons with me was very 
special,” he said.

Golden’s wife Colleen and 
their two sons, Michael and 
Patrick, attended the parade 
ceremonies with him.

Col. Andrew Zieseniss, 
the commanding officer of 
Fort Hamilton, was one of 
the speakers at the ceremo-
ny in John Paul Jones Park.

The ceremony included a 
wreath laying, the playing 
of “Taps” and a 21 gun-salute 
by the Veteran Corps of Ar-
tillery, the oldest military 
organization in New York 
State. The group dates back 
to the Revolutionary War.

Golden admitted that his 
thoughts on the day of the 
parade frequently turned to 
the plight of military veter-
ans who are having a tough 
time adjusting to civilian life.

“A large number of our 
veterans are having a hard 
time assimilating. Some of 
these folks have done two, 
three tours of combat duty. 
Our prayers go out to them,” 
he said.

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Arthur de Gaeta

Scenes from the 152nd Annual Kings County 
Memorial Day Parade.
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By Alex Williamson
editorial@brooklynreporter.com

On Monday, Brooklyn residents flocked to 
the 21st annual Memorial Day concert at Green-
Wood Cemetery featuring the New York City 
Symphonic Band. 

Hundreds of concertgoers sat in folding 
chairs or on the shady hillside while the band, 
led by Conductor Paul Corn, played under 
Green-Wood’s landmarked gothic arch. The 
program featured patriotic standards like “Battle 
Cry of Freedom” and “America the Beautiful,” 
as well as music composed by some of the 
cemetery’s permanent residents, including 
Leonard Bernstein, Claudio Grafulla and James 
Weldon Johnson.

Broadway star Caesar Samayoa and jazz 
vocalist Renée Manning were the concert’s 
featured soloists. U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez 
and Assemblymember Felix Ortiz were in 
attendance, and both delivered remarks 
honoring New York’s veterans before the 
start of the show. 

“New York and Brooklyn have a long history 
of service to our nation and sacrifice in defense 
of our freedoms. There are more than 190,000 
veterans from all our nation’s wars living 
throughout the five boroughs, and we owe them 
a debt of profound gratitude,” said Velázquez. 

This was Green-Wood’s 21st annual Memorial 
Day concert. The first was conceived to honor 
Louis Moreau Gottschalk, a 19th-century com-
poser who entertained troops during the Civil 
War and is buried at the cemetery along with an 
estimated 5,000 Civil War veterans. 

The cemetery has a long history of being used 
for recreation as much as a burial ground, and 
Green-Wood President Richard Moylan said 
hosting concerts on the grounds is in line with 
that tradition. 

“As we become less and less of an active 
burial site we’ve started thinking, this is 478 
acres of beautiful landscape that people need to 
see and know about,” said Moylan. “Between 
the programming and the attention we’ve paid in 
the last 10 years to the horticulture and the trees, 
it’s a reason to come here just to walk around 
these days.”

Fort Greene resident Laura Fiesel sat on the 
hillside surrounded by tombstones and enjoyed 
the music on Monday afternoon. 

“It makes a different kind of atmosphere than 
a concert at Prospect Park,” she said. “I feel 
like everybody here has respect for the dead, 
and that feeling of respect extends to the music 
and to the holiday.”
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Coney Island employee 
receives Sloan Public Service Award

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

NYC Health + Hospi-
tals/Coney Island’s 
Joseph Marcellino, 

MPH, CHE, associate 
director of emergency 
management, received the 
prestigious Sloan Public 
Service Award for his help-
ing lead emergency hospital 
services during both Hurri-
cane Irene and Superstorm 
Sandy. The award is given 
to those who have shown 
extraordinary service and 
dedication in upholding the 
public interest.

Marcellino was present-
ed with a check for $10,000 
at an afternoon reception 
held on Thursday, May 
23 in the hospital’s Kane 
Auditorium. He received 
the award at an evening 
ceremony held in the Great 
Hall at Cooper Union in 
New York City.

Marcellino was select-
ed from among 250,000 
New York City workers 

to receive the honor. He 
is one of six recipients of 
this esteemed award for 
extraordinary work and 
commitment to the public.

During Hurricane Irene 
and Superstorm Sandy, he 
organized and coordinated 
the successful evacuation, 
closure and reopening of 
the hospital. Marcellino 
is a nationally recognized 
expert in both public health 
emergency management 
and agency preparedness 
and response.

“Although we are in a 
time when the unforeseen 

looms and we expect the un-
expected, I am encouraged 
by having a consummate 
professional such as Joe 
leading our emergency pre-
paredness and response,” 
said William Brown, MBA, 
FACHE, CEO, NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Coney Island.

“Thanks to Joe’s leader-
ship, our employees in ev-
ery line of work are ready 
to act immediately when 
needed. Because of his 
expertise during disasters 
such as Superstorm Sandy, 
precious lives were saved,” 
added Brown.

Marcellino was hum-
bled by the recognition. “I 
am passionate about my 
profession and I love what 
I do, so receiving the Sloan 
Public Service Award is 
an incredible honor,” said 
Marcellino.

“However, this award 
is not only about me. I’m 
standing here accepting 
this award today because 
of the dedication, profes-
sionalism and compassion 
of all of my coworkers and 
individual team members 
who have enabled me to 
bring ideas into reality.”

Marcellino serves on the 
Board of Directors and as 
chairperson of the Regional 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Council of New York 
City. He is also an assistant 
professor at St. John’s Uni-
versity, where he teaches 
health policy. During his 
career, he has also served 
on numerous local, state 
and federal emergency 
management committees 
and commissions.

Prior to joining NYC 
Health + Hospitals, Mar-
cellino held positions di-
recting emergency health 
and medical preparedness 
activities for the New York 
City Office of Emergency 
Management and also 
at New York City Emer-
gency Medical Services, 
developing the emergency 
management action plans 
for the city. In addition to 
strategic preparedness, he 
has demonstrated organi-
zational and operational 
leadership during signif-
icant catastrophic events 
throughout the city.

For 45 years, the Fund 
for the City has bestowed 
the New York Sloan Public 
Service Award annually 
upon six outstanding civil 
servants. It is considered 
the Nobel Prize of city gov-
ernment. The fund has rec-
ognized city employees at 
all ranks and levels of gov-
ernment who have shown 
extraordinary service and 
dedication to upholding the 
public interest.

The other 2019 honorees 
are Keith Herman, chief fleet 
officer, deputy commission-
er, NYC DCAS; Renee Par-
ham, director, Emergency 
Services Bureau Office of 
Enforcement and Neigh-
borhood Services, New York 
City Housing Preservation & 
Development; Gesille Dixon, 
borough director, Bronx 
Neighborhood Library 
Networks, New York Public 
Library; Candy Rodriguez, 
school safety agent, Joan of 
Arc Public School Complex, 
NYPD; and John Gallagher, 
deputy warden in command, 
Department of Correction.

Photos courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals/Coney Island
Stuart Rosenhaus, Dr. Terence Brady, Andrew Campbell, William 
Brown, Joseph Marcellino, Mei Kong, Dr. Mark Kindschuh and 
Jonathan Nover.

Civic leaders and organizations honored at 41st 
annual Rotary Club of Verrazano dinner dance
BY JOHN ALEXANDER

JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

It was a night to recog-
nize civic leaders as The 
Brooklyn Rotary Club 

of Verrazano celebrated its 
41st anniversary on Friday, 
May 17 at Gargiulo’s Restau-
rant in Coney Island.

Dr. Joseph Caruana served 
as master of ceremonies. The 
St. John’s University ROTC 
Color Guard presented the 
colors and performed the 
national anthem.

This year’s Humanitari-
ans Award was presented 
to the Van Westerhout 
Cittadini Molesi Social 
Club and Club Carinese 
d’America, two prominent 
Italian-American social 
clubs that, along with the 
Rotary Club, helped sponsor 
three children from Kosovo 
to come to the United States 
for open heart surgery. 
The children received the 
life-saving surgery, and 
went home with suitcases 
full of toys and other 
essentials provided these 
organizations.

The Women and Children 
Award recipients were Ca-
mille Loccisano and Cathy 
Campanella. Loccisano 
founded “Frankie’s 
M i s si on ,”  a 
n o n p r o f i t 
c h a r i t a b l e 
foundation 
established 
in her son’s 
name and 
memory, to 
assist and sup-
port the families 
of children with 
pediatric cancer.

“I want to thank 
the Rotary for this 
honor and I will 
say that I am not 
the only person who has 
lost a child,” said Loccisano. 

“And I know they will agree 
with me when I say when 
this happens you don’t know 
how to go on but you have to 
go on. You have to remain 
as a caring parent to your 
remaining children and you 
want to memorialize your 
child,” she continued.

“The Rotary has a long and 
wonderful list of things they 
do and included in that list 

is the support 
that they give 
to people like 
me, people 
who want to 
move on and 
make a differ-

ence in their child’s name.”
Campanella is a communi-

ty leader and assistant prin-
cipal who helped establish 
an engineering and STEM 
program PS/IS 192.The 
award recognized the two 
women for their efforts on 
behalf of children and their 
support of the Rotary Club 
and its community outreach.

The Paul Harris Fellow 
Award, named in honor of 
the man who founded the 

Rotary Club with three 
business associates in Chi-
cago in 1905, was presented 
to individuals who have 
demonstrated the true 
spirit of Rotary by their 
hard work and dedication 
to humanitarian efforts.

“This year’s Paul Harris 
recipients, Salvator Fodera, 
Nino Russo, Aldo Adamo, 
Bruno Frustaci and Joseph 
Speziale, are being recog-
nized for their support of 
our Homeless Veterans’ 
program, for their support 
of our Gift of Life New York 
program and for their 
service to our club,” said 
Caruana.

“By accepting this pin you 

will join a family of well 
over 950,000 Paul Harris 
Fellows worldwide,” Carua-
na went on. “Besides several 
members of our club, you 
stand with notables such as 
Mother Teresa, Nelson Man-
dela, Kofi Annan, Prince 
Charles, Gandhi, Luciano 
Pavarotti, King Hussein of 
Jordan and Pope Paul II.”

A highlight of the evening 
was when incoming Presi-
dent Bill Sobolow explained 
that in order to attend the 
dinner dance he had to 
miss the first father-daugh-
ter dance at his daughter 
Theresa Marie’s school. He 
then escorted her out onto 
the dance floor for their first 

dance as everyone clapped 
and cheered.

The evening included a 
silent auction with proceeds 
supporting Gift of Life of 
NY, a nonprofit organi-
zation working to obtain 
life-saving heart surgeries 
for children in distress. 
Truncali explained the Ro-
tary Club’s motto is “Service 
Above Self.”

The Rotary Club of 
Verrazano is one of more 
than 30,000 rotary clubs 
in 160 countries worldwide. 
They work to help feed the 
hungry, procure open heart 
surgeries for children over-
seas and support a variety of 
local projects.

ebrooklyn media photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Rotary Club of Verrazano members and award winners.

Incoming Rotary 
Club President Bill 
Sobolow dancing 
with his daughter 

Theresa Marie.
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GOWANUS REPOWERING PROJECT
Department of Public Service  
Case 18-F-0758
Notice of Public Comment Period 
and Availability of Intervenor Funds
 
Under rules of the New York State Board 
on Electric Generation Siting and the 
Environment (the Siting Board), Astoria 
Generating Company, L.P. is seeking to 
repower its existing Gowanus Generating 
Facility, located on the Sunset Park 
waterfront in Brooklyn, with new, more 
efficient generating units and to retire its 
existing Narrows Generating Facility, also 
located on the Sunset Park waterfront 
(Gowanus Repowering Project). On May 
15, 2019, Astoria Generating filed with 
the Siting Board a Preliminary Scoping 
Statement (PSS) in connection with 
the Project, discussing the nature and 
scope of the studies Astoria Generating 
will undertake to identify and evaluate 
the potential impacts of the Project on the 
environment and the community. With 
the PSS, Astoria Generating submitted the 
required intervenor fee of $200,000 available 
to eligible municipal and local parties 
during the pre-application phase of the 
proceedings.
 
On May 17, 2019, the Siting Board issued 
two Notices:
(1) a Notice of Filing of Preliminary 
Scoping Statement and Deadline for 
Submitting Comments, which states that 
any person, agency or municipality who 
wishes to comment on the PSS must submit 
comments to the Siting Board by no later 
than 4:30 p.m. on June 5, 2019; and (2) a 
Notice of Availability of Pre-Application 
Intervenor Funds and Deadline for 
Submitting Funding Requests which 
states that municipal and local parties 
intending to request pre-application 
intervenor funding must apply for such 
funding by no later than 4:30 p.m. on 
June 14, 2019.
 
The PSS and the Siting Board’s Notices 
(with directions on how to file comments 
and funding requests), are available on the 
Siting Board website at http://documents.
dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/
CaseMaster.aspx?MatterCaseNo=18-
f-0758&submit=Search and on 
Astoria Generating’s website at www.
repoweringbrooklyn.com.

For further information, contact the 
Siting Board’s Public Information 
Coordinator, James Denn, 1-518-474-7080,  
email: james.denn@dps.ny.gov,  
or Astoria Generating Company, L.P.,  
1-833-617-9547 (toll free),  
email: info@repoweringbrooklyn.com

Gone but not forgotten: McKinley 
students celebrate Memorial Day

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

William McKinley 
I.S. 259 hosted a 
Memorial Day 

ceremony on Friday, May 
24 to pay homage to military 
personnel who lost their 
lives defending the country.

Principal Janice Geary 
welcomed guests in-
cluding veterans, 
community lead-
ers, McKinley 
students and 
their families 
for the pur-
pose of teach-
ing students the 
true meaning of 
Memorial Day.

Geary discussed 
the significance of 
the poppy worn 
to commemorate 
fallen heroes on Memorial 
Day. According to Geary, 

“The poppy flower is worn 
to remember the fallen, to 
honor those who have died 
in battle, in commemoration 
of the ultimate sacrifice 
made by men and women 
during combat.”

English Language Arts 
teacher Jessica Amato 
coordinated the event and 
her students presented a 
moving skit portraying 
five friends who grew up 
together during the 1960s 
in Flatbush and ended up 
fighting in the Vietnam 
War. All five young men 
were killed in action.

The emotional story 
engaged the audience of 
middle school students 
and adults alike, as it was 
revealed that these five men 
had their lives cut short 
as they wielded weapons 
through elephant grass, 
amidst swampy lands in 

the jungles of 
Vietnam.

Amato noted 
that one of the 
boys in the skit 

acted the part of her uncle, 
Joseph Charles Russo, who 
was killed 50 years ago 
in Vietnam. Amato stated, 

“Freedom is priceless, but 
comes at the price of lives 
lost: the ultimate sacrifice.”

The McKinley band per-
formed at the ceremony and 
the national anthem was 
sung by student Elisa Luo. 
Student Leo Zhao played 
Taps. Among those attend-
ing the event were District 
20 Community Superinten-
dent Karina Costantino and 
Deputy Superintendent Dr. 
Joe O’Brien.

In her remarks, Geary 
explained the difference 
between Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day — that 
Veterans Day celebrates the 
service of all U.S. military 
veterans while Memorial 
Day pays tribute to those 
who died while serving 

— before inviting the vet-
erans to speak about their 

individual experiences 
while serving in the military.

The guest speakers in-
cluded Herb Morales, John 
Cullen, Ed Pankowski, Maj. 
Juan Diaz and Ray Aalbue, 
chairperson of Brooklyn’s 
152nd Memorial Day Parade.

“The staff at McKinley 
do such a great job teach-
ing their students about  
M e m o r i a l 
Day and Vet-
erans Day,” 
Aalbue told 
this paper. 

“I’ve been to 
quite a few 

of these  celebrations and 
they are well-thought-out 
by the staff and executed by 
the students who are very 
enthusiastic. When you 
enter the building, children 
meet you at the door saying, 
‘Thank you for your service,” 
Aalbue went on.

Aalbue was impressed 
that the auditorium was 

lined with 
the school’s 
cheerleaders 
who warmly 
greeted the 
guests and 
helped escort 
them to their 
seats. The 
v e t e r a n s 
were seated 
up on the 

stage as the 
color guard 
presented the 
colors.

“ E v e r y o n e 
e n c o u ra g e d 
the children 
t o  s t u d y 

hard and make a difference 
in the world,” said Aalbue, 
who spoke about Memorial 
Day and urged the approxi-
mately 400 children in the 
auditorium to “remember 
all those who died in selfless 
service to our country.”

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Arthur de Gaeta

Students gathered with Maj. Juan Diaz.

McKinley students proudly wave the flag at 
Memorial Day celebration.

McKinley students hold the poster they designed in honor of Memorial Day.

Elisa Luo 
performs the 

national anthem.

Red and 
blue 
ribbons 
swirled 
during the 
perfor-
mance.
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Sunset Park Kids help beautify the neighborhood
BY JAIME DEJESUS

J DEJ ESUS@BRO OK LY N R EPORT ER .

COM

What began as a 
large group of 
kids wearing 

Sunset Park t-shirts has 
become a group dedi-
cated to beautifying the 
neighborhood..

Around 18 kids belong to 
the group which has dedi-
cated several summers and 
falls to cleaning the streets 
and tree pits, planting flow-
ers in the park and trees 
on the street, eventually 
turning a simple series of 
good deeds into a 501(c)(3) 
not-for-profit organization, 
Sunset Park Kids.

Sunset Park resident 
Paul Edelstein explained 
that it all began with his 
extended family, many of 
whom live in the area.

“We had a group of 12 
cousins all around the 
same age who are from 
Sunset Park,” the lifelong 
Brooklynite explained. 
Like all kids, they want to 
go to amusement parks, so 
in 2010 we printed t-shirts 
so we could keep track of 
them. The shirts said Sun-
set Park Kids and had all the 

kids’ names.”
It quickly became a tra-

dition; each year, the kids 
designed a new logo for the 
shirts. Then, the children’s 
camaraderie combined 
with their Sunset Park 
pride gave Edelstein the 
idea.

“I thought, since we live 
in Sunset Park, let’s try 
and make the neighbor-
hood better,” he explained. 

“When [then Mayor] Mi-
chael Bloomberg had his 
million tree project, we got 
some trees planted in the 
area because our block was 
desolate. We cleaned up 
the tree wells and planted 

flowers.” and we went to 
the gardener in Sunset Park 
itself which is such a beauti-
ful park and undervalued.”

Then, Edelstein recount-
ed, the kids went to the 
gardener in Sunset Park 
at Fifth Avenue and 44th 
Street, and asked if the kids 
could plant tulips for her.

“For $500, I bought 1,000 
tulips and I would go out 
with my band of Sunset 
Park Kids and we would 
wear our t-shirts and plant,” 
he said, adding that it 
started to catch on. “People 
would come up to us and ask 
if they could help. People 
really liked it.”

Two years ago, Edelstein, 
an attorney, did the paper-
work to make Sunset Park 
Kids a 501(c)(3) charity, and 
its mission broadened, as 
members of the group 
also wanted to beautify the 
neighborhood with murals.

“I thought it would be an 
amazing idea, so we raised 

money for it,” he explained. 
“I turned 50 a year ago. 
Instead of people giving 
me gifts, I told everyone, 
make a donation for a street 
mural.”

The group raised about 
$6,000 and then went to 
local businesses looking for 
a place to put up the mural, 

and they hit pay dirt at 46th 
Street and Fifth Avenue, 
where the business owner 
and tenants in the corner 
building agreed.

Edelstein and the kids got 
two artists, one of whom is 
from Sunset Park, to create 
the mural, which is around 
90 percent complete.

And the group has con-
tinued to expand. Local 
businesses, said Edelstein, 
have contributed money to 
buy an additional 50 tulips 
to plant in the park. “Lo-
cals, kids, business owners 
have come together to say, 
‘I’ll help and allow you to 
do things that will have a 
transformative effect on 
the neighborhood, “ Edel-
stein said. “It started really 
small. It’s just a bunch of 
kids that had a nickname 
that has gotten a bit larger. 
We want to do more.”

As time has passed, other 
kids have joined in on the 
efforts.

“When we’ve been out on 
the street, when we were 
planting in the park, kids 
would come up with their 
parents and ask what we 
were doing and if they 
could help,” Edelstein said. 

“We said sure.”

New healthy food pantry debuts in Sunset Park
BY JAIME DEJESUS

J DEJ ESUS@BRO OK LY N R EPORT ER .

COM

There’s a new purvey-
or of healthy foods in 
Sunset Park, one that 

can benefit those in need in 
the neighborhood.

The Table, a new Sunset 
Park food pantry developed 
by Family Health Centers at 
NYU Langone, opened to 
the public on April 5 at 6025 
Sixth Avenue.

A little over a month later, 
the pantry — which includes 
fresh produce items avail-
able as well as some fresh 
protein items available such 
as eggs — was open to the 
media so that staffers could 
show off its comprehensive 
program to provide new 
nutritional resources that 
NYU Langone hopes will 
help improve the health of 
Sunset Park families, who 
utilize the resource on an 
appointment basis.

“Everything is reser-
vation-based as opposed 
to just showing up and 
getting a bag of food,” said 
Katie Barth, the community 

health education and out-
reach coordinator at the 
Family Health Centers at 
NYU Langone. “We like to 
do things a bit differently. 
Eating healthy is a top pri-
ority for us, especially as a 
health center, so we are do-
ing nutrition education and 
cooking demos, explaining 
why we should eat brown 
rice instead of white rice. 
We are trying to have folks 
change their eating habits.”

“I have seen this commu-
nity change and become 
more robust and I also 
see the challenges aren’t 
going away for lots of the 

residents here,” noted Barth, 
who said she grew up a mere 
10 blocks away from where 
the food pantry is located. 

“This is a service that hasn’t 
been provided in this specif-
ic neighborhood before.”

In addition, said Barth, 
because of the way the 
pantry works, “People are 
comfortable coming here. 
We don’t have a long process 
for documentation to get en-
try to the pantry. People are 
able to come to a one-stop 
shop as I like to call it and 
we have services available 
as well as community based 
programming.”

Among those on hand 
for the media open house 
on May 10 was Brooklyn 
Borough President Eric Ad-
ams, who has made the issue 
of healthy eating a priority 
for his administration.

“This is important for Sun-
set Park because you have a 
large population of people 
who would normally slip 
through the cracks,” noted 
Adams. “What I mean by that 
is that they won’t have access 

to information that 
will help them 
prevent disease. 

When they come 
here, they find out 
what they can do 
about their diabetes. 
Government should 
be having an open 
mind, not a blind eye, 
to things that people 
need in their lives to 
make them whole.”

The media open 
house included a cooking 
demonstration, led by Deb-
bie Rivera, health educator 
at Family Health Center at 
NYU Langone, who showed 
Adams how to make brown 
rice and beans with sauteed 
broccoli and peppers. She 
also discussed the impor-
tance of eating healthy.

“We eat in order to live. 
We don’t live in order to 
eat,” she said. “You have 
to enjoy what you eat, but 

you also have to be aware 
of what you’re eating, how 
you’re eating it and what 
time you’re eating it. The 
other important thing is 
to know what your family 
history is. You can prevent 
a lot by researching what 
your family’s diseases have.”

“Whoever states that eat-
ing healthy means you have 
to stay hungry is wrong,” 
said Adams. “It’s about en-
joying your food and at the 
same time giving your body 
the right nutrients.”

Barth said that the food 
pantry came about after 
the organization was “ap-
proached by the New York 
City Food Assistance Col-
laborative a few years ago 
because there’s a high level 
of food insecurity in Sunset 
Park compared to the rest of 
the city. They said, ‘How do 
you feel about opening a 
food pantry?’”

Support for the venture 
was obtained from the Unit-
ed Way as well as through 
the city Department of 
Health’s Hunger Prevention 
and Nutrition Assistance 
Program.

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Jaime DeJesus

Gathering for a group photo.

Debbie Rivera showed 
Borough President 
Eric Adams how to 
make brown rice and 
beans with sauteed 
broccoli and peppers.

Photos courtesy of Paul Edelstein

The mural.

Sunset Park Kids are working to beautify the 
neighborhood.
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Art
ON SITE 2019
Trestle Gallery’s annual 
group exhibition featuring 
artwork by our current 
studio members, artists-
in-residence, and staff. 
This year’s exhibition will 
be curated by curatorial 
collective 3walls.
When: Through June 9th, 1:30 
– 6:30 p.m.
Where: Park Slope/Trestle 
Gallery (850 3rd Avenue)

RACE AND 
REVOLUTION: 
REIMAGINING 
MONUMENTS
The show questions the 
relationship between 
historical memory and 
historical monuments 
and what the underlying 
implications are for those 
histories that remain absent. 
Seventeen artists were asked 
to envision monuments 
that add depth and truth 
to New York’s compelling 

history. Exhibiting artists 
include Alexis Callender, 
Ayasha Guerin, Chip 
Thomas, Damien Davis, 
Emmaline Payette, Kamau 
Ware, Kimberly Becoat, Lyra 
Monteiro, Maureen Conner, 
Maureen McNeil, Marilyn 
Nance, Rose Desiano, Sal 
Munoz, Studio Darn, Zaq 
Landsberg and Jennifer 
Mack Watkins.
When: Fridays through June 
14th, 3 – 6 p.m.
Where: Park Slope/Old Stone 
House (336 3rd Street)

THIS IS NO.628 OF 
EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY
Jeff Wallace: This is No.628 
of Everyman’s Library, 
which explores the 
relationship between time 
and memory as it relates 
to objects and ephemera 
that we save throughout 
our lives. Through a process 
of literary archeology, he 
uncovers and reassembles 
buried content and 
fragments – both literal and 
conceptual – to create new 

narratives that reference the 
past and, often, the journey 
of the original source 
material.
When: Daily through June 
24th
Where: DUMBO/Main Window 
(One Main Street)

JEFF KRAUS, ‘MY 
BUNNY THE SNAKE’
Jeff Kraus’s first one-person 
exhibition in New York and 
with the gallery. Kraus’s 
studio sits on the far side of 
Greenpoint, within striking 
distance of contaminated 
baseball fields and a 
National Grid waste depot, 
among chop shops, Chinese 
ex-pat marble cutting 
workshops, and rag picking 
factories. A visit to his 
studio reminds us that some 
corners of a rapidly changing 
city remain untamable and 
unmappable.
When: Thursdays & Fridays 

through June 24th, 12 – 6 p.m.
Where: DUMBO/Asphodel (29 
Jay Street)

ALIEN 
PHENOMENOLOGY
Featuring work by Jessica 
Segall, MK Luff, Jack 
DiLaura, and Blake Marques 
Carrington.
When: Through June 30th
Where: DUMBO/Made in NY 
Media Center (30 John Street)

13 COLORS
A new installation of work 
by Hanno Otten. Based on 
his Farbenlehre, Colorblocks, 
and Lichtbilder series, this 
extraordinary installation is a 
new development of Otten’s 
work.  Pure vivid color is 
Otten’s language.  
When: Tuesdays-Saturdays 
through June 30th, 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m.,
Where: DUMBO/Janet Borden, 
Inc. (91 Water Street)

ENSAMBLAGE
Solo exhibition of the latest 
collage works by Audrey 
Anastasi
When: Daily through June 
30th
Where: Bedford Stuyvesant/
Welancora Gallery (33 
Herkimer Street)

PROVENANCE 
SHERVONE NECKLES
Provenance is Neckles’ 
newest print series that 
features a liminal figure 
maneuvering through space 
with a house structure worn 

as a mask or headdress. 
The house structure is a 
replication of her maternal 
family home in Grenada that 
dates back to the turn of the 
19th century, and the house, 
for the artist, stands in for a 
confrontation with past and 
present colonialism.
When: Thursdays-Sundays 
through July 7th, 1 – 6 p.m.
Where: Crown Heights/
FiveMyles (558 St. Johns Place)

ANTON ZOLOTOV: 
PLAYING WITH FIRE
A solo show featuring the 
work of Anton Zolotov. 
Zolotov crafts a sprawling 
survey of misanthropy, 
isolation, and social 
rejection in the context of 
contemporary youth culture 
through intensive artistic 
studies of the ephemera 
of Kurt Cobain, the iconic 
vocalist of Nirvana. The 
artwork connects how these 
various elements of the dark 
side of modern adolescence 
relate to an ongoing roiling 
cycle of self-harm, addiction, 
and ultimately, premature 
self-destruction among 
marginalized young people 
today.
When: Saturdays & Sundays 
through July 7th, 12 – 7 p.m. 
or by appt
Where: Red Hook/Peninsula Art 
Space (352 Van Brunt Street)

NEW DAWN FADES
A collection of paintings 
by Brooklyn artist Christian 

Nguyen. This body of work is 
inspired by Claude Monet’s 
Rouen Cathedral series. 
Nguyen’s primarily focus 
is architecture and how it 
embodies the mind, body 
and soul.
When: Saturdays through 
June 8th, 12 – 6 p.m.
Where: Carroll Gardens/Court 
Tree Collective (371 Court 
Street)

KEN ROSENTHAL AND 
LYNN SILVERMAN
Works in Black & White.
When: Wednesdays-Saturdays 
through June 29th, 11 a.m. – 6 
p.m.
Where: DUMBO/Klompching 
Gallery (89 Water Street)

HEAVEN, HELL, AND 
PURGATORY: VISIONS 
OF THE AFTERLIFE 
IN THE CATHOLIC 
TRADITION
Morbid Anatomy and The 
Green-Wood Cemetery are 
partnering, once again, to 
present a new exhibition, 
Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory: 
Visions of the Afterlife in 
the Catholic Tradition. The 
exhibition explores Catholic 
visions of the afterlife that 
have stirred the popular 
imagination and served to 
steer the collective moral 
compass for centuries.
When: Saturdays-Sundays 
through June 30th. 12 – 5 p.m.
Where: Greenwood/Green-
Wood Cemetery (500 25th 
Street)

Calendar of Events

may
Week of the 30th to 5th

One of the Top 10 hospitals in the U.S.  
is here in Brooklyn

Brooklyn, NY

 In 2018, the federal government listed Maimonides among 
the Top 10 health systems in the U.S. for survival rates.

Get the facts at: Top10Hospital.org

Image courtesy of Gemini & 
Scorpio Loft

See the Live Composition 
Festival 2019 on 
Thursday, May 30th at 
Gemini & Scorpio Loft. 
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BUY RETRACTABLE AWNINGS DIRECT AND SAVE

4902-3 rd Ave
Brooklyn, NY

718-439-0005
42 Main St

Englishtown, NJ 07726

732-792-2333
See Our

Sign On The
Gowanus BQE

Sizes Available

From 8’ to 38’

And  Projections

from 5’ to 13’

APPROVED

BREEZY POINT

CONTRACTOR

License# 13VH04268000, NY LIC# 954851
Nassau LIC# H0809270000

Come See Our
Newly Designed

Showroom

WAREHOUSE SPECIAL
11’9’’xl0’ 15'7”xl0' 19'3”xl0'

$2,399 $2,699 $3,299

         
            

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

   
 

 
  

     

 
     

    

 
 Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,

wall mounting and 2’ x 10' capped backer board on vinyl sided homes.

The Awning Warehouse • 718-439-0005
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Exp. 5-30-19

Add Motor

$499
CHECK US OUT ONLINE @ WWW.AWNINGWAREHOUSE.COM

Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,Available in any              fabric. All retractable awnings include installation,
wall mounting and 2’ x 10' capped backer board on vinyl sided homes.

The Awning Warehouse • 
With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Exp. 5-30-19

Add MotorAdd Motor

$499$499$499

OUR
31st

YEAR!

45th Anniversary

BRAVO
Volunteer Ambulance

With а Gala Dinner Dance Fundraiser (Black Tie Optional)

Honoring Marty Golden & Emil (Chip) Cafiero
Thursday, September 26th 2019

6:30PM - 11:30PM
RSVP@BravoAmbulance.org

BRAVO Volunteer Ambulanсе Service Annual Fundraising Journal Form 2019
A comprehensive directory of BRAVО Supporters

Back Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1250.00
Inside Front Cover. . . . . . . . . . . $1000.00
Inside Back Cover . . . . . . . . . . .  $750.00
Green Elite Раgе . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00
Gold Раgе . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250.00

Silver Раgе . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150.00
Full Раgе . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100.00
Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Quarter Page/Business Card. . . . . $25.00
Booster Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00

Write or attach graphic ready artwork, logo or message.
Include your nаmе, phоnе number, and type of page requested.

For further information, contact us at: RSVP@BravoAmbulance.org
* DeadLine August 1st 2019

"Cheers to 45 more years!"
For Further information www.bravoambulance.org

Dyker Веасh Golf Course 1030 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836-9722
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www.downstate.edu / care
Follow us:

  
    

 

University Hospital of Brooklyn  is the only hospital in 
the borough  backed by the expertise of an outstanding 
medical school and the research facilities of a world-class 
academic center. 

Make an appointment  
718 270 - 7207 

 

BROOKLYN’S ONLY ACADEMIC MEDICAL CENTER
SUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTERSUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTER

 GET A HIGHER LEVEL  OF HEALTHCARE 
IN  BROOKLYN
 GET A HIGHER LEVEL  OF HEALTHCARE 
IN  BROOKLYN
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FIND YOUR PURPOSE
AS A FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Does helping people reach their goals energize you?
Would you feel rewarded in a career where you empower 

others to build stronger financial futures? 

Thrivent is growing in Brooklyn, and if you have a heart for service and a passion for helping 
Christians be wise with money, you can grow with us. A career as a Thrivent Financial advisor 

allows you to earn an attractive income while making a big impact in peoples’ lives. 

If you think you’d be a good fit for Thrivent Financial, or if you know someone who would,
email Brooklyn@thrivent.com or visit thriventfinancial.com/brooklyncareers.
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Don’t let pain in your spine, hand, joints, 
back, or an old sports injury slow you down.

At our Bone & Joint Center at 
SUNY Downstate, leading 
board-certified orthopaedic surgeons 
provide expert medical care to get 
you back up to speed.

Call 718 270 - 2045 today to 
make an appointment.

www.downstate.edu / ortho

 GET A HIGHER LEVEL 
 OF ORTHOPAEDIC CARE AT 
 UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL OF BROOKLYN 

Follow us:

BROOKLYN’S ONLY ACADEMIC MEDICAL CENTER
SUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTERSUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTER
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Three Guys from Brooklyn
6502 Fort Hamilton Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 
718-748-8340

With folks firing up their grills for 
burgers and franks, Three Guys 
from Brooklyn has the perfect side 
dish, Roasted Yam Fries! Noth-
ing goes better with a burger than 
fries, and yam fries are a tasty new twist on an old favor-
ite. And Three Guys only carries the best fruits and vege-
tables. Its yams are among the freshest you will find any-
where. Just take 1 large yam, peeled and cut into fries, 
1 teaspoon kosher salt, 1 teaspoon freshly ground pep-
per and 2 tablespoons olive oil, pop it all in the oven and 
you’re good to go! The complete recipe is on the website.

www.3guysfrombrooklyn.com

Finishing Touch

When it comes to com-
mercial spaces, the de-
tails and finishing touch-
es provided by the right 
paint, wallpaper or Vene-
tian plaster job can make 
all the difference in setting 
the tone and atmosphere 
of your venue. Finishing 
Touch works in all types of commercial spaces including 
restaurants, bars, catering halls, professional offices, librar-
ies, sports facilities and retail spaces throughout New York 
City and beyond. With its wide selection of custom com-
mercial painting services, one of its various décor options 
will certainly be the perfect solution to beautify your space.  

Finishingtouchnyc.com

FACES BEHIND 
THE BIZ

By John Alexander

Damascus Bakeries 
56 Gold St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-1456

Damascus Bakeries’ incredible line of 
baked products is perfect for so many 
different entrees and appetizers. And 
its Cheesy Mushroom Quesadilla is 
comfort food at its best. All you need to 
make it is 1 perforated Brooklyn Bred 
Sprouted Grains Lavash Roll-Up, ½ cup 
sautéed mushrooms, ¼ cup red bell 
peppers, 1/3 cup shredded Monterey 
Jack cheese and 1 handful fresh spin-
ach, and you have all the ingredients for 
a new family favorite that you can enjoy 
for lunch, dinner or any time you want.

www./brooklynbred.com

Savarese Italian Pastry Shoppe
5924 New Utrecht Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11219
718-438-7770

Savarese Italian Pastry Shoppe is the 
place to go for the freshest baked 
cakes, cookies and Italian pastries in 
Brooklyn. It’s also the place to cater 
your next event. In fact, Savarese spe-
cializes in catering. No matter how 
big or how small the party, it will pro-
vide you with all the desserts you 
need to make your event extra spe-
cial. From cakes and pastries to cook-
ie trays and even favors, Savarese will 
work with you to make your event a 
spectacular occasion. Whether you de-
sire a Bible cake for a communion, an 
umbrella cake for a bridal shower or 
maybe a number cake for a birthday, 
Savarese can provide you with anything 
your heart. . . and taste buds desire. 

www.savaresepastry.com

Jasim #1 Gyros of Park Slope
244 11th St. (corner of Fourth Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-2058

Jasim #1 Gyros of Park Slope is so much 
more than an ordinary deli. It prides 
itself on serving only the best quali-
ty foods. For example, its falafel chick-
en and lamb platter is a customer fa-
vorite and unlike any other you’ve ever 
tasted. Other entrees Jasim is known 
for are baked chicken platters and in-
credible combo platters. Jasim wants 
everyone to know that all combos are 
possible and they have the choice to 
combine all their favorites meats in-
stead of having to choose only one. Ev-
erything is cooked daily and all of the 
food at Jasim’s is made from scratch 
and prepared on the premises. Jasim 
elevates take-out to a delicious take-
home meal. On your way to work or 
on your way home, Jasim has home-
cooked meals to take on your way! 
Check out Jasim’s Facebook and Insta-
gram pages!

DA M A SCUSBA K ERY.COM     BROOK LY NBRED.COM

Savarese Italian Pastry Shoppe
5924 New Utrecht Ave

cor. of 60th St and
New Utrecht Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-7770

savaresepastry.com

Cakes | Pastries | Cookies Weddings

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Gelato and Italian Ices / Wholesale available

Effective ad campaigns for
Less than you spend on coffee.

Contact us about seasonal promotions online and in print.

Ask for a consultation: 

BROOKLYN:          
jdh@ebrooklynmedia.com 

QUEENS:     
 jdh@queenspublicmedia.com

LET US TELL YOUR STORY
We can even reach backseat multi-taskers

Thursday, August 23, 2018 • BQ Daily Eagle • 17
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I N G R E D I E N T S

DIRECTIONS

ROASTED
YAM FRIES

• 1 large yam, peeled and cut into fries

• 1 teaspoon kosher salt

• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

• 2 tablespoons olive oil

• Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
• Line a baking sheet or baking pan with aluminium foil.
• Arrange your yam fries on the baking pan. Make sure 

that none are overlapping. Season with salt and 
pepper.

• To the best of your ability, evenly drizzle olive oil over 
all of the fries.

• Bake for approximately 30 minutes, or until the yams 
are tender and have begun to wrinkle around the 
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Pet Adoption
Corner

Botswana Juliet

 Sean Casey Animal Rescue has shared 
these photos of pets up for adoption with 
us.
   Botswana is a six-year-old Pit bull mix. Bo-
tswana came in as a stray from Coney Is-
land. She is now happy and safe and look-
ing for her forever home. She is a sweet, 

loving girl. Come in and meet Botswana!
   Juliet is a 10-month-old Domestic Short 
hair. Juliet is a sweetheart and a big kitten 
that loves to play!.
  Sean Casey Animal Rescue (718-436-5163) 
is located at 153 East Third St.

Photos courtesy of Sean Casey Animal Rescue

THE ANIMAL CLINIC
Of Marine Park

A. ALEXANDRU, D.V.M.,P.C
MARTIN KOPEL, D.V.M

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1975 

SURGICAL AND MEDICAL CARE

(Trap, Neuter and Release)

WE NOW OFFER PET TRANSPORTION AS WELL
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

OFFICE VISIT $25.
FREE OFFICE VISIT FOR NEW CLIENTS!

No appointment necessary except for Surgical & Dental Procedures.

FREE Consultation for 2nd Opinion

NEW TNR WELCOME!

SURGERY Monday - Friday - Call for Drop Time.
Quality Low Cost Health Care for Dogs & Cats, provided by experienced,

compassionate Veterinarians and our staff.

3616 Quentin Rd

Brooklyn, NY 11234

(718) 382-8100

FAX 718 -382-8101

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri.
10am - 2pm & 3pm - 7pm
Sat. 10am - 3pm • Sun. CLOSED

We also offer discounts to:
Student • City Workers
Military • Senior Citizens

Payment Policy
We require full payment at the time that services are dered.

For your convenience, we accept Visa, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express, cash and Care Credit

Animal Clinic
of Bay Ridge

Payment Policy • We require full payment at the time that services are dered.
For your convenience, we accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, cash and Care Credit

Monday-Friday 10am - 12Noon, 2pm-7pm  Saturday 10am - 3pm / Sunday 11am-3pm
Student, City Workers, Military and Senior Citizen Discounts

Serving the Community
for over 40 years

A. Alexandru, D.V.M., P.C.
G. Swails, D.V.M.

N. Ibrahim, D.V.M.
L. Mastrangelo, D.V.M.

OFFICE VISIT $25. FREE OFFICE VISIT FOR NEW CLIENTS!
No Appointment necessary except for Surgical & Dental Procedures.

NEW TNR Welcome!

FREE Consultation for 2nd Opinion

(Trap, Neuter and Release)

Surgery Monday - Friday Call for Drop Time.
Quality Low Cost Health Care for Dogs & Cats, provided by experienced,

compassionate Veterinarians and our staff.

689 86th St. Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 833-0700

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. Tues. Thur. Fri.   10am - 7PM
Sat. 10am - 3pm
Sun. 10am - 2pm
Wed. CLOSED

  www.animalclinicof20thavenue.com 

OFFICE VISIT $25 FREE OFFICE VISIT FOR NEW CLIENTS!
No Appointment necessary except for Surgical & Dental Procedures.

We also offer discounts to:

 

Student, City Workers, Military and Senior Discounts

Animal Clinic of 20th Avenue

SURGERY everyday except Wednesday.
Call the Clinic for an appointment for Surgery procedure.

Serving the community over 35 years

PAYMENT POLICY We require full payment at the time 
that services are rendered. 

WE ACCEPT

and Cash

Quality Low Cost Health Care for Dogs & Cats,
provided by experienced,

compassionate Veterinarians and our sta�.

NEW TNR WELCOME!NEW TNR WELCOME!
(Trap, Neuter and Release)

BOARDINGAVAILABLE ANYTIMECat $25.00 per dayDog $30.00 up to 25lbs(Bring Food For Your Pet)

A. Alexandru, D.V.M., P.C.
Alexander Cortes, D.V.M.

Attlee Douglas, D.V.M.

8317 20th Ave., Bklyn, NY 11214

718-372-6600
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(844) NYC-4NYC

DON'T DELAY

START HERE: 

Reimagining Imaging

New Outpatient Diagnostic

Center/Women’s Health offers

patients comfort in a suite filled

with some of the most

advanced, cutting edge

imaging technologies available. 

Right here - in Brooklyn.
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By Lore Croghan
INBrooklyn 

This could be your last chance to see the Lidgerwood
Building. Take a good, long look.

On the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, when many
Brooklyn residents were headed out of town, UPS started
tearing down the former foundry at 202 Coffey St.

The package-delivery giant decided to bulldoze the
1880s red-painted brick factory without speaking to com-
munity activists who wanted to discuss ways to save the
building facade closest to Louis Valentino Jr. Park and Pier. 

The maritime machinery that Lidgerwood Manufactur-
ing Company made was used in the construction of the
Panama Canal and the Croton Falls Reservoir’s main dam.
In recent years, TV shows and movies were made in the
Lidgerwood Building.

On Saturday, May 25, I took these photos of the parts of
the building that were still standing after a day of demoli-
tion. 

Even with a construction fence surrounding it, the
Lidgerwood Building looked beautiful from the corner of
Coffey and Ferris streets.

When framed by flowers in Valentino Park, the foundry
seemed serene and untouchable. That illusion was comfort-
ing, if only for a moment.

I also took snapshots of the rubble and gaping walls on
the north side of the Lidgerwood Building. But I can’t
bring myself to include them in this column. See brook-
lyneagle.com for stories that are peppered with my demo-
lition pictures. Oy vey.

A WEATHER-BEATEN PENINSULA

I cherish Red Hook. 
The weather-beaten peninsula is weighing so heavily on

my mind because of the Lidgerwood Building that it’s hard
to focus on other neighborhoods. As a momentary diver-
sion, let me show you some of the eye-catching things you
can find in Red Hook.

I cherish Valentino Park, which is named for a heroic
Brooklyn firefighter who died too, too young. You can see
the Statue of Liberty from the pier.

I cherish the fact that there’s still lots of industry in Red
Hook — and lots of 19th-century industrial real estate.

I cherish the presence of magnificent cruise ships like
the Queen Mary 2 that make Red Hook a port of call. You
can spot them from a couple blocks away.

Floating museums
and 19th-century

storehouses: 
Here’s the Red
Hook I cherish

The Catskills are calling!   Here is the perfect property to escape to
from Brooklyn, bring all your friends and relax in the peace and quiet
of this home and surrounding property. Plenty of spots for a fire pit,
especially next to the Pond.  Main house has 5 large bedrooms +
sleeping loft. Two full & 1/2 baths, remodeled kit. dining,
laundry/half bath/sauna. Family room w/cathedral ceiling, stone fire-
place, sliding doors to a large wrap round deck & enclosed porch.
Several sliding doors to deck and large grape arbors. Lovely guest
cottage with  eat in kit., living room w/stone fireplace, bedroom,
bath w/shower & sleeping loft, totally private from main house, rent
on AirBnb for additional income. There is more; oversized three car
garage, plenty of storage, large attic room and an office for working
from home. This building has its own septic, water & heat. Wonder-
ful property for the person who works from home.   Barn and estab-
lished veg. garden, fruit tress, woods, pond, lawn.  This 49.80 acres
borders State land, walking distance of state hiking trails, near three
ski mountains, golf & more.  Perfect for private retreat, large family,
bed & breakfast, weddings, walk to well known West Kill Brewery.

Call Mary F. Donovan, Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
PH: 518-734-3300 (WORK) 518-312-5548 (CELL)

EMAIL: Maryfdonovan@earthlink.net
WEB: gallagherandcompany.com

— Continued on page 11INB —

Take a long look now before UPS tears down this part of Red Hook’s
historic Lidgerwood Building.

Eye on REAL ESTATE

The building on the left is the Lidgerwood foundry — or what’s left
of it, as seen from Valentino Pier. INBrooklyn photos by Lore Croghan

RIP Lidgerwood Building 

Restaurant 
For Sale 

CAPACITY FOR 116 PEOPLES.
Included: Inventory of 40 Tables, 
90 Chairs, 5 Refrigerator, 4 TVs, 

16 Security Cameras.

39-09 104th St,  
Corona NY, 11368

For any information please contact us at:

347-355-4578 
or 

347-319-5437
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SHIP AHOY

I love that there are not one, but two, floating museums in
this shoreline neighborhood.

The Mary A. Whalen is a decommissioned oil tanker that
activist Carolina Salguero has transformed into a museum and
floating cultural center.

Waterway-centric nonprofit PortSide NewYork operates it.
The tanker is easy to find — NYC Ferry built a dock right
alongside it.

The other floating cultural institution is the Waterfront Mu-
seum, aka the Lehigh Valley Railroad Barge #79.

The red-painted wooden barge is about a century old. It’s
tied up on the shoreline beside Fairway Supermarket, which
is located in one of my favorite Red Hook buildings. 

I cherish the neighborhood’s iconic storehouses that were
built to handle goods transported on the Erie Canal. Fairway
Market is located in the one called the Red Hook Stores.

To get from there to the Merchant Stores, you can walk
along a waterside pathway that runs through the Pier 44 Wa-
terfront Garden.

ENTREPRENEURS AND HURRICANE RESILIENCE

I love the energy of Van Brunt Street. Entrepreneurs there
operate art galleries, a bookstore, delis, bars and restaurants
such as Fort Defiance and a plant shop called Chelsea Garden
Center. 

Many merchants on this commercial corridor and else-
where in Red Hook struggled after Superstorm Sandy but have
made a comeback.

Brooklyn Crab is built on stilts and therefore was largely
spared the ravages of Sandy-related flooding.

I also cherish the aquatic scenery you can see during NYC
Ferry rides in and out of Red Hook. Gantry cranes line the
Brooklyn shore. The World Trade Center shimmers in the dis-
tance. 

The ferry is the neighborhood’s most convenient form of
public transportation. As everyone knows, the closest subway
stop is far away and bus service is irritatingly infrequent.
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Eye on REAL ESTATE

Floating museums and 
19th-century storehouses:

Here’s the Red Hook I cherish

— Continued from page 10INB —

Fairway Market is located in the picturesque Red Hook Stores. 

This pathway runs through the Pier 44 Waterfront Garden. INBrooklyn photos by Lore Croghan

The views on NYC Ferry’s Red Hook route are inspiring. 

Here’s a flower-filled view of the Merchant Stores. 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT APARTMENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

VISIT BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM
FOR THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS

BAY RIDGE 
THIRD AVENUE 70’S

Studio apt, painted, 
move-in condition, 

immediate, credit check 
and 

references a must, $1,250
Owner: 718-833-2234,

leave message upon calling

BROOKLYN APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Studios from $1100 to $1700
1 Bdrms from $1300 to $2700
2 Bdrms from $1500 to $3500

3 – 4 Bdrms from $2000 to $6000
Stores for Rent - Bay Ridge 90's

550 sq. ft. store Asking: $2500
1100 sq. ft store + basement  Asking: 

$3500 Great Deal !
1st Premier Realty - 1(917)217-3489

BUILDING FOR SALE

BUILDING FOR SALE
57 DRIGGS AVENUE | Brooklyn, NY 11222

LOT: 25' x 100'
GROUND FLOOR

Commercial: 25' x 100'
2ND FLOOR:

2 Apartments
Total 1750 Square Ft. 

25' x 70'
3RD FLOOR :

2 Apartments 
Total 1750 Square Ft. 

25' x 70'
HIGH CEILING BASEMENT

25' x 70' 
Total 1750 square feet.

All apartments have separate heat &
hot water. Tenants pay all expenses
for utilities. Taxes $16,800. Water Util-
ity $1,000 per year. Hallway Utility
$700 per year. Insurance $2,500 per
year (umbrella). Maintainance Service
$2,400 per year. 

Total Income — $21,600 per month — $259,200 per year. 
Bank Appraisal from 2017 — $4,650,000

Entire Building is fully renovated. SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY!

Please send all offers to Mr. Gino. Please text offer or request to see
property. Include your contact information to: 917-578-2225.

*You are encouraged to inquire about 55 Driggs Avenue as a package transaction.
DELI FOR SALE:

55 Driggs Avenue Brooklyn NY 11222
LIQUOR-BEER-WINE LICENSES INCLUDED

LOTTO-EBT ALSO INCLUDED
Ask Gino 917-578-2225 for separate specifics about 

55 Driggs Avenue.
SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY

FT. WADSWORTH, S.I.
APT. FOR RENT

4 bdrms, 1 bath, 2nd flr in pvt home.
Close to shops, trans & X-Bus to Manhattan.  

$2300
CALL  917-701-1293

BENSONHURST
Beautiful sunny open layout,t 2 BR, 5 rm apt. 

Wood �rs, EIK & new bath.
High Ceilings & tailored detailing throughout. 

Nr shops/trans. $2000
CALL 718-373-8126

8304 13th Avenue
RESIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT

Dyker Hts - 1 bed, completely renov......................................$1500
Gravesend - 2 bed, brand new, fully renov,
hrdwd flrs thru out...................................................................$2000
B'Hurst-2 bed, fully renov, dishwasher, A/C, Terr,
small pet OK, heat/hot water incl...........................................$2000
Boro Park- 3 bed, hrdwd flrs, newly renov...........................$2300
Dyker- 1 bed, mod, EI K, carpet, painted.............................$1450
Bay Ridge- 1 bed, mod, ceramic tile & wood flrs................$1500
Bath Beach-1 bed, semi mod, wd flrs, fridge, no pe.t..s.......$1400
Bath Beach-1 bed, co-op, renov, heat, HW, gas incl............$1600
Dyker- 3 bed, fully renov, SS Appl's, hrdwd flrs....................$2600
B'hurst 3 bdrm, nr trans, brand new.....................................$2200
B'hurst- 2 bed duplex, wood flrs thru out.............................$2000
Dyker-2 bdrm, wd flrs, w/d, utilities not incl........................$1800

THINKING OF SELLING?
CALL FOR YOUR

FREE
MARKET ANALYSIS
718-680-6442

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
Carolyn  347-614-7406

Stan  347-819-5419
Lisa  646-220-4140

EXTRAVAGANZA ON BAY 19TH ST.
LOW MAINTENANCE, PET FRIENDLY COMPLEX

 270 Bay 19th Street, 1st Floor
1 Bedroom Garden Apt. Co-Op

For Info Call: Elaine 347-267-6506

288 Bay 19th Street, 2nd Floor 
1 Bedroom Garden Apt. Co-Op

For Info Call: Elaine 347-267-6506
 

****ENTER TO WIN 1 OF 2 $100 VISA GIFT CARD*****
(No Purchase Necessary)

Just Visit, Sign in & receive 1 Free Entry courtesy of your local
Realtor, Elaine Giurleo 347-267-6506.  Drawing to be help

the following Monday 3/9 and posted on Facebook & Instagram

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
Louis Guida  917-200-3505

Ingrid Wiggberg  347-786-3256

COMMERCIAL DIVISION
Park Slope – 506 5th Ave, 1400 sq ft w/bsmt .......... $7000
B’Ridge – 155 Bay Ridge Ave, 550 sq ft ....................... $1100
B’Ridge – 9126 4th Ave, 650 sq ft. ................................ $3000
B’Ridge – 6918 5th Ave, 2400 sq ft .............................. $7500
B'Ridge- 7333 6th Ave, 1300 sq ft, office space.........$4300
B’Ridge – 184 Bay Ridge Pkwy, 575 sq ft ................... $1700
Dyker Hts - 7301 13th Ave, 1000 sq ft, Store Front...$4000
Bay Ridge – 8722 3rd Ave, Toy store for sale,
Key money $75,000, 700 sq ft ...................................... $3650

8416 3rd Avenue
Residential Rentals

Thinking of Selling/Buying or Renting?
Call or visit for full details.

B’Ridge – 3 rms - 1 Bed, Freshly Painted, 3rd Flr Walk Up in excel loc….......................................$1550
B’Hurst– 3 rms - 1 Bed, recently renov, 1st flr in a 2 fam home……….......................................…….$1500
B’Ridge –  4 rms - 1 bed - Shore Rd, 2nd flr of a beautiful doorman bldg, hwd flrs…............…$2295
B’Ridge – 5 rms – 2 beds – fully renov in a 6 fam bldg, laundry in bsmt……............................... $2200
Sunset Park – 4 rms – 2 beds – New Construction, Laundry rm, SS Appliances.................……$2200
Dyker Hts – 5 Rms – 2 Beds – 2nd flr of a 2 Fam home, hwd flrs, 2 terraces………....................$2200
Park Slope – 2 beds and 1 bed – luxury doorman bldg, multiple units avail,       Starting at $2900
Park Slope – 3rd flr walk-up – 3 Beds – Hwd Flrs, Freshly Painted, Close to everything…...…$3100
B’Ridge – 4 Rms – 2 Beds – elevator bldg, hwd flrs, Stainless Steel, in unit W/D….............……$2400
B’Ridge – 1 Fam House – 7 Rms – 3 Beds,  2 Car Garage, Yard, Full Bsmt, W/D Hookups……..$4000

BAY RIDGE
(84th St. o� of 3rd Ave.)

Single Large room for gentleman.
Nr shops & trans.

Long term commitment. 
CALL 718-614-0043

STATEN ISLAND
NEW DORP BEACH

121 Cedar Grove Avenue
Park your boat on this beautiful oversize 

lot just steps from the beach, 
move in condition

house has many upgrades
A MUST SEE AT $525,000

SALE BY OWNER
347-247-2700
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CONDO FOR SALE

AUTO DONATIONS

BOAT DONATIONS

ACCOUNTING

CLEANING SERVICES

BROOKLYN'S BEST GUIDE
TO GOODS , SERVICES & EMPLOYMENT

VISIT BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM
FOR THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS

CONSTRUCTION

MOON SHINE CONSTRUCTION CO.
SERVING THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1982

Licensed and Insured #0810925

Moonshineconstructionco@gmail.com

Over 35 
years

10%
senior

discount

• RENOVATIONS
• CONCRETE DRIVEWAY
• ROOFING
• PAVING
• WATERPROOFING
• CONCRETE SIDEWALKS
• MASONRY WORK
• PAINTING
• BRICK WORK
• BUILD EXTENSIONS
• STUCCO
• VINYL SIDING
• STEAM CLEANING
• BUILD STEPS
• POINTING
• ALL INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORKS

CONSTRUCTION

718-436-6634

917-353-5427

Moonshine302@yahoo.com

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            
* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                
* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        
* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 

financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(917)336-1254

Make-A-Wish® 
Metro New York

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

 LOUIE CONSTRUCTION

718.679.6492

 LOUIE CONSTRUCTION

718.679.6492

• SHEETROCK • TILES 
• STEPS • DOORS 
• FLOORS • WINDOWS • ROOFING 
• TAPING • PAINTING • CARPENTRY
• KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

• SHEETROCK • TILES 
• STEPS • DOORS 
• FLOORS • WINDOWS • ROOFING 
• TAPING • PAINTING • CARPENTRY
• KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

NUCTION

NGG NGNGG
TRYYYYTRYYYYNTRYYYY

SSS

FREE
ESTIMATES

1 Bedroom Condo For Sale
Fully Renovated, Stainless Steel Appl., Wood Floors,  

Washer and Dryer and Private Storage 
102 Guernsey St. Brooklyn NY 11222

Asking $599,000
Owner: 516-301-8357  

JOHN@DONOFRIOINC.COM •  WWW.DONOFRIOINC.COM

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Individuals • Corporations • Small Businesses

All At Reasonable Rates
Do any of these sound familiar?

• Unhappy with results of last year's tax return?
• Current accountant not taking your calls?
• Receiving tax penalty & interest notices?
• Tired of preparing your own tax return?

WE CAN HELP!
New customers receive $50 discount

DONOFRIO INC.
taxes, accounting & bookkeeping

8519 4th Avenue, 2nd Flr.
Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-1818

We accept all major credit cards

SPACE FOR RENT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS TWO LANDMARK 
LOCATIONS RETAIL OR RESTAURANT 

147 and 149 Montague Street
1,200 sf Great Indoor/Outdoor Retail OK

Restaurant ready with sidewalk cafe space
480 sf Professional Office Space

Call Kalmon Dolgin Affiliates for Details
Tel: 347-390-1113

9707 4th Avenue Coops for Sale

1 S T  P R E M I E R  R E A L T Y
     8614 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY  11209

Charles , Licensed Real Estate Broker
7 1 8 - 7 4 5 - 5 7 9 2

One of a Kind
Mod. 3.5 room & Jr. 4 -1 bdrm lg apts.
Doorman, Elevator/Laundry Bldg. HT/Hot 
water & Cooking gas incl. in maint.
Asking from $399,000-$599,000
Maintenance from $800-$1,000

BROOKLYN PROPERTIES FOR SALE
9007 5th Avenue

175 Highland Ave.

185 82nd St.

Great for Office Or Professional Use
(Bet 90th & 91st Street)

Staten Island, NY 10301 $649,000

 Brooklyn, NY 11209 $2,888,888  

Bay Ridge
40+ walk-up mixed use building for sale

20+ unit multi-family

3 Family convertible
to mixed use 5 room, 
over 6 room, over 6 room.
Asking $1.799
And many more 
properties! 
Call today!
Can be delivered VACANT

The mix:
4 room 2 bdrm apts
3 room 1 bdrm apts
2 room 1 bdrm apts
2 stores Updated 
electric & plumbing
Newer roof

3 Rm 1 bdrm apts
2 Rm studio apts
Newer Boiler & Roof
Updated Electric 
& Plumbing
Live-In Super
Beautiful Parks Near-By

Detached Colonial - 40 
x 100 Lot size 1 family 
in Grymes Hill.
4 BDRMS - 1 Full Bath - 
1 Half Bath. Finished 
Base. Renovated. New 
Roof, Boiler
Electric and Windows. 

One Family Colonial. 
60 x 109 lot size 
Formal L/R. 7 BDRMS
EIK. 3 Full Baths -  
Finished Base.  2 car 
garage. A few blocks 
from the shore.

257 Ave. W. 
Brooklyn, NY 11223 $999,000

Store and 1 family + 
basement.
Bldg. size 21 x 46  
Great mixed use 
property near 
Trans and Shops

9707 4th Avenue Coops for Sale
One of a Kind
Mod. 3.5 room & Jr. 4 -1 bdrm lg apts.
Doorman, Elevator/Laundry Bldg. HT/Hot 
Mod. 3.5 room & Jr. 4 -1 bdrm lg apts.
Doorman, Elevator/Laundry Bldg. HT/Hot 
Mod. 3.5 room & Jr. 4 -1 bdrm lg apts.

water & Cooking gas incl. in maint.
Asking from $399,000-$599,000
Maintenance from $800-$1,000

175 Highland Ave.

185 82nd St.

(Bet 90th & 91st Street)

Staten Island, NY 10301 $649,000

 Brooklyn, NY 11209 $2,888,888  

20+ unit multi-family

3 Family convertible
to mixed use 5 room, 
over 6 room, over 6 room.
Asking $1.799
And many more 
properties! 
Call today!
Can be delivered VACANT

The mix:
4 room 2 bdrm apts
3 room 1 bdrm apts
2 room 1 bdrm apts
2 stores Updated 
electric & plumbing
Newer roof

3 Rm 1 bdrm apts
2 Rm studio apts
Newer Boiler & Roof
Updated Electric 
& Plumbing
Live-In Super
Beautiful Parks Near-By

Detached Colonial - 40 
x 100 Lot size 1 family 
in Grymes Hill.
4 BDRMS - 1 Full Bath - 
1 Half Bath. Finished 
Base. Renovated. New 
Roof, Boiler
Electric and Windows. 

One Family Colonial. 
60 x 109 lot size 
Formal L/R. 7 BDRMS
EIK. 3 Full Baths -  
Finished Base.  2 car 
garage. A few blocks 
from the shore.

257 Ave. W. 
Brooklyn, NY 11223 $999,000

Store and 1 family + 
basement.
Bldg. size 21 x 46  
Great mixed use 
property near 
Trans and Shops

$11,999,000

$7,200,000

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

FENCING • DECKS • AWNINGS
Now Offering Spring Specials

FENCES
Wood Cedar,

PVC, Stainless Steel,
Chain Link, etc.

DECKS
Pressure Treated

and Composite Decking

AWNINGS

SIDING, ROOFING
& WINDOWS

Waterproofing,
Gutters, Soffit & Fascia Repair,

and more!

Call Now for FREE Estimates
John Miller 917-642-0195

800-525-5102 • 718-767-0044

NEWHEIGHTSCONSTRUCTIONLLC.com
NYC Lic# 1191201

KITCHEN & BATH
Now Offering Special Deals!

$2,699.999



14INB • INBROOKLYN — A Special Section of Brooklyn Daily Eagle/Brooklyn Eagle/Heights Press/Home Reporter/Brooklyn Spectator/Brooklyn Record/Greenpoint Gazette • Week of May 30 - June 5, 2019

DMV SERVICE CENTERS

Josephine Augello, President
5015 New Utrecht Ave.
888-554-0224

DMV SERVICE CENTERS/JSA TAGS

Josephine Augello, President

Nationwide Titles
Plates . Registration

ON THE SPOT PLATES

BROOKLYN'S BEST GUIDE
TO GOODS , SERVICES & EMPLOYMENT

EXTERMINATING

DENTAL INSURANCE

Pest Control

All Pest Control
718-986-2990

"For All Your Pest Control Needs"
allpestcontrolexperts@gmail.com

We specialize in crawling & �ying
insects, bed bugs, rats & mice

Irving Kaminsky
President

Barbara Prestigiacomo
VP Sales & Services

Licensed & Insured

Call us &receive10%o�!

HANDYMAN

VISIT BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM
FOR THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS

Surround Sound 
& 

Custom Mood Lighting
TV 

Setup

HEALTH

EXTERMINATING

  
 

 

  

718-444-1784
www.altpest.com

office@altpest.com
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

    

alternative
P E S T C O N T R O L

Commercial, Residential, Institutional
Fully Certified & Insured

NYS Lic. #13626

“Our Alternative Methods Are
Environmentally Safe”

Adults • Children • Pets • Allergies
And More

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

TAKES MOST INS. & MEDICARE

 ANXIETY & DEPRESSION

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

CONSTRUCTION

CRUISING

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

New HeightsNew Heights
CONSTRUCTION LLCCONSTRUCTION LLC

• Siding • Windows • Roofing• Fences • Kitchens
• Baths • Painting • Basements • Decks • Doors
• Awnings • Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco

• Siding • Windows • Roofing• Fences • Kitchens
• Baths • Painting • Basements • Decks • Doors
• Awnings • Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco

Visit our online showroom: www.NewHeightsConstructionLLC.com

SPECIALS ON ROOFING, SIDING AND WINDOWSSPECIALS ON ROOFING, SIDING AND WINDOWS

718-767-0044
800-525-5102

Call
Now

NYC LicenseNYC License
#1191201#1191201

SPRING SPECIALSSPRING SPECIALS
15% OFF with mention of this ad15% OFF with mention of this ad

Tel: (718) 643-9099, ext. 107
Send resume to: Alice@brooklyneagle.com

Send resume to: Alice@brooklyneagle.com
Telephone: (718) 643-9099 | Ext.: 107

We are a Brooklyn Media company with
multiple publications and websites, located in
both Bay Ridge and Downtown Brooklyn.

We are looking for talented, experienced
representatives to work with our growing sales
division in print and digital advertising.

• Walk to work 

• Make your own morning or afternoon 
four-hour shift

• Base salary, plus generous commission 

• Bonus opportunities

Must have: basic computer skills, positive
attitude, be fluent in English, and have a clear
phone voice.

Bilingual is a + 

Great opportunity to make full-time income
with a part-time schedule.   

TELEMARKETERS 
for INSIDE SALES

We are a Brooklyn Media company with multiple
publications and websites, located in both Bay Ridge
and Downtown Brooklyn.

We are looking for talented, experienced rep-
resentatives to work with our growing sales division
in print and digital advertising.

•  Walk to work 
•  Make your own morning or afternoon 

four-hour shift
•  Base salary, plus generous commission 
•  Bonus opportunities

Must have: basic computer skills, positive attitude,
be fluent in English, and have a clear phone voice.
Bilingual is a + 
Great opportunity to make full-time income with
a part-time schedule.    

TELEMARKETERS 
for INSIDE SALES

We are a Brooklyn Media company with multiple
publications and websites, located in both Bay Ridge and
Downtown Brooklyn.

We are looking for talented, experienced representatives
to work with our growing sales division in print and
digital advertising.

• Walk to work 
• Make your own morning or afternoon 

four-hour shift
• Base salary, plus generous commission 
• Bonus opportunities

Must have: Basic computer skills, positive attitude, be fluent
in English, and have a clear phone voice. Bilingual is a + 
Great opportunity to make full-time income with a part-time
schedule. Telephone:(718) 643-9099 | Ext. 107

Send resume to: Alice@brooklyneagle.com    

TELEMARKETERS 
for INSIDE SALES
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VISIT BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM
FOR THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS

YOUR LIFE IS ABOUT TO
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER!

Indisputably the most widely read and
influential book ever written about the human mind

DIANETICS
The Modern Science of Mental Health

By: L. Ron Hubbard 
Paperback: $27.50

Celebrity Centre New York
65 East 82nd Street, New York, NY 10028

HEALTH HELP WANTED

BROOKLYN'S BEST GUIDE
TO GOODS , SERVICES & EMPLOYMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME ATTENDANT POSITION WANTED

MULTI FAMILY STOOP SALE

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Food Preparation and Safety Engineer. Work w/ head 
chef to enable product safety, quality & consistency. 
Familiar w/ Food Sciences & use of chemical compounds 
to preserve quality & freshness & enhance taste. Assist in 
portion design & nutrition quality of the frozen & carry-
out food line. Req. Master's Degree in Engineering - Food 
Preparation (foreign Degree OK). Exp not req'd. 9-5 M-F. 
Salary is 63,000 p/y Employer: D&D Duet, Inc. Please mail 
Resumes directly to job location 6681-6683 Strickland Ave 
Brooklyn NY 11234 Attn Recruitment.  

ALLIANCE TRANSFER is now accepting applicants for
O�ce Furniture Installers and Furniture Moving positions.

If you are a motivated and a team player, ALLIANCE TRANSFER is the place for you.
• Prior Office Furniture experience a must.
• Prior moving and furniture delivery experience a plus.
• Movers must be willing to work nights and weekends.
• Must possess good communication skills.
• Must be able to work well with others.

Email resume to
dispatch@alliancetransfer.com

!!NO THIRD PARTY OR OUTSIDE AGENCY!!

646-493-185057 West 57th Street, 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10019

ABUSED by CLERGY
in NEW YORK? 

AndersonAdvocates.com

Begin your journey of healing today. Contact us 
now about the NEW YORK CHILD VICTIMS ACT.

If you are a survivor of child sexual abuse, New York  
law allows you to take action against the perpetrator  

and institution that protected him or her. 

NEW LAW! ACT NOW.

We are looking for a fast paced Temp to Perm 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT that can hit the ground running. 

Work well in a self-directed environment, with 
minimal instruction and take accountability for 

decisions and outcomes. If you have the right work ethic, 
your salary and benefits package will be competitive.

Email your resume and cover letter with salary requirements 
to: jpolehna@mykellyservices.info

ORGANIC BLUEBERRY HARVESTER. 19 temp f/t position 
06/07/2019-8/30/19. Global Agricultural Productions LLC located in Ocean county, 
NJ. Fax 201-623-2456. Duties: on a farm, manually harvest & sort blueberries; 
ensure packaged products are labeled & placed neatly within designated, climate 
controlled facilities; ensure personal sanitation standards are met; assist in quality 
control oversight on key farm operations: seed handling & cutting, irrigation system 
application & uniformity, monitoring of bruise-free handling during harvest as 
well as storage management & maintenance of organic integrity. 40 hrs/wk, M-F, 
5am-12pm/4pm-8pm start & end times vary. No experience or min education 
required. Wage $13.15/hr. Single workweek will be used to compute wages due. 
Housing will be made available at no cost to all workers. Transportation to/from 
housing available to/from worksites at no cost. Employer will make all deductions 
from worker’s paycheck required by law. If worker completes 50% of work contract 
period, employer will reimburse worker for transportation & subsistence from 
place of recruitment to place of work. Upon completion of work contract or where 
worker is dismissed earlier, employer will provide or pay for worker’s reasonable 
costs of return transportation & subsistence back home or to place worker originally 
departed to work, except where the worker will not return due to subsequent 
employment with another employer or where employer has appropriately reported 
a worker’s voluntary abandonment of employment. Amount of transportation 
payment or reimbursement will be equal to most economical & reasonable com-
mon carrier for distances involved. Daily subsistence provided at a rate of at least 
$12.46/day during travel to a maximum of $55/day with receipts. H2A Workers 
will be reimbursed in first workweek for all visa, visa processing, border crossing 
& other related fees, include those mandated by government (except passport 
fees) by check separate from payroll. Employer will provide workers at no charge 
all tools, supplies, & equip. required to perform job, & guarantees to offer worker 
employment for a total # of work hrs equal to at least 3⁄4 of workdays of total period 
beginning with first workday after arrival of worker at place of employment or 
advertised contractual first date of need, whichever is later & ending on expiration 
date specified in work contract or in its extensions if any. Please inquire about job 
opportunity or send resume directly to nearest State Workforce agency located at 
New York State Department of Labor, Division of Immigrant Policies and Affairs, 
Foreign Labor Certification Unit, 290 Main Street, Suite 213, Buffalo, NY 14202 or 
job service office nearest you. Job Order NJ1459843  

HELP WANTED FOR BORO PARK AREA 
Receptionist – Front desk must speak Spanish
minimum 30 hours a week Monday - Thursday

Organized and dependable person with good phone 
and communication skills to answer phones and perform 

general office functions.  Experience preferred.
Knowledge of Microsoft office.  $13.50 an hour

Please call (718) 436-6666 or fax resumes  
(718) 435-5757

CERTIFIED HOME
HEALTH AIDE

FOR ELDERLY
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES
 -  PLEASE CALL CARLENE -

347-578-7128

MULTI FAMILY STOOP SALE
Sat., June 1st, 9am - 3pm

77th St. btwn 5th & 6th Aves.
Collectibles, glassware, clothes, toys & MUCH 

MUCH MORE.
Something For Everyone.

RECEPTIONIST
FULL TIME

For a busy law o�ce.
EMAIL RESUME:

shannon122007@gmail.com

MOVING
MOVING

ICC LIC 470654 / US DOT 1178151

7 Days 
A Week

FREE
ESTIMATES
& BOX DELIVERY

PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE & COURTEOUS

718-375-8500

SUPERIOR
MOVING

PAINTING

FRIENDLY PAINTERS
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
OUR SPECIALITY IS PAINTING!
· Experienced · Reliable 
· Affordable and Insured

References Upon Request

917-751-7741

Free Estimates No Job Too Small
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Free Estimates - Residential - Commercial
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Yards - Attics - Basements - Garages
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!

646-371-2167
www.needrubbishremoval.com

Fast, professional
& friendly rubbish
removal service at
reasonable prices!

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL

RUBBISH REMOVAL

WANTED TO BUY

ROOFING

PAINTING

PLUMBING

BROOKLYN'S BEST GUIDE
TO GOODS , SERVICES & EMPLOYMENT

"FROM A HOLE IN THE ROOF - TO A WHOLE NEW ROOF"

4 Generation of Reliability 
Family Owned & Operated

FREE
Estimates

All Types of Roo�ng · Masonry · Concrete
Skylights · Complete Home Remodeling

718-256-5400
Licensed and Insured · NYC License #1470373

www.reynoldsrestoration.net

$75
RUBBISH REMOVAL

Will clean out unwanted items
from house, apartment, garage,

basement and office.
Will also broom sweep.

�����������
�����������
���������

YOUR FAMILY PLUMBER
SINCE 1906

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY
FOR 4 GENERATIONS.

PLUMBING • HEATING • DRAIN CLEANING
718-748-1254

www.petriplumbing.com

ABE BUYS OLD STUFF

718-332-9709

Great Prices! Silver, Paintings, Rugs
All furniture till 1960. Estates & all contents from
homes! Looking for Antiques & Modern Designer

Names also, Lucite & Chrome, 
Iron Garden furniture.

VISIT BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM
FOR THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS

Lou Spagnuolo
646-302-6511 • Finishingtouchnyc@yahoo.com

www.FinishingtouchNYC.com

Specializing in Venetian Plaster
and ALL types of Painting

and Wallpaper. 
In business 20 years. 

Fully insured, workers comp,
EPA certified

Free estimates.

TREE SERVICE

Specializing in:

LONG ISLAND’s BEST!

TREE SERVICE

Reasonable Rates!           FREE ESTIMATES! No Job too Big or Small!
516-903-0730 / 516-505-2216

LIC. & INS. Website: longislandtreeservices.com RESI. & COMM.

MERCHANDISE WANTED
CA$H PAID OLD ITEMS, ETC.

We Come To You!
CALL LARRY  1-718-448-4413

• Clocks • Cameras     • Records
• Watches • Toys     • Knives
• Tools • Trains           • Musical Instruments
• Finishing Gear   • Bikes   • Tube Amps       
• Photos • Old Cars • Silver    • 8 Tracks

Maurro and Sons Plumbing & Heating Supply Co.
"Third generation family owned since 1980"

www.maurroandsons.com
8208 17th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214
OPEN 7 DAYS

Michael T. Maurro
Peter Maurro
Michael T. Maurro, Jr.
P: 718-256-1016
F: 718-236-1027



Week of May 31 - June 6, 2019 • EXTRA EDITION HOME REPORTER AND SPECTATOR   • 15

It was the perfect day for a community 
feast at St. Mary’s Food Festival

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

If you cook it, they will 
come, and come they 
did to St. Mary’s Antio-

chian Orthodox Church’s 
first food festival. The Bay 
Ridge community poured 
into the intersection of 81st 
Street and Ridge Boulevard 
on Sunday, May 19 for an 
afternoon of great food, 
friendship and cultural 
activities.

There was music, dancing 
in the street and entertain-
ment for the kids including 
games, face painting and 
a bouncy house. The Very 
Rev. Father Michael Ellias 
offered tours of the newly 
renovated Antiochian 
church that has been at its 
current location since 1950. 
Two years ago, its church 
hall was refurbished and 
this past year the church 
itself was completely 
renovated.

The event was spear-
headed by parishioner 
Chris Athineos, along with 
Parish Council President 

Daria Mayrose. The food 
was prepared by Majdeline 
Elkoury, Nahla Fattouh and 
dozens of cooks and volun-
teers who worked for an 
entire week in anticipation 
of the event.

The traditional Middle 
Eastern food included 
abundant amounts of 
grape leaves, kafta, kibbe, 

falafel, hummus and baba-
ganoush, and a dessert table 
overflowing with delicacies 
such as baklava, babousa 
and maamoul. They even 
served Lebanese wine and 
beer if anyone was thirsty.

“I think the festival was a 
huge success,” said Athineos. 

“It was a day for everyone to 
celebrate Middle Eastern 

culture which included our 
faith, our cuisine, music and 
some great dance moves.”

St. Mary’s roots reach 
back to 1917  when the As-
sumption of the Theotokos 
Cathedral, now known as 
St. Mary’s Church, came 
into existence in Downtown 
Brooklyn. Ellias is only the 
second pastor of the church 
at its current location, fol-
lowing the Very Rev. Paul 
Schneirla, who served from 
the church’s inception to 
2002 when Ellias took over.

“Fresh off a spectacular 
restoration, it was a day 
for our parish to share St. 
Mary’s with the rest of the 

community,” explained 
Athineos.

Major sponsors for the 
event included Vincent 
Rohan and the Mae Ellen & 
Gerald Ritter Foundation, 
Bob Sabbagh, Charlie, Au-
drey and Bob Sahadi, and 
John Abi Habib.

Among those stopping 
by were state Sen. Andrew 
Gounardes, City Coun-
cilmember Justin Brannan, 
former Councilmember 
Vincent Gentile and former 
Salaam Club President 
Pierre Dabagh.

“This is awesome and 
we’re gonna make this a 
tradition,” said Brannan. 

“This is what Brooklyn is all 
about, spending a Sunday 
afternoon, hanging out 
outside the church and 
enjoying food, family and 
friends. This is what makes 
our community so, so spe-
cial. This is what makes Bay 
Ridge the small town in the 
big city that everyone has 
come to love.”

Gounardes also ex-
pressed his delight with 
the festival. He spoke to the 
crowd about his close ties to 
St. Mary’s.

“I grew up at the church 
down the block, the Holy 
Cross Church, and we 
are sister parishes,” said 
Gounardes. “So to be able 
to come out here and cele-
brate this festival today is 
really, really special for me 
because we have the same 
traditions in my church.”

“So thank you for being 
such stalwarts in our 
neighborhood,” Gounardes 
added. “The presence 
of this community, the 
strength of this community 
helps build the fabric of Bay 
Ridge and all of Southern 
Brooklyn.”

Coney Island set for a sensational summer!
BY PAULA KATINAS

PAU L A@BRO OK LY N E AGLE .COM

The Memorial Day 
Weekend is over but 
the fun is just getting 

started in Coney Island, as 
the “People’s Playground” 
gears up for a summer of 
fun and thrills.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come beachgoers back to 
our amazing Boardwalk 
and amusement district 
for the 2019 season,” said 
Alexandra Silversmith, 
executive director of the 
Alliance for Coney Island.

The 96-year-old Riegel-
mann Boardwalk was 
declared an official New 
York City landmark last 
year. The beach is expect-
ed to attract large crowds 
of sun worshipers this 
summer. And the Cyclone, 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel and 
other rides are awaiting 
thrill-seekers. Deno’s Won-
der Wheel is celebrating its 
99th anniversary this year.

Two of the biggest events 
coming up are the Coney 
Island USA Annual Mer-
maid Parade on Saturday, 

June 22, and the Nathan’s 
Famous International Hot 
Dog Eating Contest on 
Thursday, July 4.

Featuring marchers 
wearing kooky, over-the-
top, risqué costumes, the 
Mermaid Parade is one of 
the largest artistic parades 
in the country. Now cele-
brating its 37th year, the 
parade’s popularity has 
seen tremendous growth 
over the years, according 
to the Alliance for Coney 
Island.

Singer-songwriter Arlo 
Guthrie and his sister Nora 
Guthrie, a writer, have been 
named King Neptune and 
Queen Mermaid and will 
lead the parade. Their late 
father, folk music legend 
Woody Guthrie (1912-1967), 
lived for a time in Coney 
Island.

Alliance officials are 
urging spectators to come 
back and visit Coney Island 
after the parade is over to 
take in many of the other 
recreation opportunities 
the community has to offer, 
including the Coney Island 
Circus Sideshow, Burlesque 

at the Beach and magic 
shows every Sunday by 
Magic at Coney.

The Nathan’s Famous Hot 
Dog Eating Contest, which 
has been held for more 
than 40 years, has become 
a nationally-known and 
beloved Coney Island 
tradition.

The contest, which 
features men and women 
eating as many hot dogs as 
they can in a short space of 
time, gets under way at 10 
a.m. The fun-filled foodie 
war is just the start of a day 
of fun in Coney Island that 
will be capped off by the 
annual Fourth of July Fire-
works Spectacular at 9:50 
p.m. The fireworks show is 
sponsored by the Alliance 
for Coney Island.

It’s shaping up to be a 
memorable summer sea-
son, according to Silver-
smith, whose organization 
promotes Coney Island as 
a tourist destination and 
works to improve the qual-
ity of life for neighborhood 
residents.

“Our landmark classics 
and newer rides along with 

renowned food options 
and attractions are ready 
and waiting for everyone 
to make new memories 
and take a stroll through 
history,” Silversmith told 
this newspaper in an email.

Councilmember Mark 
Treyger, a Democrat who 
represents Coney Island, 
said he’s excited about the 
summer season.

“Coney Island is the go-to 

summer destination for 
city residents and tourists 
alike. I hope everyone has 
a chance to take a stroll 
and enjoy the Coney Island 
Boardwalk, which was 
designated as a scenic land-
mark on its 95th birthday 
last year, following years 
of community-driven ad-
vocacy. I welcome everyone 
to join in on the fun and ex-
citing events planned for a 

fantastic summer,” Treyger 
told this newspaper. 

Treyger led the effort for 
landmark status for the 
Boardwalk.

The Coney Island History 
Project will celebrate His-
tory Day on Sunday, June 9. 
There will be performances 
by musicians and dancers 
representing the cultures 
of all of the countries from 
which people have immi-
grated to Coney Island.

The Brooklyn Cyclones, 
the minor league baseball 
team that plays its home 
games in MCU Park, opens 
its 2019 season on Friday, 
June 14, with a game against 
their crosstown rivals, the 
Staten Island Yankees.

Other upcoming events 
include the Coney Island 
Music Festival on Saturday, 
July 20; the Coney Island 
Talent Show on Saturday, 
July 27; and the Coney 
Island Sand Sculpting 
Competition on Saturday, 
August 17.

For more information on 
Coney Island happenings, 
visit: www.ConeyIsland-
FunGuide.com.

ebrooklyn media/file photo

The Mermaid Parade is one of the most pop-
ular events in the neighborhood, according to 
the Alliance for Coney Island. 

ebrooklyn media/Photos by John Alexander

It was a beautiful day for St. Mary’s first food 
festival.

City Councilmember Justin Brannan, the Very 
Rev. Father Michael Ellias, State Sen. Andrew 
Gounardes and festival organizer Chris Athineos.
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Molloy’s Carr drives Fontbonne out of the playoffs
BY JIM DOLAN

In the semi-final round 
of the 2019 GCHSAA 
playoffs, Eastern Di-

vision number 1 seeded 
Molloy hosted Western 
Division number 2 seeded 
Fontbonne in Queens at 
Cunningham Park.

Fontbonne had lost its 
last game of the regular 
season to Molloy two weeks 
earlier by a score of 4-1 as 
the Stanners’ top player 
Kelsey Carr struck out 18 
Bonnies. This playoff meet-
ing would be no different 
for Carr and the Stanners 
as the Seton Hall-bound 
junior pitcher struck out 
16 Bonnie batters.

MOLLOY 3  
FONTBONNE 0

For five innings, Font-
bonne sophomore hurler 
Anna Bolino held power-
house Molloy scoreless as 
she pitched out of trouble in 
the fourth and fifth innings 
with runners in scoring 
position. Starting the sixth 

inning, Bolino could no lon-
ger hold back the Stanners’ 
offense that put up a four-
hit, three-run rally.

Leading off the sixth in-
ning, Riley O’Connor singled; 
that was followed by a Kelsey 
Carr double. Regan Goger 
sent home both runners with 
a shot up the middle of the in-
field and then scored herself 
on an Angie Rami single for 
the score of 3-0 that would 
eventually stand up for the 
semi-final win.

As well as being domi-
nant on the mound, Carr 
was impressive offensively, 
going three for three, with 
three doubles.

“We played them well up 
until the sixth inning,” stat-
ed Fontbonne Coach Frank 
Marinello. “It just ended too 
soon for us!”

Moving on in the play-
offs, Molloy advanced to 
the final round where the 
Stanners beat the Eastern 
Division number 1 seeded 
Clippers of Xaverian for the 
championship title.

Regina Opera presents “Il Trovatore”
BY THOMAS LENIHAN

GIUSEPPE V ER DI’S “IL 

T ROVATOR E” CONCLU DED R EGINA 

OPER A’S SE ASON.

The convoluted story 
Is based on the rather 
morbid “El Trovator” 

by Spaniard Antonio Garcia 
Guitierrez. The Count Di Lu-
na is in pursuit of Leonora 
who does not reciprocate; 
she loves his rival, Manrico, 
who serenades Leonora.

The count hates the gypsy 
Azucena who put a curse on 
his family after his father 
had had Azucena’s mother 
burned at the stake. Azu-
cena had then abducted 
the count‘s brother (in fact, 
Manrico!) and by mistake 
had thrown her own baby 
into the fire and raised 
Manrico as her own son.

This transitional opera has 
the format of the older bel 
canto style which has a slow 
cavatina or aria followed by a 
cabaletta, a fast piece which is 
decorated with trills etc. The 
cast has very strong voices 
and yet was easily able to 
perform the very decorated 
sections of the work.

The role of the trouba-
dour was ably portrayed by 
tenor Gerardo Gaytan who 
rose to heights in “di Quella 
Pira” in which he promises 
to save his gypsy mother, 

Azucena, from the flames of 
the stake; a clarion “to arms” 
ended the piece.

Dilara Unsal, his beloved 
Leonora, has a large voice 
that miraculously was able 
to navigate successfully the 
many intricate trills and 
decorations of the role.

Ga li n a Iv a n n i kov a 
played Azucena. She has 
a stupendous voice that 
similarly was flexible at 
the same time; she went 
from thrilling top notes to 
deep chest tones with ease. 
Ivannikova excelled in the 
famous “Stride la Vampa” 

in which she recalls her 
mother burning at the stake.

Geeseop Kim has a beau-
tiful voice and served as 
Captain of the Guard. Both 
Ivannikova and Kim need 
work in diction.

Robert Garner played 
Count Di Luna; his rendition 
of “Il Balen del Duo Sorriso” 
(the flashing of her smile) 
did in fact, “shine more than 
a star.” His polished tech-
nique was the high-point of 
the performance. Garner’s 
vocal technique was superb 
and totally in keeping with 
the style of the era.

Also in the cast was 
Monica Camafreita as Ines. 
Fabrizio Doria served 
as Manrico’s lieutenant. 
Charles Gray played an old 
gypsy while the role of the 
messenger was spiritedly 
managed by Wayne Olsen.

The orchestra sounded 
magnificent under the 
able leadership of maestro 
Gregory Ortega. The chorus 
also gave a spectacular per-
formance, especially during 
the famous “Anvil Chorus.” 
Stage Director Linda Lehr 
did the best she could given 
the complicated plot. The 

dramatic flow would have 
been much better with 
two intermissions instead 
of three. The opera was 
enhanced by the various 
fight scenes designed by 

choreographer Robert 
Aronowitz; the scenes ac-
companied stirring choral 
and orchestral sections.

Brooklyn is so lucky to 
have Regina Opera. Bravi!

Photo by Jim Dolan

For the 2019 season, the Fontbonne Varsity Softball Team finished with a 9-3 record to earn a 
number 2 seed in the playoffs where they were eliminated by Molloy by a score of 3-0 in the 
semi-final round.

Photos by Shweta Bist

The secret lovers, Leonora (Dilara Unsal, left) 
and Manrico, the troubador (Gerardo Gaytan, 
right).

Manrico, the Troubador (Gerardo Gaytan left) and his mother Azucena 
(Galina Ivannikova, right) pledge to kill Count DiLuna.
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Sunset Park’s NYU Langone Hospital-Brooklyn 
to receive program to reduce opioid deaths

BY JAIME DEJESUS
J DEJ ESUS@BRO OK LY N R EPORT ER .COM

Sunset Park’s NYU Langone 
Hospital-Brooklyn is one of two 
hospitals in the city selected by 

the New York City Department of 
Health to receive an opioid overdose 
program called Relay, which is part 
of HealingNYC, an effort to reduce 
opioid overdose deaths.

The program focuses on people 
who have survived an opioid over-
dose and therefore are at increased 
risk of fatal overdose. In the hours 
after an overdose event, a Relay 

“wellness advocate” — a trained peer 
advocate with firsthand experience 
of substance use — meets the patient 
in the emergency department to offer 
overdose risk reduction counseling, 
opioid overdose rescue training, and 
a naloxone kit.

NYU Langone-Brooklyn is now one 
of the 10 hospitals citywide to offer 
the program.

“The Relay program meets New 
Yorkers at very high risk of overdose 
death at a critical time of need,” said 

Health Commissioner Dr. Oxiris Bar-
bot. “By offering overdose education 
and naloxone, referring patients to 
effective treatment with buprenor-
phine or methadone, and making con-
nections to harm reduction programs 
and other social services, wellness 
advocates are keeping people who 
use drugs safe and preventing future 
overdose. We are pleased to have the 
NYU Langone network, which has an 
impressive history of treating people 
who use drugs.”

Participating hospitals contact 
Relay 24/7 to dispatch a wellness 

advocate to meet the patient. Well-
ness advocates stay in contact with 
patients for up to 90 days and connect 
them to appropriate support services, 
including overdose prevention, harm 
reduction, substance use disorder 
treatment, and social services such 
as the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) and emergen-
cy housing.

“An expanded Relay program will 
help those people who have survived 
an opioid overdose but are still at 
risk of overdosing in the future,” 
added Assemblymember Felix Ortiz. 

“Trained peer advocates can help pa-
tients avoid future abuse problems. I 
welcome this new effort at the NYU 
Langone Hospital in Brooklyn. Every 
measure we can take to help save 
lives makes a difference.”

Relay launched in June 2017, and 
had distributed 1,308 naloxone kits 
and engaged 851 participants as of 
April, 2019.

According to the Department of 
Health, the city’s goal is to address the 
opioid epidemic and save as many as 
400 lives by 2022.

Shutterstock

Bay Ridge Greenmarket ribbon-cutting 
celebrates 12th anniversary

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

On Saturday, May 25, 
the Bay Ridge Grow 
NYC Greenmarket 

celebrated its 12th season 
grand opening with a fun 
day that included music, 
free raffles, prizes and an 
appropriately green-col-
ore d ri bb on- c ut t i n g 
ceremony.

Councilmember 
Justin Brannan, 
who represents Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights 
and Bensonhurst, 
helped host the event 
spotlighting one of 
the few places in the 
community — in the 
parking lot of Wal-
greens on 94th Street 
and Third Avenue — 
where residents can 
find fruits and vegetables 
fresh from the farm, as 
well as fresh seafood and 
baked breads from regional 
purveyors.

T h e  Gr e e n m a rke t , 
dubbed by some “Bay 
Ridge’s Town Square,” is a 
place where residents shop, 
share recipes and catch up 
with their neighbors while 
finding some of the freshest 
fruits and vegetables in the 
borough. In fact, it is the 
place to go on Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Brannan welcomed the 
crowd and offered a brief 
history of how the Green-
market came to the neigh-
borhood. It all started when 
he and former City Coun-
cilmember Vincent Gentile 
learned that a number of lo-
cal supermarkets — includ-
ing the Key Food located 
where Walgreens is today 

— were closing their doors. 
They came up with the idea 
of introducing Grow NYC’s 
Greenmarket to Bay Ridge. 

“We thought that this 
parking lot would be 
an ideal spot,” said 
Brannan.

G entile’s team 
had to approach 
Walgreens and ask 
for permission to allow 
the Greenmarket to set 
up. “Walgreens wanted to 
be a good neighbor,” said 
Gentile, “and agreed to let 
us partner with them and 
come into their parking lot 
every Saturday from May 
to November.”

This year, Brannan is 
especially pleased to have 
a new composting site at the 
Greenmarket. “Composting 
is back,” said Brannan. “Stop 
by and pick up a free bag 
of organic mulch thanks 
to Grow NYC and DSNY. 
Makes a great stocking 
stuffer,” he added. Brannan 
also happily posed with 

Scrappy the compost 
container.

The vendors who 
make up the Green-
market include Amer-
ican Pride Seafood 
from Suffolk County, 

New York; Bread Alone 
from Ulster County, New 
York; Goodale Farms, which 
provides dairy, meat and 
vegetables; Jersey Farms 
with fruit and vegetables 
from Hunterdon County, 

New Jersey; Toigo 
Orchards f rom 
Cumberland County, 
Pennsylvania; and 
Wager’s Cider Mill 
from Yates County, 
New York.

“ T h is sta r te d 
out because the 
supermarkets were 
closing down in 
the neighborhood,” 
Brannan told this 

paper. “We fought 

to get a Greenmarket and 
it just stuck. It became a 
neighborhood tradition 
and now it’s our little town 
square where people come 
every weekend to catch up 
and hang out.

“This is the only place in 
the neighborhood where 
you can get food direct from 
farmers from around the 
Tri-State area. So it’s just a 
very special tradition,” add-
ed Brannan.

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Arthur de Gaeta

City Councilmember Justin Brannan prepares to cut the ribbon at the Greenmarket.

Barbara Nitto and her mom Joann shopping at 
the Greenmarket.

Councilmember Justin Brannan happily poses 
with Scrappy the compost container.

Rebecca Rock 
getting a taste of 
a fresh strawberry 
from little Declan.

Shoppers check out 
the beautiful flowers.
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By Alex Williamson
editorial@brooklynreporter.com

In recognition of Memorial Day, 
dozens of young people gathered at 
Green-Wood Cemetery Saturday 
morning to place flags on the graves 
of 285 World War I veterans. The 
volunteers came from Girl Scout and 
Boy Scout troops across Brooklyn, 
and were led by Jeff Richman, Green-
Wood’s resident historian. 

After brief remarks from Richman 
highlighting a few of the vets whose 
graves would be decorated, the kids 
broke into small groups and set off 
across the cemetery with maps, lists 
of names and small American flags.

“The good news is we did 3,000 flags 
in 2007 for Civil War veterans, and we 
got that done,” Richman told the crowd. 
“We’re doing a little under 300 today, 
so this should be no problem.”

Richman and a group of volunteers 
began searching historical records in 
2017 to identify WWI vets buried at 
Green-Wood ahead of the 100-year 
anniversary of Armistice Day. They 
located 285 graves, and have published 
detailed biographies of each WWI ve-
teran on the cemetery’s website.  
https://www.green-wood.com/2017/
biographies-of-world-war-i-veterans-
part-one/

Richman estimates there are at least 
10,000 veterans buried at the cemetery, 
and that around 5,000 of those interred 
fought in the Civil War.

Phillip Lehpamer, a former insurance 
actuary who has volunteered with the 
cemetery for 20 years and previously 
helped to identify its Civil War graves, 
says Green-Wood’s extensive archives 
are a wellspring of historical and genea-
logical data.

“The amount of material on historic 
New York is absolutely amazing. If you 
have a passion for history or New York 
City, this is the best place,” Lehpamer 
said. 

Even with extensive records, actua-
lly locating a grave among the roughly 
600,000 in the 478-acre cemetery isn’t 
always easy, given that many of the 
older tombstones are illegible, or long 
ago sank into the ground. 

Scout Leader Joselyn Aviles scanned 
the provided maps with her two sons 
and her niece on Saturday morning, 
wandering up and down rows of wea-
thered tombstones and searching for the 
names on her list. 

 

Though locating some of the graves 
was tricky, Aviles said she was glad 
they came. 

“Everybody always barbecues and 
hangs out, but this way the kids get 
to really see what this is all about,” 
said Aviles. “They can actually see the 
tombs of people and get an understan-
ding of the contributions people made 
to our country.”
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Ezra Jack Keats Bookmaking 
Competition winners are from Brooklyn

BY JOHN ALEXANDER
JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

Young Brooklyn writ-
ers and illustrators 
were well-represent-

ed in the prestigious 33rd 
annual Ezra Jack Keats 
Bookmaking Competition. 
In fact, two of the three top 
city awardees this year are 
from the borough.

The awards are present-
ed by the Ezra Jack Keats 
Foundation, in partnership 
with the New York City 
Department of Education. 
Students in grades three to 
12 are eligible to compete.

At the award ceremony, 
held on Friday, May 17 at the 
central branch of the Brook-
lyn Public Library, the city 
and borough winners and 
honorable mention recipi-
ents were given medals.

In addition, the city win-
ners received $500, and 
the borough winners, $100. 
Each team of educators 
who assisted the winners 
received a certificate and 
a collection of children’s 
books contributed by Pen-
guin Random House, the 
publisher of the books of 
Ezra Jack Keats.

“For the eighth year, 
Brooklyn Public Library is 
proud to showcase the beau-
tifully innovative books 
made by our city’s talented 
young writers and illustra-
tors,” said Kimberly Grad, 
coordinator of School Age 
Services at Brooklyn Public 
Library and one of the judg-
es of the competition.

“The students who par-
ticipated in this year’s EJK 
Bookmaking Competition 

truly embody the spirit of 
Ezra Jack Keats, who in-
spired so many readers and 
writers with his ground-
breaking work,” Grad went 
on.

The Ezra Jack Keats 
Bookmaking Competition 
is divided into three levels: 
Grades three to five, six to 
eight and nine to 12.

“Imag inative young 
writers and illustrators 
from public schools in each 
borough have spent months 
creating and polishing 
these stunning books,” says 
Deborah Pope, executive di-
rector of the Ezra Jack Keats 
Foundation.

“It was in public school 
that Ezra first received 

recognition for his talent, 
inspiring him to pursue 
his dreams. We are proud 
to support today’s public 
schools, to help inspire 
the Ezra Jack Keatses of 
tomorrow.”

Tenth grader Annie Li 
from Brooklyn Technical 
High School earned top hon-
ors for her work “A Magical 
Place.” Eighth grader Sofia 
Kudelina from Brooklyn’s 
I.S. 98 Bay Academy for 
Arts & Sciences won for 
her book “Clutter.” Fifth 
graders Dasha Villalba and 
Mariana Ramos from P.S. 63 
in Queens were awarded 
for their book “The Day 
that Changed the World 
Forever.”

Kudelina, who lives in 
Coney Island, was thrilled 
to receive the award. “Win-
ning the Ezra Jack Keats 
Bookmaking Competition 
means that I’ve grown and 
improved as an artist,” said 
Kudelina. “It also shows me 
that my artwork can reach 
people in a special way 

which is my main goal.”
She went on to explain 

that the theme of her book, 
letting go of one’s clutter, 
can be beneficial to finding 
purpose in life. “This book 
was a perfect opportunity 
for exploration, and win-
ning the award serves as a 
milestone,” she said, adding, 

“I will use the prize money 
to visit my grandmother in 
Russia.”

Li also viewed the award 
as a validation of something 
she loves to do. “I live in 
Borough Park. Winning 
the Ezra Jack Keats Book-
making Competition really 
means a lot to me because it 

gives me the motivation to 
draw more and is proof that 
art can really get me places,” 
Li told this paper.

The selection panel was 
composed of librarians, 
artists, teachers and others 
involved in promoting 
diversity in children’s 
literature, with the main 
focus on the quality of 
writing, illustrations and 
presentation.

Pope said she was proud 
of everyone who entered 
the competition. “The 
students, educators and 
families who dedicate 
themselves to creating 
these books are proof of 
the success possible in our 
public schools,” said Pope.

“The quality of the books 
they create are proof of the 
wealth of talent and resolve 
to be found throughout our 
public school student body. 
I am so proud to be part 
of this program because 
it provides a platform on 
which our children can 
shine.”

Photos by Gregg Richards

City, borough and honorable mention students who were recog-
nized in the Ezra Jack Keats Bookmaking Competition.

City winner Annie Li with English teacher Monica Rowley.

City winner Sofia Kudelina working on her project.

City winner Annie Li working on her book.
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By Andy Katz
editorial@brooklynreporter.com

 The theme of this year’s Older Americans 
Month was “Connect, create and contribute.” In 
keeping with those imperatives, Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall hosted the Brooklyn-wide Interagency 
Council on Aging’s ninth annual Outstanding Se-
nior Service Awards. BWICA singled out seniors 
who have applied energy, creativity and compas-
sion to making the lives of those around them eas-
ier and more fulfilling.
 BWICA’s process permits 
people involved in senior or-
ganizations to nominate vol-
unteers whose efforts reflect 
exceptional commitment and 
effort on behalf of NewYork 
State’s largest senior commu-
nity.
 Ruth Cohen, president of 
the Jewish Association for 
Services for the Aged at the 
Hebrew Educational Soci-
ety, was one of seven hon-
orees singled out for their 
exceptional contributions. 
Also honored were Rivolye 
Alex, Marilyn Brown, Patri-
cia Gregory Marcia Head-
ley, Shirley Luck and Ng So 
Sim.
 Sue Ann Partnow, pro-
gram director of the JASA Senior Center at the 
HES, said, “This was a wonderful opportunity to 
honor one of our hard working volunteers.  I sent 
in Ruth’s bio and wasn’t surprised when she was 
selected to receive this special recognition. 
 “Ruth is the center’s Energizer Bunny,” said 
Partnow, as she spoke about Cohen’s dedication 
to the center and the members of JASA. “She’s 
involved in every aspect of the center, making my 
life so much easier.  There’s no job too big or too 
small.”
 “Volunteering is what gets me out of bed in the 
morning,” said Cohen. “It gives me something to 
get dressed for and someplace to go. The center is 
my home away from home.”
 Ng So Sim, 90, is from China. After receiv-
ing her award based on her work at Homecrest 
Community Services, Ng immediately re-
turned to her seat, not realizing the audience 
expected her to comment. Ng spoke in Chi-
nese, her comments then translated by present-
er Karen Zhou.
 In keeping with the theme of volunteering, the 
audience was invited to work on behalf of both 

their peers in the elder community and the wider 
Brooklyn community.
 “Many of you have gifts,” said BWICA Out-
reach Specialist Leslie Sierra. “I want to talk to 
you about volunteering for SMP, Senior Medicare 
Patrol, that helps seniors prevent, detect and report 
instances of Medicare fraud. Most of you have 
good street smarts and good street cred. You know 
what you’re doing. You can help.”
 Sierra went on to outline how potential volun-

teers might offer their time 
and effort.  “When you vol-
unteer,” she continued, “that 
means you can give me say 
two hours next Tuesday—
we might be able to use you. 
We know you care,” she 
concluded, “because you’re 
here.”
   Borough Hall Commu-
nity Affairs Director Nan 
Blackshear apologized for 
the borough president’s 
absence: “You know Eric 
Adams has been all over,” 
she said, “but I’m here to 
continue our celebration 
with proclamations for each 
honoree.”
   New York City Depart-
ment for the Aging Brook-
lyn Community Outreach 

Director Charise Lawrence, presented awards on 
behalf of the department’s commissioner, Lorraine 
Cortez-Vazquez.
 “I’m always so happy to come here and see 
what I see,” said Lawrence. “I know the selec-
tion process was made with a lot of integrity and 
consideration. We thank you from the Depart-
ment for the Aging for what you do each and 
every day.”
 BWICA Executive Director Maria Alvarez 
outlined some of the organization’s recent and 
forthcoming activities. “We just came back from 
Albany to lobby for a state-wide standard on 
nurse-patient staffing rations,” she said. “And 
also the New York Health Act, which would 
bring single payer to our state. We had maybe 
two buses for seniors from the other boroughs, 
but four buses just for Brooklyn residents.” 
 In the fall, BWICA will hold a Health Care 
Summit explaining how to sign up for Medicare 
once open enrollment season begins. This will take 
place on Wednesday, October 23 from 9:45 a.m. to 
noon at Borough Hall, and is free and open to the 
public. 

Brooklyn-Wide Interagency Council on Aging stages 
ninth annual Outstanding Senior Service Awards

Honorees Rivolye Alex, Marilyn Brown, Patricia Gregory, Ruth Cohen, Marcia Headley, Ng So Sim and Shirley Luck with, from left, Maria Alvarez, Nan Blackshear and Jacqueline 
Kennedy-Sadler in the back row. ebrooklyn media/Photos by Andy Katz

Sue Ann Partnow with honoree Ruth Cohen.

BWICA Executive Director Maria 
Alvarez addresses audience.

Borough Hall Community Affairs Director Nan Blackshear presents proclamation to Pa-
tricia Gregory.
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IN PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPILED BY PAULA KATINAS AND JOHN ALEXANDER

ROSE SECURES SUPPORT FROM EVERY FRESHMAN 
DEMOCRAT FOR 9/11 VICTIM COMPENSATION FUND

U.S. Rep. Max Rose, an Army combat veteran 
who is leading a bipartisan effort to build sup-
port from new members to renew and fund the 
9/11 Victim Compensation Fund (VCF) perma-
nently, has secured every freshman Democrat 
as a co-sponsor of the “Never Forget the Heroes: 
Permanent Authorization of the September 11th 
Victim Compensation Fund Act.”

Rose also secured the endorsement  of 
the legislation by the bipartisan Problem 

Solvers Caucus. The legislation, of which Rose 
is an original co-sponsor, has now eclipsed 290 
co-sponsors, guaranteeing it will receive a vote 
on the House floor this Congress.

“The message we’re sending is loud and clear: 
we must permanently renew and fully fund the 
9/11 Victim Compensation Fund,” said Rose, who 
represents Bay Ridge, Southwest Brooklyn and 
Staten Island. 

“I’m proud to see such unanimous support 
from the entire class of freshman Democrats, 
as well as growing bipartisan support for this 
effort, because never forgetting needs to be 
backed up by actions. Every day, first respond-
ers and their families are living with the con-
sequences of their service to our city and our 
country. We need to be fighting for them every 
single day as well.”

In addition to fighting to renew and fund the 
9/11 VCF permanently, Rose has helped secure 
$170,000 in VCF benefits for constituents who 
were experiencing trouble or delays in receiv-
ing the benefits they earned and deserved from 
their service on 9/11 and in the days following. 

—JA

MYRIE PRESENTS VETERANS’ HALL OF FAME AWARD
State Sen. Zellnor Myrie presented a New 

York State Senate Veterans’ Hall of Fame Award 
to Gerard Placide, a singer, community leader 
and a military veteran.

Placide, a native of Trinidad and Tobago, 
served as a soldier in the U.S. Army 3rd Infan-
try Division and has been called upon to sing at 
numerous events.

During his career, Placide has had the opportu-
nity to perform for Queen Elizabeth of England, 
former Presidents Bill Clinton, George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama, former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and late Sen. John McCain.

“While Mr. Placide lifts the spirit with the 
gift of music, he also lifts up his people with his 
participation in cross-cultural engagement and 
service to our immigrants. We are proud to have 
Mr. Placide as a member of our community,” 
Myrie said in a statement.

“Being honored by the very government I 
serve is indeed an honor,” Placide stated. “This 
award, though I am humbled by it, really is for 
all of us who have served. Being a part of not just 

the greatest arsenal in the world, I see my role as 
a brick in a wall where each brick functions as a 
catalyst towards the mission.”

Myrie, a Democrat who represents Crown 
Heights and parts of Park Slope and Sunset Park, 
presented the award in Albany on May 21. — PK

GOUNARDES PASSES HISTORIC VETERAN 
BENEFITS LEGISLATION

The New York State Senate has 
passed State Sen. Andrew Gounardes’ 
credit expansion for civil service ap-
pointments as part of a historic veteran 
benefits package.

The bill, introduced and sponsored 
by Gounardes, allows anyone who 
served in the armed forces to receive 
credits for civil service appointments 
and promotions. Currently, the state 
only provides additional credits for 
veterans who served during wartime. 
Gounardes’ bill would provide parity 
among all armed forces veterans.

“We must honor all the brave men 
and women who served in our military 
and choose to continue their public ser-
vice by working in government,” said 
Gounardes, whose district includes 
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, Benson-
hurst, Gravesend and Marine Park.

“Passing this constitutional amend-
ment will eliminate the barriers that 

help some veterans but hold others 
back. We should reward their service 
and give them every opportunity and 
benefit we can to help them succeed 
when they come home. I’m proud to 
be the lead sponsor of this measure, 
and I’ll be even more proud when we 
finally enact this measure,” Gounardes 
added.

In addition to the credit expansion, 
Gounardes voted for a host of other 
veteran benefits bills as part of his 
commitment to the men and women in 
uniform who perform a heroic service 
by making the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country.

 The legislation was passed on Tues-
day, May 14, the annual 10th Mountain 
Division and Fort Drum Day, which 
highlights the contributions to the 
region and state made by the men and 
women of the North Country’s military 
installation. —JA

HOUSE APPROVES VELÁZQUEZ 
AMENDMENT

The House recently approved an 
amendment proposed by U.S. Rep. 
Nydia Velázquez to reinstitute disclo-
sure requirements for home mortgage 
loans companies.

The amendment is part of the 
Consumers First Act, a bill designed 
to strengthen the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau. Velázquez’s 
amendment would mean that disclo-
sure requirements meant to prevent 
discrimination in home lending would 
be restored.

Specifically, Velázquez’s amend-
ment would reinstate a requirement 
put in place by the Dodd–Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act that any bank or credit union 
that makes more than 25 mortgage 
loans or 100 equity lines of credit 
per year report in detail the loan 
characteristics.

The  Dodd–Frank Wall Street 

Reform and Consumer Protection Act, 
commonly known as Dodd-Frank, is a 
federal law enacted in 2010 in reac-
tion to the financial collapse of 2008 
that made significant changes to the 
country’s entire financial regulatory 
system.

“If we are going to root out and 
prevent home loan discrimination, 
we need an accurate picture of the 
lending markets,” Velázquez said in a 
statement. “Dodd-Frank instituted im-
portant requirements in this regard, 
but in the last Congress, legislation 
was passed exempting 85 percent of 
banks and credit unions from loan 
reporting requirements. My amend-
ment would put these requirements 
back in place, helping prevent lending 
discrimination.”

Velázquez, a Democrat, represents 
several neighborhoods in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan. — PK

ORTIZ WANTS DRIVER’S LICENSES FOR 
UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS

Assemblymember Felix Ortiz said 
New York State should allow undocu-
mented immigrants to obtain driver’s 
licenses.

“Anyone living in New York 
should be able to obtain a driver’s 
license. Withholding driver’s li-
censes from people without a Social 
Security card is not the safest thing 
to do and it’s morally not the right 
thing to do,” said Ortiz, a Democrat 
representing Sunset Park and parts 
of Bay Ridge. “These people live in 
our communities and should be 
able to get a library card, open a 
bank account, identify themselves 
in an emergency and take care of 

the needs of their family without 
additional stress.”

Ortiz contended that allowing un-
documented workers to obtain driver’s 
licenses will make streets safer.

“Anyone who legally drives in New 
York needs to take a driver’s exam and 
obtain insurance, making the roads 
safer in New York than they are now. 
Even though it’s against the law, some 
people are driving without a license 
so they can get to their job, take care 
of their children or participate in 
community activities,” he said.

In other news, Ortiz announced that 
he has opened a new district office at 
4907 Fourth Ave. — PK

CITY COUNCIL CALLS FOR INCREASED FUNDING TO 
SUPPORT HOMELESS STUDENTS

City Councilmember Mark Treyger joined 
Christine Quinn, president and CEO of WIN 
(formerly Women in Need); Executive Director 
of the Citizens’ Committee for Children Jennifer 
March; and Executive Director of Advocates 
for Children of New York Kim Sweet at a press 
conference calling on City Hall to fund 100 social 
workers in schools with the highest concentra-
tion of students living in shelters — an important 
increase at a time when city schools have a record 
number of students who are homeless.

According to statement from Treyger, there 
were 114,000 homeless children in New York 
City public schools during the 2017-2018 school 
year, about one in every 10 students. As the 
final city budget is negotiated, advocates and 
elected officials are asking for funding for at 
least 100 “Bridging the Gap” social workers to 
address the needs of students experiencing 
homelessness.

The press conference was held on Tuesday, 
May 28 on the steps of City Hall. — JA

Photo courtesy of State Sen. Zellnor Myrie

Gerard Placide accepts the prestigious 
New York State Senate Veterans’ Hall 
of Fame Award from State Sen. Zellnor 
Myrie during a ceremony in Albany.

ebrooklyn media/Photo by John Alexander

U.S. Rep. Max Rose at a recent new 
recruit swearing in ceremony at Fort 
Hamilton Army Base.
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We pledge each year 
“Never to Forget.” In my 
opinion, the best way 
never to forget is to re-
member through events 
such as ceremonies like 
this one and the parade 
that followed.

Whether Democrats or 
Republicans, those who 
took part in the parade 
did so in honor of the 
fallen and out of a sense 
of community. 

FOR MORE NEWS, VISIT  
WWW.BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM

MARCH TO A DIFFERENT BEAT

This past Monday, Bay 
Ridge once again 
hosted the oldest, 

continuously running Me-
morial Day parade in the 
country.

In addition to Girl Scout 
and Boy Scout troops, 
high schools, and veterans 
representing different 
branches of the armed 
forces, the parade again 
featured various political 
entities. Elected officials 
marching included Rep. 
Max Rose, State Sen. An-
drew Gounardes, Assem-
bly members Mathylde 
Frontus and Nicole Mallio-
takis, Borough President 
Eric Adams, Public Ad-
vocate Jumaane Williams 
and Councilmember Justin 
Brannan.

Political groups like 
the Kings County Conser-
vative Party and the Bay 
Ridge Democrats marched 
behind their banners as 
well.

I had planned to march 
with one of the political 

groups but, as is often the 
case, as a father of two 
young boys, unexpected 
parenting responsibilities 
forced me to alter my plans 
at the last moment.

Af ter hearing f rom 
others who participated 
that they faced heckling 
along the route, I thought 
of my sons, who I want to 
enjoy the parade in years 
to come, and of how the 
tenor of anything remotely 
political is becoming in-
creasingly mean-spirited.

I understand that politi-
cians and political groups, 
by definition, debate ideas 
and those with opposing 
views will let them be 
know n, especially in 
Brooklyn. But is a family 
event dedicated to remem-
bering those who have 
lost their lives in service 
to our country the appro-
priate venue to air those 
disagreements, as taunts, 
no less?

Whether Democrats or 
Republicans, those who 

took part in the parade 
did so in honor of the 
fallen and out of a sense of 
community.

This heckling was indic-
ative of an ever-increas-
ing lack of civility in our 
political discourse. And 
though this tone cannot be 
attributed to one person, in 
recent years it has certain-
ly emanated from the top.

Just a day and a half earli-
er, the president dismissed 
aggressive missile tests by 
North Korea because, in 
his own words, he “smiled 
when [Kim Jong Un] called 
Swampman Joe Bidan [sic] 
a low IQ individual.” When 
you are so in favor of a 
political opponent being 

insulted that you defend a 
dictator who tortured an 
American to death, some-
thing has truly broken 
down.

Donald Trump’s re-
marks, which he later 
deleted on Twitter, again 
led me to think of my sons. 
Though they often fight 
with each other, they each 
always defend their broth-
er from anyone outside 
our family who does them 
wrong.

It’s not to say that there 
aren’t politicians who do 
make this distinction. 
Though I seldom agree 
with GOP Rep Peter King 
(NY-2), he deserves credit 
for saying that it is “Nev-
er right to side with [a] 
murderous dictator vs. [a] 
fellow American.”

Locally, as Brooklyn’s 
Muslim community has 
been observing the holy 
month of Ramadan the 
past few weeks, we have 
seen this political incivil-
ity manifest itself in forms 
of intolerance which, just 
a few years ago, people 
didn’t seem comfortable 
outwardly sharing.

On May 29, Cocoa Grind-
er held an Iftar dinner, 
free to all members of the 
community, as did the Beit 
El-Maqdis Islamic Center 
two days later. On May 11, 
several local representa-
tives sponsored an Iftar 
dinner.

Though opportunities 
to gather with our neigh-
bors in goodwill should 
be embraced, social media 
posts about the event spon-
sored by local legislators 
were rife with gripes that 

politicians shouldn’t be 
sponsoring events tied to 
religious holidays.

Given the long-standing 
tradition of Christmas 
tree and menorah light-
ings and Easter egg hunts 
being hosted by elected 
officials, the Iftar was not 
as much special treatment 
as it was an attempt at more 
equal treatment. The fact 
that the dialogue online 
devolved into ignorant, 
Islamophobic comments 
was as expected is it was 
distressing.

I’m hoping more people 
take cues from kids like my 
sons: To pull together when 
attacked from outside, and 
to welcome the differences 
that make our community 
great. When it comes to 
our political discourse, it 
is really time to put away 
childish things.

MATTER OF FACT
BY JAY BROWN

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
We had a won-

derful Memo-
rial Day in Bay 

Ridge. A day dedicated to 
remembering and honor-
ing those members of the 
military who gave their lives 
in defense of our country 
and its freedoms enjoyed 
near-perfect weather.

For me, the day began with 
the Brooklyn Conservative 
Party’s annual POW/MIA 
flag presentation ceremony 
at Look Out Point, 81st Street 
and Shore Road. This cere-
mony has taken place every 
year since 1982. For the past 
15 years, St. Anselm’s Boy 
Scout Troop 13 has joined 
in and participated in the 
ceremony.

Last September, Frances 
Vella-Marrone became the 
new chairperson of the 
Brooklyn party, succeeding 
me. This was the first cere-
mony that Fran chaired and 

she did great.
The large gathering heard 

Fran discuss the many thou-
sands who remain missing 
in action, unaccounted-for, 
on foreign land.

Each year through the 
efforts of the United States 
government and the Na-
tional League of POW/MIA 
families, a small number 
of the missing are located, 
identified through military 
forensic efforts and laid to 
rest with full honors in their 
hometowns or at Arlington.

There are currently 1,598 
Americans now listed by 
the Department of Defense 
as missing and unaccount-
ed-for from the Vietnam 
War. One hundred and four 
are from New York State. 
Since last Memorial Day, 
four Americans missing in 
action from Laos and Viet-
nam have been identified, 
the last being Lt. Richard 

Lannon, USNR, on Septem-
ber 25, 2018.

Mike Long, the former 
state chairperson of the 
Conservative Party and the 
individual who started this 
tradition in Bay Ridge in 
1982, was present and spoke. 
So did former State Sen. 
Marty Golden who was the 
grand marshal of the Memo-
rial Day Parade. Assembly-
members Nicole Malliotakis 
and Simcha Eichenstein also 
gave remarks.

We pledge each year “Nev-
er to Forget.” In my opinion, 
the best way never to forget 
is to remember through 
events such as ceremonies 
like this one and the parade 
that followed.

***
Brooklyn’s Memorial Day 

Committee chaired by Ray 
Aalbue did an outstanding 
job organizing this 152nd 
annual event — the oldest 

Memorial Day Parade in the 
nation, first held in 1867. For-
mer Sen. Golden, the grand 
marshal, and the American 
Legion — which is celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary 
— shared honors.

The weather was great, 
helping this parade to enjoy 
along its Third Avenue route 
one of the largest crowds 

in recent years. I marched 
from 76th Street to the re-
viewing stand at John Paul 
Jones Park. There were ma-
ny blocks where the crowd 
was three and four deep, and 
hardly a block did not have a 
full house.

There were marching 
bands, numerous veterans 
groups, and active military 
and reserve groups. The 
NYPD and FDNY were 
well-represented as were the 
auxiliary police. Political 
groups like the Brooklyn 
Conservative Party and 
Verrazano Republican 
Club marched behind their 
banners.

Assemblymember Nicole 
Malliotakis also marched 
with a large contingent be-
hind her banner. State Sen. 

Andrew Gounardes could be 
seen along the sidelines and 
Rep. Max Rose was hopping 
all around. I did not see 
Councilmember Brannan, 
but understand he was 
marching too.

There was a very large 
group of Vietnam veterans 
gathered near the reviewing 
stand waiting to hear from 
the Fort Hamilton Army 
garrison commander and 
other officials as well as for 
the presentation of honors to 
former Sen. Golden and the 
American Legion.

Bay Ridge, and its many 
organizations and elected 
officials showed that they 
know the meaning of Me-
morial Day. We should be 
proud that we live in such a 
community.

COMMON SENSE
BY JERRY KASSAR

OPINION
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When Our Lady of Grace Parish holds its
Communion breakfast on Sunday, June 9, one
of the day’s honorees will be former state Sen.
Marty Golden. Sharing the honors, we should
note, are OLG parishioners Sue Fortunato
and Esher Soscia.

Credit is certainly due to the parishioners,
but it’s hard not to notice that over the past
year former Sen. Golden has been honored at
parades, breakfasts, luncheons, dinners and
all sorts of celebrations.

Just this past Monday he was grand mar-
shal of the Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade —
the nation’s oldest, which ended appropriate-
ly at John Paul Jones Park, adjacent to our
own Fort Hamilton Army Base.

Clearly his eight terms in Albany, in addi-
tion to service in the City Council, have

stirred a flow of appreciation from the com-
munities he formerly served.

An established leader
before he sought office

Also making a difference here is that the
former lawmaker had spent several years
becoming a civic and business leader before
he was first elected to the City Council. For
instance, he spearheaded the rejuvenation of
the Fifth Avenue Board of Trade, which had
struggled for decades following the devastat-
ing economic losses brought on by the
destruction of thousands of dwellings to make
way for the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge
approaches.

He had a lot of help in those days from
leaders like Jim Clark, Mike Long, Basil

Capetanakis, Bob Howe, Pat Condren,
John Logue, Sandy Vallas, Larry Morrish,
and Peter and Pat Killen.

For this and other volunteer endeavors,
such as launching the vaunted Greater Bay
Ridge Clean-Up Campaign with the late
Mike Behlen, the aforementioned Morrish
and Howe, the name Marty Golden was a
household word in these southwestern
Brooklyn neighborhoods long before he sent
out his first piece of campaign literature.

Much of what we say here these days is
part of an effort to show why true volunteer
leaders like Golden, who had the ability and
the means to bring out hundreds of concerned
Ridgeites to wield brooms and join in march-
es to save Fort Hamilton, will find their tasks
much more difficult in the depersonalizing
arrival of the internet age.

No column or message dealing with out-
standing volunteerism would be complete
unless we cited a woman who devoted hun-
dreds of hours and days to sustaining and
leading the treasured Ragamuffin Parade
Committee while simultaneously serving as
the active and imaginative partner in
Golden’s many contributions: Colleen
Golden, mother of two talented and true sons.

A few years back, she relinquished the
Ragamuffin reins and the committee is now
run by the very able and affable Rose Gangi.

Colleen never ran for office, but it goes
without saying that if it weren’t for her drive
and understanding we wouldn’t be wondering
why so many want to honor and single out her
husband, who otherwise might still be run-
ning the Bay Ridge Manor with brother
Patrick.

We no longer can get hundreds to show up
for just about anything because so many feel

they’re fulfilling their civic responsibilities by
sitting at home “attending” meetings on Skype,
getting hits on their iPhones and achieving the
“going viral” jackpot.

In Golden’s civic background, 
a cast of thousands

Since hardly anybody is the same person
they seem to be on Facebook and other virtu-
al venues, it’s often hard to distinguish the
doers and thinkers from the negativists and
the tinkerers.

What’s different about Golden — and this
is in no way intended to slight Sen. Andrew
Gounardes or Councilmember Justin
Brannan — is that he met, talked and
worked with literally thousands of people in
this part of Brooklyn strictly as a volunteer
civic leader.

So, at least to partially understand why he
has been the most sought-after honoree here in
recent years, newcomers and many others who
see all public activity through a partisan politi-
cal lens should understand that he was more
than a politician when he first entered politics.

Is true volunteerism 
over in internet age?

Golden’s election, as millennials might
say, was “organic” in the sense that he estab-
lished his civic and business leadership well
before he ran for City Council and won back
in 1997.

Former Councilmember Vincent Gentile,
you should know, was an active volunteer,
especially through his work on behalf of the
Bay Ridge Community Council. His service
earned him the BRCC’s Civic Award. Then-
citizen Golden was also a Civic Award hon-
oree.

Though the digital age has taken a terrible
toll on volunteerism here and just about
everywhere else, the spirit of civic endeavor
is alive and mainly well here through the ded-
ication of leaders such as Ralph Succar,
president of the BRCC, which is holding its
annual dinner dance on June 4 at the Rex
Manor.

The BRCC, despite the modern-day chal-
lenges it faces in luring members and specta-
tors out to meetings and events, perseveres in
its main role – highlighting the civic good that
is done here through individuals and organi-
zations.

Winners of the 2019 Civic Award to be rec-
ognized that night are Marianne Nicolosi,
who runs the Bay Ridge Center, and Brian
Chin, vice president of Northfield Bank,
whose career here proves the adage that if you
have a big task, give it to a busy person.

In closing: There are those who sincerely
believe that internet activism is every bit as
valuable and important as actually showing
up at events. If I had to sum up with a brief
response to any cybernaut opposing human,
in-person participation as being conclusively
far more desirable, worthwhile and long-last-
ing than internetting, my response would
simply be four words: Marty and Colleen
Golden.

By Charles F. Otey

Focus on 
Bay Ridge
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Why do they keep honoring
former Sen. Marty Golden?
Many recognize civic deeds as vital leadership qualifier

Colleen Golden 
ebrooklyn media/File photo

Former Councilmember Vincent Gentile
ebrooklyn media/File photo 

Councilmember Justin Brannan
ebrooklyn media/File photo

Grand Marshal Marty
Golden gives a salute at
the Brooklyn Memorial

Day Parade.
ebrooklyn media/Photo by Arthur de Gaeta

Former Sen. Marty Golden (third from left) received the Kings County Conservative
Party’s Ronald Reagan Americanism Award at a brunch last month. He is pictured with
New York State Conservative Party Chair Jerry Kassar, Kings County Conservative Party
Chair Fran Vella-Marrone and former New York State Conservative Party Chair Mike
Long (left to right). ebrooklyn media/Photo by Arthur de Gaeta
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 Green-Wood Cemetery 
kicked off its sesquicenten-
nial commemoration of the 
start of the Civil War this 
past Sunday with a posse 
of mounted cavalry, foot sol-
diers with muskets, bayonets, 
swords, sabers, color guards, 
drummers and ladies in Civil 
W a r - e r a 

dress. 
We tagged along for 
the grand procession that 
passed throughout the ceme-
tery and by candlelit graves of 
fallen soldiers from both sides 
of the conflict. As we trekked 
through the pathways, there 
were uniformed re-enactors 
-- soldiers standing guard, 
musicians and singers per-
forming Civil War songs.

The event drew thousands 
of relatives, Civil War buffs, 
amateur historians and 
genealogists, local residents 
and hundreds of out-of-
towners. According 
to cemetery his-
torian, author 
and attorney 
J e f f r e y 
Richman, 
4,600 Civil 
War vet-
erans are 
buried in 
Green-Wood, 
making it the 
largest Civil 
War burial site in 
the north, even surpassing 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Also as part of the com-
memoration there were 
encampments of Union and 
Confederate re-enactors who 
pitched tents near the main 
gate, on both Sunday and 
Memorial Day. While step-
ping along in the nighttime 
procession, we came across 
Susan Pulaski, a former 
president of the Bay Ridge 
Historical Society and a com-
mittee chair at Community 
Board Ten. Obviously, pleased 
with the big turnout, was 

our good friend, Green-Wood 
Cemetery honcho Richard 
Moylan.

On Memorial Day, the 
cemetery hosted its 13th 
annual free concert with 
the ISO Symphonic Band 
led by founder and director, 
Bay Ridge Maestro Brian 
Worsdale. Several members 
of the band are current and 
former graduates of Fort 
Hamilton High School.

•••
Michael Connors, 

founding partner and 
president of the Connors 
and Sullivan law firm, is 

the new Kings County com-
mander of the Catholic War 
Veterans. Last year, Connors 
received the “Veteran of 
the Year” Award from 
the New York State 
division of the CWV. 
The Kings County 
Chapter is hold-
ing its annual 
dinner dance on 
Thursday eve-
ning, June 2, at 
7:30 p.m., at the 
Polonaise Terrace, 
150 Greenpoint 
Avenue.

This year, the group 
will be honoring its 

National Commander 
Fred Schwally, 

New York State 
Commander 

J o h n 
Keyes and 
the past 
National 
Chaplain, 
F a t h e r 
Anthony 

Dell’Anno. 
Tickets are 

$75 per person.
•••

Congressmember Michael 
Grimm will be the guest 
speaker at the next meeting 
of St. Patrick’s Men’s Club, on 
Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m., 
in the club room adjacent 
to St. Patrick’s school gym-
nasium at 97th Street and 
Fourth Avenue.

•••
More news from St. 

Patrick’s. On Sunday, June 5, 
after a 2 p.m. special concert 
in St. Patrick’s Church, there 
will be an unveiling and dedi-
cation of a portrait of the late 
Maestro Aldo Bruschi in the 

school auditorium. Also con-
gratulations to St. Patrick’s 
Pastor, Monsignor Joseph 
Nagle, who just marked his 
40th anniversary as a mem-
ber of the clergy.

•••
The Fort Hamilton High 

School Alumni Association 
held its recent pre-show 
annual dinner at Chadwick’s 
Restaurant, 8822 Third 
Avenue. The dinner was host-
ed by Dr. Alice Farkouh, 
the past principal of FHHS 
and the current president 
of the Alumni Association. 
Farkouh is 

the Principal of 
the A. Fantis parochial school 
on Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown Brooklyn.

Among the attendees were 
two past FHHS Assistant 
Principals David Whitebook 
and Tom Greene. Both are 
former presidents of the Bay 
Ridge Community Council, 
and Whitebook serves as a 
t r u s t e e and scholar-

s h i p 

c h a i r -
person of the Kassenbrock 
Brothers Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. Also in 

Muffin’s
Pet Connection

email: judespets@aol.com
By JUDE LASSOW

JACKSON GALAXY: “My Cat From Hell” TV pro-
gram is seen on Animal Planet Saturday nights showing 
a calm behaviorist at a cat’s worst! His unique methods 
work.  Many cats are saved from a trip to a kill shelter.  
Hissing, spitting, biting cats make eye contact with 
Jackson, and trust and hope begin...

HEY JUDE:  “Even though we live together, we do 
not have to be adopted together. We are nine years old. 
We will not scratch or damage your furniture. Hi, I am 
Raven, a sweet, little girl who is half Siamese. I love to 
be affectionate, and play with my toys; you would think 
I was a kitten. I will give you all the love and attention 
you seek. I am spayed, housebroken. Unfortunately we 
are seeking a new home because my mommy has severe 
allergies and is no longer able to keep us.  I hope to join 
your loving family. You will not be disappointed…Hello 
there, I am Figaro a tuxedo cat, cuddly, loving boy. I 
love to snuggle up, play with my toys, act silly and am 
great with animals and people.  Please call our mommy, 
Stephanie 732-864-5990.”

JASPER, DARWIN, AND VESTA – three year old, 
spayed, neutered with shots, affectionate cats need 
new home due to legal action against a tenant. These 
wonderful, loving cats, which are loved, are white with 
some black or gray, and two would love to go to a good 
home as a pair. They are brothers and sister rescued as 
kittens from a backyard. Mistie, a tuxedo cat, is a big 
couch potato and very laid back. Contact Troyens44@
yahoo.com.
 
“Hi, I’m Tali, a gorgeous, white long-haired cat in search 
of a new home to call my own.  I’m 11 years old but still 
have quite a lot of spunk left.  I’m strictly an indoor cat.  
I won’t scratch your furniture up, I promise. I only have 
back claws.  I have been living with my mom all these 
years, but now there is a toddler. The baby is sweet, but I 
am not used to pinching fingers that grab my tail. I need 
a space where I can be the queen.  Can you find a place 
for me in your quiet home?” 
Kim 718-344-9697

PURRFECT MEWS: All of Jenny’s rescued kitties 
have been adopted into loving homes.
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 MEEOW MEEOW...
Hello there, “I am 
Panela, a fi ve-year-
old, gray and white 
tuxedo kitty. I 
have the softest 
fur and am very 
sweet, but a lit-
tle shy. Once I 
warm up to you, 
I like to read, 
watch TV, surf the 
net and most of the 
time will even help 
you with these things. 
I can also be hap-
pily by myself for 
long periods, but I 
am always avail-
able for play time at a moment’s notice.
 “My outstanding quality is that I am super mel-
low, and a very low maintenance kitty. I am okay 
with cats, dogs and children. However, I would es-
pecially enjoy being the only cat in the house. That 
would be my preference.
 “I am an easy cat to take, as I am meticulous-
ly clean.  I am looking for a new home, a life-long 
friend. I am looking for YOU. Would you like to come 
and meet me?  Look into my stunning yellow eyes, 
and I’ll capture your loving heart.  This could be the 
start of a new friendship. I am purrfect for you.  I 
am spayed with my vaccinations and micro chipped.”  
Please contact cats@zanisfurryfriends.org.  

***
 Zani’s Furry Friends is a 501(c)3 non-profi t or-
ganization committed to rescuing companion ani-
mals from New York City shelters where, unfortu-
nately, they are at signifi cant risk for euthanasia 
due to overcrowding. Beyond directly helping the 
animals they save, their rescue creates space at 
the shelter—thus giving another shelter cat or 
dog an opportunity to await a chance for adoption 
or rescue and thereby potentially saving yet an-
other life.
 The group’s mission is to help you fi nd the perfect 
furry companion for your family and to help every 
animal they rescue fi nd the forever home it deserves. 
The group’s foster home network allows it to become 
fully familiar with each of the available cats and 
dogs and helps ensure the best possible match with 
adoptive families.  Zani’s Furry Friends is a mem-
ber of the Mayor’s Alliance and a New Hope Partner 
with the Animal Care & Control of New York City. 
There are Cat and Dog Adoptions Every Sunday at 
Petco, 1280 Lexington Avenue, between East 86th 
and East 87th Streets in Manhattan from 12:30-
5:30pm.  Hope to see you soon.   

***
 HEY JUDE...WOOF WOOF: “I am heartbroken to 
give up my two half-Pointer-mix, 10-month-old pups. 
Sabrina and Tyson love to play ball and run around. 
Both pups love people, are lap dogs, love to sit with 
you. Sabrina gives kisses but sometimes gives a lit-
tle love bite before kisses. She hates the vacuum 
and barks at it. Tyson loves people, loves to play and 
watch his sister play ball. He loves to play tug of 
war. They are lap pups. He also makes noises like 
Chewbacca from ‘Star Wars.’ It is very cute. I am in 
Lynbrook, New York.” – Jackie, 516-6980-5669.

Photo courtesy of Jude Lassow
Panela needs a loving home.

 Community Education Council 20, which is 
headed by Laurie Windsor, will be highlight-
ing its June monthly meeting agenda with a 
special salute to the PTA/PAs that serve all 
the public schools in District 20. The laudato-
ry session will take place on Wednesday, June 
11, at 7 p.m., at P.S./I.S. 30, 7001 Fourth Ave-
nue.
 It will also be an opportunity for parents 
from other schools to see the interior of 
the district's newest school that was 
built on the former site of the Bay 
Ridge United Methodist Church 
(aka the Green Church).

* * *
 What an absolute terrif-
ic turnout for the street 
co-naming ceremonies in 
honor of the late, great 
Tom Kane. The block that 
Kane grew up on 88th 
street near Colonial Road 
was formally dedicated 
Tom Kane Way and was 
even blessed by Reverend 
Gerard Sauer, the pastor of 
St. Mel's Church, a former as-
sociate pastor at Bay Ridge's St. 
Patrick's Church and a personal 
friend.
 A host of dignitaries were on hand to join 
Kane's family, friends and associates on this 
auspicious occasion. City Councilmember 
Vinnie Gentile -- who ensured the full Coun-
cil approved the co-naming, wrote in the pro-
gram,  "A lifelong Bay Ridge resident, Tom's 
tremendous contributions and achievements 
left an indelible mark on the community he 
loved so much."
 Close friend Frankie Marra sang and 
played "Forever Young" by Bob Dylan. Kane 
was a big, big Dylan fan! 
                                                                     * * *
 Among the marching groups in the recent 
147th annual Brooklyn Memorial Day Pa-
rade was the Society of Old Brookynites. The 
civic organization has been marching in ev-
ery Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade since its 
founding in 1880. 

Its fi rst march was led by former Brook-
lyn Mayor John Ward Hunter, and the 2014 
march was led by Society President and 
Brooklyn historian Ronald Schweiger.
 On Sunday, June 22, at 12:30 p.m., the so-
ciety will be celebrating its 134th anniversa-
ry at the Bay Ridge Manor, 476 76th Street.  
The keynoter for the occasion will be society 
member and New York State Supreme Court 

Justice Arthur Schack who will be 
talking about the history of the 

Boy Scouts, prominent Eagle 
Scouts, and since he was a 

former attorney for Major 
League Baseball, a few 
hits, runs and strikes.
 Also on the pro-
gram will be former 
Brooklyn Borough Pres-
ident Marty Markowitz 
discussing his new role 
as vice president of bor-
ough promotion and en-
gagement for NYC and 

Co.
 The event is open 

to the public. Reservations 
are only $46 which includes 

a full sit-down dinner. Contact 
Sherman Silverman at 718-748-

3165 or send him a check payable to the 
Society of Old Brooklynites, 340 Marine Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, NY 11209.

* * *
 Former Science Assistant Principal and a 
past Bay Ridge Community Council Presi-
dent, Tom Greene was back at Denyse Wharf 
and the adjoining small beach under the 
shadow of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge for 
his group's 25th Bi-Annual Wharf and Beach 
Cleanup. This year, he was joined by 75 high 
school and grade school volunteers.
 Greene continues to press efforts to estab-
lish a Marine Environmental Science Lab at 
the site.  He is also currently a professor at 
Kingsborough College.
 Maria Makrinos, the new president of the 
Fort Hamilton High School Alumni Associa-
tion, stopped, by bringing free doughnuts for 
all the volunteers.

* * *
 The Kings County Republican Party is 
holding its 2014 Lincoln Day Reception and 
Dinner on Sunday, June 22, from noon to 3 
p.m.,  at Gargiulo’s in Coney Island.  Among 
the honored guests will be Westchester Coun-
ty Executive Rob Astorino, the state GOP’s 
candidate for governor.
 He has been tapped as the county’s “Man 
of the Year.” Other honorees include former 
GOP Assembly Candidate Tom McCarthy 
as “Counselor of the Year,” past City Coun-
cil candidate and President of the Brooklyn 
Young Republicans Russell Gallo as “Young 
Republican of the Year,” plus the following la-
dies, as “Women of the Year” Phyllis Carbo, 
Francenia Hall, Joan Braunstein and Mary 
John.
 Tickets are $200 a pop and available at 
www.BrooklynGOP.com.

New school to host � rst council meeting

BROOKLYN MEDIA GROUP/
Photos by Ted General
Tom Kane’s parents holding 
the new sign.

Members of the Society of Old Brooklynites march 
in the recent Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade with 
Society President and Brooklyn Historian Ron 
Schweiger, center.

To reach Ted General 
via the Internet, 

his e-mail address is:
General@Journalist.com.

OPINION

Next steps to fix New York’s archaic election laws
New York State has the dubious honor of 

having one of the worst voting rates in the 
entire country. During the last presidential 
primary in 2016, a measly 22 percent of 
eligible voters cast their ballot. According 
to FairVote, New York ranked 44th out of 
50 states for turnout in the November 2018 
election.

But there is a bright spot. We are finally 
making progress, and we are making it 
quickly. With Democrats gaining control 
of the State Senate last November, the leg-
islature has already passed several historic 
election reform bills this session that have 
languished in the Senate for years.

This includes common-sense bills to 
allow for early voting, online voter reg-
istration and the consolidation of federal 
and state primaries. The legislature also 
passed constitutional amendments to enact 
same-day voter registration and no-excuse 
absentee voting, which will need to be 
passed again in the next legislative session 
and then approved by a statewide public 
referendum.

With less than five weeks remaining in 
the legislative session, there is more work 
to do to fix our election laws and make it 
easier to vote. We must move the deadline 
for registered voters to enroll in or change 
their party affiliation.

New York State’s deadline to change par-
ty enrollment is the most restrictive dead-
line in the entire country. Under current 
law, registered voters seeking to change 

their party enrollment need 
to do so up to eight months 
before the primary election. 
This is long before many 
people have even started 
thinking about voting and 
is often long before we know 
who is running for office.

Nearly three million New 
Yorkers are not enrolled in 
a major party. Those voters 
are, in many parts of the state 
including New York City, ef-
fectively disenfranchised by 
the current deadline. For example, if an 
unaffiliated voter wanted to vote in a June 
primary, they would have had to enroll in 
a party in October of the preceding year in 
order to vote! That just doesn’t make sense.

You might be asking, “Why does this 
matter?”

It matters because in many areas — as is 
true in New York City for example — the 
key decisions are made in the more compet-
itive primaries rather than in the general 
election.

In New York, voters’ voices have the most 
impact in a primary election. We ought to 
ensure that voters can more easily partic-
ipate in all steps of the electoral process, 
including the candidate selection process.

Senator Brian Kavanagh and I sponsor a 
bill (A1423), which would allow currently 
registered voters to change their party 
affiliation or to enroll in a party up to 25 

days before a primary election, 
the same deadline as new voter 

registration.
This is a fair and feasible 

path forward since the 
Board of Elections already 

must process new registra-
tions at that time. It would 

also put New York on par with 
the average deadline for party 
enrollment across the country.

I also sponsored a bill that 
would bring Instant-Runoff Vot-
ing (IRV) — also called ranked 

choice voting — to citywide elections in 
New York City: the races for the mayor, 
comptroller and public advocate.

IRV would allow voters to rank their 
candidates by preference order, as opposed 
to only voting for one candidate, thus avoid-
ing costly run-offs and ensuring that the 
winner is getting a majority of votes.

According to Common Cause NY, in New 
York City between 2009 and 2017 more 
than 60 percent of primary elections with 
more than two candidates were won with 
support of less than half of the voters, with 
some candidates winning with less than 30 
percent of the vote!

IRV would prevent any candidate from 
winning without garnering at least some 
amount of support from 50 percent of 
voters. It would improve the way that 
candidates campaign, requiring them to 
build consensus and to work for every 

vote, instead of targeting just the small 
number of voters that they need in order 
to win.

If successfully implemented for the city-
wide elections, I would like to bring IRV to 
City Council elections as well, when there 
are often between five and nine candidates 
for an open seat.

However, none of these reforms will do 
much for New York’s pitiful voter turnout 
rates if eligible voters aren’t registered. 
That is why New York must also enact an 
automatic voter registration program so 
that individuals are automatically regis-
tered to vote any time they have contact 
with certain state agencies, unless they 
choose to opt out.

We should also codify the governor’s 
executive order into law and pass a bill to 
add thousands of new voters to the rolls 
simply by allowing people on parole — who 
have already paid their debt to society — to 
register to vote.

The time is now. We have solutions and 
momentum through our new Senate part-
ners and a broad coalition of voting rights 
activists who support these efforts. Our 
democracy is at its best when all eligible 
people can exercise their fundamental 
right to vote.

Let’s do it!
Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon rep-

resents the 52nd A.D. in Brooklyn Heights, 
Carroll Gardens, Park Slope, Gowanus and 
Vinegar Hill.

OP-ED

Remembering  
D-Day 75 years ago

BY ASSEMBLYMEMBER 
JO ANNE SIMON

June 6, 2019 marks the 
75th anniversary of the 
landing of U.S. armed 

forces at Omaha Beach in 
Normandy, France during 
World War II. Known as Op-
eration Overlord, the allied 
invasion of Europe resulted 
in the largest amphibious 
attack in military history 
and the eventual defeat of 
the Nazi forces. * * *

Bay Ridge once again 
hosted Brooklyn’s annual 

Memorial Day Parade. It was 
the 152nd year this parade 
has taken place. It started 
back in 1867 when Brooklyn 
was an independent city and 
the third largest in America.

This year’s grand marshal 
was former New York State 
Sen. Marty Golden, an 
Army veteran, former city 
councilmember and deco-
rated NYPD officer.

In commemoration of its 
founding of the American 

Legion, America’s first vet-
erans service organization, 
the group was designated as 
the “deputy grand marshal.” 
This marked the first time a 
group as a whole has been so 
designated. It was no doubt 
an outstanding parade, the 
largest and longest Memo-
rial Parade in New York 
Cityand Long Island.

* * *
Brooklyn Borough His-

torian Ron Schweiger will 

be the main speaker 
at the June 6 monthly 
meeting of the Society 
of Old Brooklynites, at 
6:30 p.m., at Brooklyn 
Borough Hall.

His presentation will be 
on the historic, horren-
dous Malbone Street train 
wreck which took place in 
Brooklyn over 100 years 
ago, and still remains the 
worst subway accident in 
New York City history. In 

addition to society mem-
bers, the program is open 
to the public.

ebrooklyn media/Photos by Ted 
General

Fort Hamilton High 
School marching band 
members playing 
TAPS at the post 
parade ceremony. 

The 369 
Experience Band. 

Military color guard at the 
Memorial Day Parade. Girl scouts on parade. 

Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams 
and Public Advocate 
Jumaane Williams. 

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy

D-day landing at 
Omaha Beach in 
Normandy, France.
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SULLIVAN, William 
D. — Passed away on May 
21. Bill was the youngest of 
six children. He was born 
on June 23, 1933 in Brook-
lyn to Daniel Sullivan and 
Margaret (Dolly) Murphy 
Sullivan. He was a lifelong 
resident of Bay Ridge and 
a dedicated parishioner of 
Our Lady of Angels parish 
where he served as a eucha-
ristic minister. Bill was an 
avid reader who could tell 
you everything you needed 
to know whether about 
sports, the Catholic church, 
history, theatre or the origin 
of words. He was the world’s 
greatest Yankees fan and 
rarely missed a game on 
television. He could figure 
out every riddle ever told 
and was great at laughing at 
his own jokes (which were 
not always very funny). Bill 
Sullivan lived by what he re-
ferred to as “The Three F’s” 
— family, faith and friends. 
He was a loving husband 
to the joy of his life, Kitty; 
father (the best!); uncle and 
in-law; and a true friend 
to those who were lucky 
enough to know him. Bill 
was a wonderful Poppy to 
his grandchildren and was 
the first person they called 
when they needed help with 
homework or an explana-
tion of something they did 
not understand. Bill attend-
ed St. Michael’s High School 
where he forged lifelong 
friendships. He graduated 
from St. John’s University 
before joining the U.S. Navy 
where he served until 1960. 
Bill married his childhood 
sweetheart and love of his 
life, Kitty, in June of 1956 
and together they raised 
five children. Bill was em-
ployed by IBM for over 30 
years until his retirement. 
He loved spending summers 
at Gravelly in Highlands and 
holds the record for longest 
manager of the weekly 50-50 
drawings. Bill was pre-de-
ceased by his daughter 
Susan, sister Grace Atwood 
(Walter), and brothers 
Daniel (Geraldine), Eugene 
(Jackie), Kenneth (Helen) 
and Mickey (Helen). He is 

survived by his wife Kitty 
(Catherine Larkin) to whom 
he was married for almost 
63 years and his children 
Daniel Atwood (Deborah), 
Kevin (Anja), Grace, Wil-
liam (Heidi) and Karen 
Baratta (Tim). Proud grand-
father of Graham, Zachary, 
Chloe, Sean, Danny, Kyra, 
Michael, Kiera, Bridget, Col-
in, Quinn, Annie, Connor, 
Owen and Erin as well as 
great-grandfather to Ame-
lia and Austin. He will be 
missed by his brothers and 
sisters-in-law with whom he 
shared lifelong friendships 
— Mary and Jim Larkin, Pat 
and Jenny Larkin, Agnes 
Larkin and Gerry Sullivan, 
as well as his many nieces 
and nephews with whom he 
shared a special bond. All 
services arranged by Clavin 
Funeral Home.

+ + +

STEYERT, Walter — On 
May 16. Walter is survived 
by his loving wife Margaret 
Mary Naughton of 68 years 
and his children Christine 
Platt (John), Walter A. St-
eyert, Jr. (Mary), Peggyann 
Gallagher (Michael) and 
Adam C. Steyert (Marjorie). 
Predeceased by his son Bri-
an Steyert and his daughter-
in-law Miriam. Survived by 
his grandchildren Chrissy, 
Sean and Heather Ann (Ken) 
and great grandchildren Ry-
an, Victoria, Grace and Har-
low. Walter served as a UDT 
specialist in the U.S. Navy 
during WW II. He was a 
proud member of the FDNY 
for 23 years. Walter Steyert 
was a perfect example of 
the greatest generation. All 
services arranged by Clavin 
Funeral Home. 

+ + +
VALENTI, Joseph — On 

May 16. Born in Midwood 
on November 14, 1949. 
Loving husband to Cecelia 
Kash-Valenti and devoted 
brother to Maria Valenti. 
He was pre-deceased by 
his parents Peter and Jo-
sephine, and his brother, 
Alfred Valenti. He was also 
pre-deceased by his favorite 
cousin, Joe Pizzi. Joey also 

has an extended family of 
aunts, uncles and beloved 
cousins in Riposto, Sicily 
who he enjoyed visiting 
with Maria and Cecelia. Joe 
was a proud member of the 
FDNY and retired in 2003 
from the Highway Ladder 
156 in Midwood. He retired 
from the Army National 
Guard after 24 plus years 
of service in the medical 
unit in Sea Girt, New Jersey. 
When Joe was preparing 
for retirement from the 
FDNY, he went to nursing 
school and became an RN. 
He spent his first two years 
at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
in New York City and then 
went to work for Staten 
Island University Hospital 
where he retired. A special 
thank-you to the care team/
managers at Sunrise Mill 
Basin where Joe was loved 
and treated like family for 
the last two years. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests 
that a donation to the FDNY 
Fire Family Transport 
Foundation, PO Box 340949, 
Brooklyn, New York 11234, 
which was instrumental in 
helping Joe get to his doctor 
appointments and outings 
over the last two years. All 
services arranged by Clavin 
Funeral Home.

PRAYER 
TO THE 

BLESSED 
VIRGIN

(Never known to fail) O, most 
beautiful flower of Mt. Carm-
el, fruitful vine, Splendor of 
Heaven Blessed Mother, of 
the Son of God. Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my 
necessity. O, Star of the Sea 
help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. O, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth! I hum-
bly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor 
me in this necessity. (Make 
Request) There are none that 
can withstand your power. O, 
show me herein you are my 
mother. O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee (3X). O 
Holy Mary I place this cause 
in your hands (3X). Sweet 
Mother, I place this cause in 
your hands (3X). Thank you 
for your mercy to me and 
mine. Amen. This prayer 
must be said for three days 
and after three days your 
request will be granted and 
the prayer must be published. 
Grateful thanks. 
B.C..

Margo passed away on Saturday, May 11th 2019. 
She was born in Prospect Park, Brooklyn on October 8, 1927. She 

moved to Bay Ridge around 1972 and became a staple in the 
community. Margo volunteered for the Lutheran Medical Auxiliary for 
over 25 years. She was on the vestry of St Johns episcopal church till it 

closed and move onto Christ Church (where she was originally married) 
to become part of their congregation

Margo worked at Chase Manhattan bank as a loan officer and once 
retired continued to work at an accounting firm

Margo graduated from NYU with her masters later in life
Margo was a loving and devoted wife, mother, mother-in-law, 

grandmother, sister,aunt, friend and will be dearly missed by all.
She is survived by her husband Rudolph (Rudy) Mayer for whom she 

was married to for 64 years; Her children Frank and Ginny, their 
spouses Patricia Mayer and Tom Reyer. And her very loved grand 

children David, Chelsea, Michelle and Cara
A celebration of Margo’s life will be held this Saturday, June 1, 2019 at 

12:00pm at Christ Church, 7301 Ridge Blvd, Bklyn, NY 11209. Brunch 
will follow in the church Hall all are welcomed.

The family requests that lieu of flowers, a memorial contribution be 
made in Margo’s memory to : Christ Church
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NOTICE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
CIVIL ACTION NO.: 19-CV-02338 IN 
THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT 
-OF-  JAMES J. MCMANUS AND LES 
RAFTIS, AS OWNERS OF A 1982, 28- 
FOOT CHRIS CRAFT RECREATIONAL 
VESSEL, FOR EXONERATION FROM 
OR LIMITATION OF LIABILITY, PETI-
TIONERS. PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT 
JAMES J. MCMANUS, AS OWNER OF 
A 1982, 28-FOOT CHRIS CRAFT REC-
REATIONAL VESSEL, PURSUANT TO 
46 U.S.C. SEC. SEC.  30501 ET SEQ., IN-
VOLVING ADMIRALTY AND MARI-
TIME CLAIMS WITHIN THE MEANING 
OF RULE 9(H) OF THE FEDERAL RULES 
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE AND RULE F OF 
THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES FOR AD-
MIRALTY OR MARITIME CLAIMS AND 
ASSET FORFEITURE ACTIONS OF THE 
FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCE-
DURE, CONCERNING ANY CLAIMS 
FOR LOSS, DAMAGE AND/OR INJURY 
ARISING OR RESULTING FROM AN AL-
LEGED INCIDENT, WHICH IS CLAIMED 
TO HAVE OCCURRED ON OR ABOUT 
MAY 29, 2016, WHILE PETITIONERS’ 
VESSEL WAS AT A MARINA SITUAT-
ED ON THE NAVIGABLE WATERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES, AS MORE FUL-
LY DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT; 
AND PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE THAT ALL PERSONS, FIRMS, EN-
TITIES OR CORPORATIONS, HAVING 
ANY CLAIM OR SUIT AGAINST THE 
PETITIONERS OR THEIR VESSEL ARIS-
ING OR RESULTING FROM THE AL-
LEGED INCIDENT MUST FILE A CLAIM 
AS PROVIDED IN RULE F OF THE SUP-
PLEMENTAL RULES FOR ADMIRAL-
TY OR MARITIME CLAIMS AND ASSET 
FORFEITURE ACTIONS OF THE FED-
ERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, 
WITH THE CLERK OF THE COURT, AT 
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, 
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11201, AND MUST DELIV-
ER OR MAIL TO THE ATTORNEYS FOR 
THE PETITIONERS, JAMES E. MERCAN-
TE, ESQ., RUBIN, FIORELLA, FRIED-
MAN & MERCANTE LLP, 630 THIRD AV-
ENUE, 3RD FLOOR, NEW YORK, NEW 
YORK 10017, A COPY ON OR BEFORE 
THE 7 DAY OF JUNE, 2019 OR BE DE-
FAULTED. PERSONAL ATTENDANCE 
IS NOT REQUIRED. FURTHER, ANY 
CLAIMANT DESIRING TO CONTEST 
PETITIONERS’ RIGHT EITHER TO EX-
ONERATION FROM OR LIMITATION OF 
LIABILITY SHALL FILE AN ANSWER TO 
THE COMPLAINT ON OR BEFORE THE 
AFORESAID DATE AS REQUIRED BY 
SUPPLEMENTAL RULE F OF THE SUP-
PLEMENTAL RULES FOR ADMIRAL-
TY OR MARITIME CLAIMS AND ASSET 
FORFEITURE ACTIONS OF THE FEDER-
AL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, AND 
DELIVER OR MAIL A COPY TO THE AT-
TORNEYS FOR THE PETITIONERS, OR 
BE DEFAULTED. DATED:  5/8/2019

#170239

NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT KINGS COUNTY U.S. 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUC-
CESSOR TRUSTEE TO BANK OF AMER-
ICA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST TO LASALLE 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE REGIS-
TERED HOLDERS OF BEAR STEARNS 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I TRUST 
2004-FR3 ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2004-FR-3, PLAINTIFF 
AGAINST PATRICIA TEEL, ET AL DE-
FENDANTS ATTORNEY FOR PLAIN-
TIFF(S) FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP, 
28 EAST MAIN STREET, SUITE 1800, 
ROCHESTER, NY 14614 ATTORNEY 
(S) FOR PLAINTIFF (S). PURSUANT 
TO A JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
AND SALE ENTERED NOVEMBER 16, 
2018, I WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER AT 
ROOM 224 OF KINGS COUNTY SU-
PREME COURT, 360 ADAMS STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 11201 ON 
JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30 PM. PREMISES 
KNOWN AS 1796 EAST 53RD STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11234. BLOCK 8513 
LOT 43. ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, 

LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, 
CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $696,287.60 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX NO 15622-08. SIMON 
SHAMOUN, ESQ., REFEREE SPSJC067

#170455

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF 
KINGS  MEADOWWOOD AT GATE-
WAY CONDOMINIUM, BY ITS BOARD 
OF MANAGERS, PLAINTIFF -AGAINST- 
ANDREW MASCOLL AND HSBC 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, ET AL DE-
FENDANT(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE 
DATED JULY 11, 2017 AND ENTERED 
ON APRIL 24, 2018, AND UPON THE 
ORDER OF HON. MARK PARTNOW 
DATE APRIL 3, 2019 AND ENTERED 
ON APRIL 15, 2019, I, THE UNDER-
SIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION AT THE KINGS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 360 ADAMS STREET, 
ROOM 224, BROOKLYN, NY ON JUNE 
20, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M. PREMISES SITU-
ATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE BOR-
OUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF 
KINGS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK 
IN THE CONDOMINIUM UNIT KNOWN 
AS UNIT NO. 5 6H IN THE CONDOMINI-
UM KNOWN AS “MEADOWWOOD AT 
GATEWAY CONDOMINIUM”. TOGETH-
ER WITH AN UNDIVIDED 0.1050% IN-
TEREST IN THE COMMON ELEMENTS. 
BLOCK: 4415 LOT: 1064. SAID PREM-
ISES KNOWN AS 1065 VERMONT 
STREET, UNIT 5 6H, BROOKLYN, NY 
APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF LIEN 
$146,583.79 PLUS INTEREST & COSTS. 
PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO 
PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT 
AND TERMS OF SALE. INDEX NUMBER 
26853/2011. WINSOME RHUDD, ESQ., 
REFEREE ROSENBERG & PITTINSKY, 
LLP ATTORNEY(S) FOR PLAINTIFF  232 
MADISON AVENUE, SUITE 906, NEW 
YORK, NY 10016

#170474

NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., PLAIN-
TIFF AGAINST MARC TALLEGRAND; 
PAULA TALLEGRAND; ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT(S) PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY 
DATED AUGUST 2, 2017 I, THE UNDER-
SIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION AT THE KINGS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, 360 ADAMS 
STREET, ROOM 224, BROOKLYN, NY 
11201 ON JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30PM, 
PREMISES KNOWN AS 4614 AVENUE I, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11234-1402. ALL THAT 
CERTAIN PLOT PIECE OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IM-
PROVEMENTS ERECTED, SITUATE, LY-
ING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, 
CITY AND STATE OF NY, BLOCK 7772 
LOT 46. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF 
JUDGMENT $405,339.80 PLUS INTER-
EST AND COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF 
FILED JUDGMENT INDEX# 26066/09. 
BRUNO F. CODISPOTI, ESQ., REFEREE 
SHAPIRO, DICARO & BARAK, LLC AT-
TORNEY(S) FOR THE PLAINTIFF 175 
MILE CROSSING BOULEVARD ROCH-
ESTER, NEW YORK 14624 (877) 430-
4792 DATED: MAY 14, 2019 63175

#170486

 NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT: KINGS COUNTY.  
LGF HOLDINGS, LLC, PLTF. VS. SHARI 
N. DURDEN, ET AL, DEFTS. INDEX 
#5155/2014. PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE 
DATED JUNE 13, 2018, I WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION IN ROOM 224 
OF THE KINGS COUNTY SUPREME 
COURT, 360 ADAMS ST., BROOKLYN, 
NY ON JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M. 
PREM. K/A 518 THOMAS BOYLAND 
STREET, BROOKLYN, NY A/K/A BLOCK 
3518, LOT 57. SAID PROPERTY BEGIN-
NING AT A POINT ON THE WESTERLY 
SIDE OF HOPKINSON AVENUE, DIS-
TANT 383.92 FT. NORTHERLY OF THE 
CORNER FORMED BY THE INTERSEC-
TION OF THE WESTERLY SIDE OF HOP-

KINSON AVENUE AND THE NORTH-
ERLY LINE OF SUTTER AVE., BEING A 
PLOT 99.96 FT. X 28 FT. APPROX. AMT. 
OF JUDGMENT IS $708,605.16 PLUS 
COSTS AND INTEREST. SOLD SUB-
JECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
OF FILED JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF 
SALE AND THE RIGHT OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA TO REDEEM 
WITHIN 120 DAYS FROM THE DATE 
OF SALE AS PROVIDED BY LAW. DOM-
INICK J. MINGIONE, REFEREE. THE 
MARGOLIN & WEINREB LAW GROUP, 
LLP, ATTYS. FOR PLTF., 165 EILEEN 
WAY, STE. 101, SYOSSET, NY. #97020

#170318

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION, 
INC., PLAINTIFF, VS. DANIEL AUGUS-
TIN, ET AL., DEFENDANT(S). PUR-
SUANT TO A JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE AND SALE WITH BILL OF 
COST DULY FILED ON OCTOBER 23, 
2018, I, THE UNDERSIGNED REFER-
EE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
AT THE KINGS COUNTY SUPREME 
COURT, ROOM 224, 360 ADAMS 
STREET, BROOKLYN, NY ON JUNE 13, 
2019 AT 2:30 P.M., PREMISES KNOWN 
AS 2319 BEDFORD AVENUE, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11226. ALL THAT CERTAIN 
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, 
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITU-
ATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE BOR-
OUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF 
KINGS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK, BLOCK 5127 AND LOT 76. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $1,180,335.34 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX # 22618/07. IF THE SALE 
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE 
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE 
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF 
THE DEPOSIT PAID.  THE PURCHAS-
ER SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RE-
COURSE AGAINST THE MORTGAGOR, 
THE MORTGAGEE, THE MORTGAGEE’S 
ATTORNEY, OR THE REFEREE. ALICE 
FISHER RUBIN, ESQ., REFEREE ROACH 
& LIN, P.C. FKA PETER T. ROACH & AS-
SOCIATES, P.C., 6901 JERICHO TURN-
PIKE, SUITE 240, SYOSSET, NEW YORK 
11791, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

#170062

NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT KINGS COUNTY 
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCI-
ETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, 
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUST-
EE FOR PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUI-
SITION TRUST, PLAINTIFF AGAINST 
VISHNU BANDHU A/K/A VISHNO 
BANDHU, ET AL DEFENDANTS ATTOR-
NEY FOR PLAINTIFF(S) KNUCKLES, KO-
MOSINSKI & MANFRO, LLP, 565 TAX-
TER ROAD, SUITE 590, ELMSFORD, NY 
10523 ATTORNEY (S) FOR PLAINTIFF 
(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE AND SALE ENTERED 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2017, I WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGH-
EST BIDDER AT ROOM 224 OF KINGS 
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 360 AD-
AMS STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 
11201 ON JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30 PM. 
PREMISES KNOWN AS 343 MILLER AV-
ENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. BLOCK 
4009 LOT 19 & 20. ALL THAT CERTAIN 
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, LY-
ING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, 
CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $900,081.21 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX NO 22697/2009. CASH 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE SALE. 
LEE MICHAEL HUTTNER, ESQ., REFER-
EE 2267-001104

#170436

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT: KINGS COUN-
TY.  THE BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON ON TRUSTEE FOR THE CIT MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 2007-1, PLTF. VS. 
LAVERN DANIEL, ET AL, DEFTS. IN-
DEX #11501/11.  PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE 
ENTERED MAY 15, 2017, I WILL SELL 

AT PUBLIC AUCTION IN ROOM 224 
OF THE KINGS COUNTY SUPREME 
COURT, 360 ADAMS ST., BROOKLYN, 
NY ON THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2019 AT 
2:30 P.M. PREM. K/A 4510 CLARENDON 
ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY A/K/A BLOCK 
4962, LOT 4. SAID PROPERTY BEGIN-
NING AT A POINT ON THE SOUTHER-
LY SIDE OF CLARENDON RD., DISTANT 
60 FT. EASTERLY FROM THE CORNER 
FORMED BY THE INTERSECTION OF 
THE SOUTHERLY SIDE OF CLAREN-
DON ROAD WITH THE EASTERLY SIDE 
OF EAST 45TH ST., BEING A PLOT 100 
FT. X 20 FT.  APPROX. AMT. OF JUDG-
MENT IS $507,844.12 PLUS COSTS 
AND INTEREST. SOLD SUBJECT TO 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF FILED 
JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF SALE. 
FOR SALE INFORMATION, PLEASE VIS-
IT AUCTION.COM AT WWW.AUCTION.
COM OR CALL (800) 280-2832. SOL 
NEEDLE, REFEREE. COHN & ROTH, AT-
TYS. FOR PLTF., 100 EAST OLD COUN-
TRY RD., MINEOLA, NY. #96999

#170150

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, 
GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC, PLAIN-
TIFF, VS. FATAMA LATIEF, IF LIVING , 
AND IF SHE BE DEAD, ANY AND ALL 
OTHER PERSONS UNKNOWN TO 
PLAINTIFF, ET AL., DEFENDANT(S). 
PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY FILED 
ON MARCH 25, 2019, I, THE UNDER-
SIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION AT THE KINGS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, ROOM 224, 360 
ADAMS STREET, BROOKLYN, NY ON 
JUNE 20, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M., PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 733 EAST 51ST STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NY. ALL THAT CERTAIN 
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, 
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE, 
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
OF BROOKLLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, 
CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK, 
BLOCK 4772 AND LOT 62. PREMISES 
WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVI-
SIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX # 
19187/09. BERNARD ALTER, ESQ., REF-
EREE BERKMAN, HENOCH, PETERSON, 
PEDDY & FENCHEL, P.C., 100 GARDEN 
CITY PLAZA, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530, 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

#169818

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT: KINGS COUNTY.  
NYCTL 2017-A TRUST AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON AS COLLATER-
AL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN, PLTF. VS. 
ORAZIO J. PETITO A/K/A ORAZIO PETI-
TO, ET AL, DEFTS. INDEX #505212/18. 
PURSUANT TO JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE AND SALE ENTERED APR. 
22, 2019, I WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION IN ROOM 224 OF THE KINGS 
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 360 AD-
AMS ST., BROOKLYN, NY ON JUNE 
20, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M. PREM. K/A 1948 
83RD STREET, BROOKLYN, NY A/K/A 
BLOCK 06328, LOT 0028. APPROX. 
AMT. OF JUDGMENT IS $6,900.66 PLUS 
COSTS AND INTEREST. SOLD SUB-
JECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
OF FILED JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF 
SALE AND THE RIGHT OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA TO REDEEM 
WITHIN 120 DAYS FROM THE DATE 
OF SALE AS PROVIDED BY LAW. JOHN 
DALLI, REFEREE. THE DELLO-IACONO 
LAW GROUP, P.C. F/K/A THE LAW OF-
FICE OF JOHN D. DELLO-IACONO, AT-
TYS. FOR PLTF., 312 LARKFIELD RD., 
LOWER LEVEL, EAST NORTHPORT, NY. 
FILE NO. 18-000097 - #97004

#170164

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, 
NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON AS COL-
LATERAL AGENT AND CUSTODI-
AN, PLAINTIFF, VS. THE PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF KINGS COUNTY 
AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE 
OF SHAMS UDDIN, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE DAT-
ED APRIL 17, 2019 AND ENTERED 
ON APRIL 29, 2019, I, THE UNDER-
SIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION AT THE KINGS COUN-

TY SUPREME COURT, ROOM 224, 360 
ADAMS STREET, BROOKLYN, NY ON 
JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M., ALL THAT 
CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON ERECTED, 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY 
OF KINGS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK,  BLOCK 3472 AND LOT 30. SAID 
PREMISES MAY ALSO BE KNOWN AS 
2072 EASTERN PARKWAY EXT, BROOK-
LYN, NY. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF 
JUDGMENT IS $15,196.59 PLUS IN-
TEREST AND COSTS ON THE 2009 TAX 
LIEN AND $3,659.38 PLUS INTEREST 
AND COSTS ON THE 2011 TAX LIEN. 
PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO 
PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT 
AND TERMS OF SALE.
INDEX # 11205/2014. MICHAEL D. 
BENJAMIN, ESQ., REFEREE THE LAW 
OFFICE OF THOMAS P. MALONE, PLLC, 
60 EAST 42ND STREET, SUITE 553, 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK  10165, ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

#170381

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, 
BAINBRIDGE EQUITY PARTNERS LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, VS. COLETTE WALLACE 
A/K/A COLETTE E. WALLACE A/K/A 
COLLETTE WALLACE, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY 
FILED ON NOVEMBER 23, 2018, I, THE 
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION AT THE KINGS 
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, ROOM 
224, 360 ADAMS STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NY ON JUNE 27, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M., 
PREMISES KNOWN AS 73 BAINBRIDGE 
STREET, BROOKLYN, NY. ALL THAT 
CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON ERECTED, 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUN-
TY OF KINGS, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK, BLOCK 1680 AND LOT 79. 
PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO 
PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT IN-
DEX # 502058/2017. MICHAEL D. BEN-
JAMIN, ESQ., REFEREE LAW OFFICES 
OF ALAN J. WAINTRAUB PLLC, 125-10 
QUEENS BOULEVARD, SUITE 311, KEW 
GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415, ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

#169830

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
INDEX NO. 520818/2017 STATE OF 
NEW YORK SUPREME COURT - COUN-
TY OF KINGS FEDERAL NATIONAL 
MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION, PLAIN-
TIFF, -VS- THE HEIRS AT LARGE OF 
EDNA M. DEJESUS, DECEASED, AND 
ALL PERSONS WHO ARE HUSBANDS, 
WIDOWS, GRANTEES, MORTGAGEES, 
LIENORS, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIB-
UTEES, SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF 
SUCH OF THEM AS MAY BE DEAD, 
AND THEIR HUSBANDS AND WIVES, 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBUTEES AND 
SUCCESSORS OF INTEREST OF ALL 
OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES AND 
PLACES ARE UNKNOWN TO PLAIN-
TIFF; EDNA I. GARCIA; LUIS A. GARCIA; 
PARKVIEW FINANCIAL CENTER, INC.; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXA-
TION AND FINANCE; BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS OF LORING ESTATES HOME 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.; “JOHN 
DOE” AND “JANE DOE” SAID NAMES 
BEING FICTITIOUS, IT BEING THE IN-
TENTION OF PLAINTIFF TO DESIG-
NATE ANY AND ALL OCCUPANTS 
OF PREMISES BEING FORECLOSED 
HEREIN, DEFENDANTS. MORTGAGED 
PREMISES: 449 AMBER STREET, 
BROOKLYN NY 11208 TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT(S): YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED TO ANSWER 
THE COMPLAINT IN THE ABOVE ENTI-
TLED ACTION AND TO SERVE A COPY 
OF YOUR ANSWER ON THE PLAIN-
TIFF’S ATTORNEY WITHIN TWENTY 
(20) DAYS OF THE SERVICE OF THIS 
SUMMONS, EXCLUSIVE OF THE DAY 
OF SERVICE, OR WITHIN THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER SERVICE OF THE SAME IS 
COMPLETE WHERE SERVICE IS MADE 
IN ANY MANNER OTHER THAN BY 
PERSONAL DELIVERY WITHIN THE 
STATE. THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI-
CA, IF DESIGNATED AS A DEFENDANT 
IN THIS ACTION, MAY ANSWER OR 
APPEAR WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS OF 
SERVICE HEREOF. YOUR FAILURE TO 
APPEAR OR ANSWER WILL RESULT IN 
A JUDGMENT AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 

THE COMPLAINT. IN THE EVENT THAT 
A DEFICIENCY BALANCE REMAINS 
FROM THE SALE PROCEEDS, A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU, UNLESS THE DEFENDANT OB-
TAINED A BANKRUPTCY DISCHARGE 
AND SUCH OTHER OR FURTHER RE-
LIEF AS MAY BE JUST AND EQUITA-
BLE. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU DO NOT 
RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER TO THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-
FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME. 
SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO 
THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS 
PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY. SENDING PAYMENT TO YOUR 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL NOT 
STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION. 
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT. THESE 
PLEADINGS ARE BEING AMENDED 
TO INCLUDE EDNA I. GARCIA AND 
LUIS A. GARCIA AS POSSIBLE HEIRS 
TO THE ESTATE OF EDNA M. GARCIA, 
DECEASED. KINGS COUNTY IS DESIG-
NATED AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. THE 
BASIS OF VENUE IS THE LOCATION OF 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES. DATED: 
JANUARY 15, 2018 MARK K. BROYLES, 
ESQ. FEIN SUCH & CRANE, LLP ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFF OFFICE AND 
P.O. ADDRESS 28 EAST MAIN STREET, 
SUITE 1800 ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
14614 TELEPHONE NO. (585) 232-
7400 BLOCK: 4519 LOT: 135 NATURE 
AND OBJECT OF ACTION THE OBJECT 
OF THE ABOVE ACTION IS TO FORE-
CLOSE A MORTGAGE HELD BY THE 
PLAINTIFF RECORDED IN THE COUN-
TY OF KINGS, STATE OF NEW YORK AS 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN 
THE COMPLAINT HEREIN. TO THE DE-
FENDANT, THE PLAINTIFF MAKES NO 
PERSONAL CLAIM AGAINST YOU IN 
THIS ACTION. TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: THE FOREGOING SUM-
MONS IS SERVED UPON YOU BY PUB-
LICATION PURSUANT TO AN ORDER 
OF HON. MARK I. PARTNOW, JUS-
TICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, DATED 
MARCH 15, 2018 AND FILED ALONG 
WITH THE SUPPORTING PAPERS IN 
THE KINGS COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE. 
THIS IS AN ACTION TO FORECLOSE A 
MORTGAGE. ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, 
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, 
CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK AND 
MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BE-
GINNING AT A POINT ON THE EAST-
ERLY SIDE OF AMBER STREET, DIS-
TANT 94 FEET NORTHERLY FROM THE 
CORNER FORMED BY THE INTERSEC-
TION OF THE EASTERLY SIDE OF AM-
BER STREET WITH THE NORTHERLY 
SIDE OF STANLEY AVENUE; RUNNING 
THENCE NORTHERLY ALONG THE 
EASTERLY SIDE OF AMBER STREET, 
34 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE EAST-
ERLY PARALLEL WITH STANLEY AVE-
NUE, 100 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE 
SOUTHERLY PARALLEL WITH AMBER 
STREET, 34 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE 
WESTERLY PARALLEL WITH STANLEY 
AVENUE, 100 FEET TO THE POINT OR 
PLACE OF BEGINNING. MORTGAGED 
PREMISES: 449 AMBER STREET, 
BROOKLYN NY 11208 TAX MAP/PAR-
CEL ID NO.: BLOCK: 4519 LOT: 135 OF 
THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, NY 
11208

#167821

2nd department/ public legal notices

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. But sometimes the meal is a story.
And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

alice@brooklyneagle.com
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2nd department/ public legal notices

2nd department / new business Formations
11205

LA LEGION LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
LA LEGION LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
03/06/2019. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS LA LE-
GION LLC 195 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
APT.409 BROOKLYN, NY, 11205. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#169670

11213
ZURRA, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
ZURRA, LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
2/26/2019. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS JER-
AINE ROBINSON, 1563 PARK PLACE 
2F BROOKLYN, NY, 11213. PURPOSE/
CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL 
PURPOSE.

#170184

CALABRIJE’S MARGARITAS 
AND TACOS IP LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION CALABRIJE’S 
MARGARITAS AND TACOS IP LLC ARTS 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE 
OF NY 1/14/2019. OFC LOC.: KINGS
CO. SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 1248 
DEKALB AVE APT 1, BROOKLYN, NY 
11221 PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL AC-
TIVITY.

#169644

ATRIUS HADASA NY, LLC
ATRIUS HADASA NY, LLC FILED ARTS. 
OF ORG. WITH THE SECT’Y OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) ON 4/8/19. OFFICE: 

KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED AND SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 2955 SHELL 
RD., #1P, BROOKLYN, NY 11224. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT.

#169955

634 CENTRAL LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 634 CEN-
TRAL LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 
04/08/19.  OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY.  SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED.  
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 481 
PARK AVE., 2A, BROOKLYN, NY  11205.  
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITIES.

#170262

SMJ ST. ANN’S LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SMJ ST. 
ANN’S LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 5/7/19. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
LLC, 628 6TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 
11215. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL AC-
TIVITY.

#170292

ST. ANN’S JV LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ST. ANN’S 
JV LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 
5/7/19. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-

CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
LLC, 628 6TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 
11215. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL AC-
TIVITY.

#170294

86 KAL LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 86 KAL 
LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. 
OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 3/28/19. 
OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. 
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 180 BEACH 
149TH ST, NEPONSIT, NY 11694. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#170652

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS SEC-
OND SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
AND NOTICE INDEX NO. 506934/2017 
BOROUGH: BROOKLYN BLOCK: 4953 
LOT: 73 NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST AND 
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON, 
AS COLLATERAL AGENT AND CUS-
TODIAN, PLAINTIFFS, VS. THE HEIRS-
AT-LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBU-
TEES, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, 
SUCCESSORS-IN-INTEREST  AND GEN-
ERALLY ALL PERSONS HAVING OR 
CLAIMING UNDER, BY OR THROUGH  
HIMLER PIERRE-LOUIS, BY PURCHASE, 
INHERITANCE, LIEN OR OTHERWISE 
OF ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN 
AND TO THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN 
THE COMPLAINT HEREIN,  AND ALL 

CREDITORS THEREOF, AND THE   RE-
SPECTIVE WIVES, OR WIDOWS OF 
HIS, IF ANY, ALL OF WHOSE NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES  ARE UNKNOWN TO 
PLAINTIFFS; JASMINE PIERRE-LOUIS, 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ES-
TATE OF HIMLER  PIERRE-LOUIS; JUDE 
PIERRE-LOUIS, AS HEIR AND  DIS-
TRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF HIMLER  
PIERRE-LOUIS; ROLZ PIERRE-LOUIS, 
AS HEIR AND  DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF HIMLER  PIERRE-LOUIS; 
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL  AS-
SOCIATION, SUCCESSOR IN  INTER-
EST TO WACHOVIA BANK, N.A.; EMC 
MORTGAGE LLC F/K/A EMC  MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION; NEW YORK 
CITY ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
BOARD; NEW YORK CITY PARKING VI-
OLATIONS  BUREAU;  NEW YORK CITY 
TRANSIT AUTHORITY TRANSIT AD-

JUDICATION BUREAU; NEW YORK 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF  TAXATION 
AND FINANCE; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA; BROOKLYN KODOSH LLC; 
GARY PIERRE LOUIS, AS PURPORTED 
HEIR AND  DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ES-
TATE OF HIMLER PIERRE-LOUIS AND 
“JOHN DOE #3” THROUGH “JOHN 
DOE #100,” THE NAMES OF THE LAST 
97 DEFENDANTS BEING FICTITIOUS, 
THE TRUE NAMES OF SAID DEFEN-
DANTS BEING UNKNOWN TO PLAIN-
TIFFS, IT BEING INTENDED TO DES-
IGNATE FEE OWNERS, TENANTS OR 
OCCUPANTS OF THE LIENED PREM-
ISES AND/OR PERSONS OR PARTIES 
HAVING OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST 
IN OR LIEN UPON THE LIENED PREM-
ISES, IF THE AFORESAID INDIVIDU-
AL DEFENDANTS ARE LIVING, AND IF 
ANY OR ALL OF SAID INDIVIDUAL DE-

FENDANTS BE DEAD, THEIR HEIRS AT 
LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EX-
ECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUST-
EES, COMMITTEES, DEVISEES, LEGA-
TEES, AND THE ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS AND SUCCESSORS IN IN-
TEREST OF THEM, AND GENERALLY 
ALL PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING 
UNDER, BY, THROUGH, OR AGAINST 
THE SAID DEFENDANTS NAMED 
AS A CLASS, OF ANY RIGHT, TITLE 
OR INTEREST IN OR LIEN UPON THE 
PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE COM-
PLAINT HEREIN, DEFENDANTS.  TO 
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO 
ANSWER THE SECOND AMENDED 
COMPLAINT IN THE ABOVE-ENTI-
TLED FORECLOSURE ACTION, AND TO 
SERVE A COPY OF YOUR ANSWER ON 
PLAINTIFFS’ ATTORNEY WITHIN THIR-

TY (30) DAYS AFTER THE SERVICE OF 
THIS SUMMONS, EXCLUSIVE OF THE 
DAY OF SERVICE OR WITHIN THIRTY 
(30) DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF 
SERVICE WHERE SERVICE IS MADE IN 
ANY OTHER MANNER THAN BY PER-
SONAL SERVICE WITHIN THE STATE. 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IF 
DESIGNATED AS A DEFENDANT IN 
THIS ACTION, MAY ANSWER OR AP-
PEAR WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS OF 
SERVICE HEREOF.  IN CASE OF YOUR 
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, 
JUDGMENT WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU BY DEFAULT FOR THE RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE SECOND AMEND-
ED COMPLAINT. KINGS COUNTY IS 
DESIGNATED AS THE PLACE OF TRI-
AL.  THE BASIS OF VENUE IS THE LO-
CATION OF THE SUBJECT PREMIS-
ES. DATED: JANUARY 30, 2019 TO THE 
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: THE 
FOREGOING SUMMONS IS SERVED 
UPON YOU BY PUBLICATION, PURSU-
ANT TO AN ORDER OF HONORABLE 
MARK I. PARTNOW, A JUSTICE OF 
THE SUPREME COURT, DATED APRIL 
10, 2019, AND FILED WITH SUPPORT-
ING PAPERS IN THE KINGS COUNTY 

CLERK’S OFFICE. THIS IS AN ACTION 
TO FORECLOSE A TAX LIEN COVER-
ING THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 1245 
BROOKLYN AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NEW 
YORK AND IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 
4953, LOT 73 (THE “TAX PARCEL”).  THE 
RELIEF SOUGHT IS THE SALE OF THE 
TAX PARCEL AT PUBLIC AUCTION IN 
SATISFACTION OF THE TAX LIEN.  IN 
CASE OF YOUR FAILURE TO APPEAR, 
JUDGMENT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU IN THE SUM OF $11,574.83, TO-
GETHER WITH INTEREST, COSTS, DIS-
BURSEMENTS AND ATTORNEYS’ FEES 
OF THIS ACTION, AND DIRECTING 
THE PUBLIC SALE OF THE TAX PARCEL. 
PHILLIPS LYTLE LLP ANTHONY J. IAC-
CHETTA ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 
NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON, AS COLLAT-
ERAL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN 28 
EAST MAIN STREET SUITE 1400 ROCH-
ESTER, NEW YORK 14614 TELEPHONE 
NO. (585) 758-2110 AIACCHETTA@
PHILLIPSLYTLE.COM

#170532

Target Margin Theater closes out season with 
Arabian Nights-inspired “News of the Strange Lab”
BY JOHN ALEXANDER

JA L E X A N DER@BRO OK LY N E AGL E .

COM

For 28 years, Target 
Margin Theater has 
been showcasing 

critically-acclaimed inter-
pretations of classic texts, 
lesser-known works and 
new plays inspired by ex-
isting source material.

From June 6 to 23, Target 
Margin Theater’s the Dox-
see at 232 52nd Street will 
close out its current season 
with “News of the Strange 
Lab,” a three-week perfor-
mance festival exploring 
rare tales from “The One 
Thousand and One Nights,” 
along with early Medieval 
Arab fantasies.

The festival features 
commissioned new works 
by composer and choreogra-
pher Leyya Mona Tawil, ex-
perimental theater compa-
ny the Million Underscores 
and Target Margin Theater 
Associate Artistic Director 
Moe Yousuf.

“The news sure is strange 
and it gets stranger,” said 
Target Margin Theater 
Founding Director David 

Herskovits. “Target Mar-
gin’s Lab artists fight back 
by digging deep into tales 
from the early Arabic tra-
dition, tales of women, ad-
venturers from south of the 
border and sheer weirdos. 
This season’s lab celebrates 
strangers at a time when 
they need a little love!”    

Since 1995, TMT Labs, 
curated by Herskovits 
and Yousuf, has been an 
essential program of Target 
Margin supporting over 
1,000 emerging artists in 
the creation of new works 
in New York City.

At the helm of each 
production is a lead artist 
who can be a director, actor, 
writer, designer, puppeteer 
or manager and who is 
commissioned to adapt an 
existing source or create a 
new work in keeping with 
the season’s theme.

“The Lab Festival coming 
up in June revolves around 
‘The Thousand and One 
Nights,’” Yousef told this 
paper. “And there’s also a 
collection of stories called 

‘News of the Strange’ which 
are medieval Arab fantasies 
that even predate the ‘The 

Thousand and One Nights.’”
Yousef went on to explain 

how the program works. 
“One of the unique things 
that we do in this lab is high-
light a different artist each 
week,” Yousef explained. 

“Each artist has their own 
particular point of view and 
their own aesthetic. And to-
gether, the full three weeks, 
is what we really think the 
lab is. You can come to one 

production and see one 
thing, but it’s really seeing 
this articulation from three 
different perspectives and 
three different types of 
storytelling that adds so 
much to it.”

Yousef was pleased with 
the depth of the project. 

“‘The Thousand and One 
Nights’ comes from an oral 
storytelling tradition with 
tales that were transmitted 

over hundreds and hun-
dreds of years. Now we are 
asking some of these artists 
to reclaim some of these sto-
ries for themselves,” he said.

Tawil’s “All We Could 
Give,” being performed 
from June 6 to 9, is a wom-
an-driven response to the 
resistance strategies and 
power manipulations of 
Scheherazade in the legend-
ary “Alf layla wa layla.” The 
work is situated in the field 
of Arab Experimentalism 
which narrates and spec-
ulates on culture through 
transgressive art.

“1001SUR,” written by 
Nicolas Noreña and Timothy 
Scott, directed by Nicolas 
Norena and produced by the 
Million Underscores, will 
be presented from June 13 
to 16. The work is a reimag-
ining of “The One Thousand 
and One Nights” as told in a 
roadside bordello on the 
frontier of two undisclosed 
South American countries.

The Million Under-
scores  is an experimen-
tal theater company 
based in Brooklyn led 
by Noreña and Scott. It was 
founded in the summer 

of 2013 and has developed 
through experimental 
performances, abstract 
composition and collabora-
tive writing.

The third and final 
program is “News of the 
Strange,” which runs from 
June 20 to 23. Created 
by Yousuf, “News of the 
Strange” is a medieval Arab 
fantasy suite in the western 
disco cookout tradition.

Yousef, a Pakistani-Amer-
ican, is a resident of Sunset 
Park who says he’s proud 
to have the Target Margin 
Theater located in his 
community. Almost all of 
the artists in the program 
are Brooklyn natives or 
Brooklyn-based.

“Sunset Park is such as 
diverse community, it’s like 
10 different types of commu-
nities,” said Yousef, “so what 
we are really trying to do is 
partner with and find new 
artists who can bring that 
wealth and depth of diver-
sity in the space.”

The next season’s pro-
grams will be announced 
in August, with September 
being the start of the new 
season.

Photo by Maria Baranova, courtesy of Target Margin Theater

Moe Yousuf created and performs in “News of 
the Strange.”
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Transit prez fields straphangers’ 
concerns at Bay Ridge Q&A

BY MEAGHAN 
MCGOLDRICK
M MCG OL DR ICK@

BRO OK LY N R EPORT ER .COM

Transit head Andy 
Byford rode the R 
train to Bay Ridge 

Tuesday night for a heated 
question-and-answer ses-
sion with Ridge residents 
who have long grappled 
with problems arising from 
their sole subway line.

Byford, the president of 
MTA New York City Transit, 
trekked to Holy Angels Cath-
olic Academy, 7320 Fourth 
Avenue, to discuss the MTA’s 
Fast Forward Plan and field 
queries from straphangers.

Councilmember Jus-
tin Brannan, who had 
long-promised to get Byford 
to Bay Ridge for a tell-all, 
also addressed audience 
members about getting 
southern Brooklyn transit 
back on track.

“It was good to see the MTA 
president take the R train 
to the dark side of the moon 
and take questions directly 
from commuters. Southern 
Brooklyn is tired of being 
ignored when it comes to 
our subways and buses,” the 
pol told Brooklyn Reporter. 

“Having Andy at the helm of 
the MTA is refreshing be-
cause not only is he willing 
to admit the entire system 
needs a lobotomy but he has 
a plan to fix it.”

The bottom line, Bran-
nan said is that “right now 
people who live in different 
states can get to Manhattan 
quicker than we can and 
that is just unacceptable.

“Whether you live in Bay 

Ridge, Dyker Heights, Bath 
Beach or Bensonhurst, no 
New Yorker should have to 
travel more than an hour 
to get to work and I will do 
everything in my power to 
make that a reality.”

Doors opened at 5:30 
p.m., with guests welcome 
to speak one-on-one with 
a room full of MTA repre-
sentatives before Byford 
took the stage. The prez’s 
program began at 6:30, and 
led off with a 30-minute pre-
sentation focused on Fast 
Forward, a five to 10-year 
plan to overhaul — and 
modernize — the subway 
system in its entirety.

Byford said he hopes 
that R train woes will be 
mitigated by a coming signal 
replacement included in 
the plan. In addition, he ad-
dressed other issues raised 
by riders from station acces-
sibility to excruciating wait 
times during rush hour.

He also assured audience 
members that tunnel work 
relevant to the R line would 
be completed this summer.

“This was a great event 
where my chief customer 
officer, my accessibility 
advisor and I got to hear 
directly from the people 
of Bay Ridge, and tell them 
about everything we’re 
doing to improve their 
commutes including speed-
ing up service and making 
the system more accessible,” 
Byford said in a statement.

His appearance was, for 
the most part, well-received.

One audience member 
tweeted his thanks at the 
MTA for sending Byford to 
Bay Ridge. “Fellow seems 
like a decent, humble and 
genuine guy,” the user 
wrote. “I hope he makes a 
difference.”

Some users, however, 
felt that a later meeting 
would have better suited 
straphangers.

When State Sen. Andrew 
Gounardes shared photos 
of a dangerously crowded 
R train platform at 59th 
Street around the start of 
the program, one Twitter 
user replied that Byford 
should have heard from 
those commuters, “but his 
event in Bay Ridge started at 
5:30 and none of them could 
get home that early.”

2nd department / new Business Formations
11215
THE RISTRETTO GROUP LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
THE RISTRETTO GROUP LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 04/18/2019. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS THE RISTRETTO GROUP PO 
BOX 150-351 BROOKLYN, NY, 11215. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#169754

11231
CINTRON SKINCARE, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
CINTRON SKINCARE, LLC. ARTICLES 
OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SEC-
RETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 4/29/2019. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS CINTRON SKINCARE, LLC 
99 COMMERCE ST, #3 BROOKLYN, NY, 
11231. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#170267

LONICERA LIVINGSTON 
DEVELOPER, LLC

NOTICE OF QUAL. OF LONICERA LIV-

INGSTON DEVELOPER, LLC. AUTH. 

FILED SEC’Y OF STATE (SSNY) 3/25/19. 

OFF. LOC: KINGS CO.  LLC ORG. IN DE 

3/20/19. SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT OF 

LLC UPON WHOM PROC. AGAINST IT 

MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 

COPY OF PROC. TO C/O LONICERA 

PARTNERS LLC, 31 SMITH ST, FLR 2, 

BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  DE OFF. ADDR.: 

160 GREENTREE DR., STE 101, DOVER, 

DE 19904. CERT OF FORM. ON FILE: 

SSDE, TOWNSEND BLDG., DOVER, DE 

19901.  PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL AC-

TIVITY.
#169624

MONTAGUE WAX LLC
MONTAGUE WAX LLC ART. OF ORG. 
FILED SEC. OF STATE OF NY 3/4/2019. 
OFF. LOC.: KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY TO 
MAIL COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 
12 WEST ASPEN WAY, ABERDEEN, NJ 
07747.  PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT 
OR ACTIVITY.

#169867

GTABCO957 LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GTAB-
CO957 LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 5/1/19. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 953 
72ND ST, BROOKLYN, NY 11209. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#170149

COCCARO LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COCCARO 
LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. 
OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 4/2/19. 
OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. 
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 1116 83RD ST, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11228. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#170651

949 GRAND BAR, LLC
949 GRAND BAR, LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 05/20/19. 
OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC, 949 GRAND 
STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11211. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#170664

11423
143 WOODBINE LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
143 WOODBINE LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 7/28/2015. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS ASH-
ER ALON, P.O. BOX 230476 HOLLIS, NY, 
11423. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#169586
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