
Community News Beacon in South Brooklyn Since 1953

VOLUME 68 NUMBER 44 • NOVEMBER 20-26, 2020

SEE PAGE 2

Brooklyn’s own Dr. Fauci honored as
a ‘COVID Hero’ by BP Eric Adams

50¢

Photo courtesy of GoFundMe

Firefighter Anthony Mauro with wife Ally and daughter Chiara. 

Bay Ridge rallies 
for ‘bravest’ dad in
brain cancer battle

SEE PAGE 2

SEE PAGE 19

Civic leader Chip Cafiero, who recently underwent double knee replace-
ment surgery, is pictured with Kelli Killbride (center) and Verena Mentzel-
Otey at a recent Summer Stroll on 3rd event. Photo courtesy of Chuck Otey

Focus on Bay Ridge:
Let’s unite around 
a vital cause: Chip 
Cafiero’s recovery

‘Red Wave’ 
receding?

End of brutal election brings an
option for neighborhood unityGounardes, Frontus enjoy surge 

as absentee ballots are tallied
SEE PAGE 5

VOLUME 74 NUMBER 10 • March 13-19, 2026

Community News Beacon in South Brooklyn Since 1953

VOLUME 68 NUMBER 44 • NOVEMBER 20-26, 2020

SEE PAGE 2

Brooklyn’s own Dr. Fauci honored as
a ‘COVID Hero’ by BP Eric Adams

50¢

Photo courtesy of GoFundMe

Firefighter Anthony Mauro with wife Ally and daughter Chiara. 

Bay Ridge rallies 
for ‘bravest’ dad in
brain cancer battle

SEE PAGE 2

SEE PAGE 19

Civic leader Chip Cafiero, who recently underwent double knee replace-
ment surgery, is pictured with Kelli Killbride (center) and Verena Mentzel-
Otey at a recent Summer Stroll on 3rd event. Photo courtesy of Chuck Otey

Focus on Bay Ridge:
Let’s unite around 
a vital cause: Chip 
Cafiero’s recovery

‘Red Wave’ 
receding?

End of brutal election brings an
option for neighborhood unityGounardes, Frontus enjoy surge 

as absentee ballots are tallied
SEE PAGE 5

BAY RIDGE
Ph

ot
o 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f T

im
 G

ia
rd

in
a

Step into spring at
St. Pat's march
SEE PAGE 3 BEBEBE

Brooklyn Eagle Local Brooklyn Eagle Local

Freshman hopesFreshman hopes
to help schoolto help school
win softball titlewin softball title
SEE PAGE 4SEE PAGE 4

YOUTH MOVEMENTYOUTH MOVEMENT



2 • BE LOCAL • A section of Brooklyn Eagle, Home Reporter, Greenpoint Gazette, Brooklyn Spectator • Week of March 13-19, 2026

HOlME REPORTER 
AND SUNSET NEWS (Established 1953) 

til I� BROOl(l.YN .,. ll'1 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
I ,., 

Publisher: Eagle Urban Media 
Business Manager: Joe Messina 

Digital Editor: Jaime DeJesus 
Production Manager: Gary Nilsen 

E­Mail: 
editorial@homereporter.com

HOME REPORTER AND SUNSET NEWS (USPS # 24880) is published weekly, 
except for the first week of January, first week of July, last week of August and the last 
week of December by Eagle Urban Media, 195 Montague Street, Suite 1414, Brooklyn, 

NY 11201. Subscription price is $50.00 per year, $75.00 per year for out of state. 
Periodicals postage paid in Brooklyn, NY.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to HOME REPORTER and Sunset News,
195 Montague Street, Suite 1414, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Entire contents copyright 2026 by Home Reporter and Sunset News.

By Jaime DeJesus
	 The unofficial mayor of Coney Island is coming out with a 
new “wild” book.
	 Dick Zigun, who co-founded non-profit organization Coney 
Island USA in 1980 and served as the nonprofit’s artistic direc-
tor, will be releasing a book about America’s Playground called 
“Coney Island Crackpots! Six Weird American Plays.”
	 “‘Coney Island Crackpots’ is the first step in my new artistic 
life after 42 years running Coney Island USA,” he told this paper. 
“Playwriting is not really a new career for me, rather a refocus 
on the writing I’ve done but never shared most of my career. 
This first collection of six weird Coney Island plays had to come 
first. I know my Coney Carny history, and I’ve seen how people 
behave here and heard how they talk.”
	 The book features six plays written by Zigun and a collection 
of color photographs from original productions at Coney Island 
USA.

	 “This provocative collection examines distinctly American 
obsessions through the vibrant history and unique culture of 
Coney Island,” stated the book’s publishing company Outside 
Talker Press. “These aren’t polite theater — they’re Al Capone 
getting his scar, Bettie Page on Coney’s beach, blood-soaked ride 
inspectors, and Maxim Gorky losing his mind in Dreamland.”
	 One of the plays featured in the book is “The Education of Al 
Capone as if Told by Jimmy Durante.”
	 “This production represents Zigun’s most explicit use of the 
‘Coney Island Mythology,’” wrote Zigun’s publisher Jim Moore. 
“The play is based on the historical reality that Al Capone, Clara 
Bow, and Jimmy Durante all frequented or worked in Coney Is-
land during the early 20th century. Zigun took these facts and 
constructed a ‘what if’ scenario set at the Harvard Inn, a real-life 
saloon and gangster hangout.”
	 Another play, “Bloody Brains in a Jukebox,” is described as 
the most ambitious stage production ever mounted by Coney Is-
land USA.
	 “The plot involves a quartet of doctors who resemble mid-cen-
tury icons Sidney Poitier, Audrey Hepburn, Jackie Coogan, and 
Jayne Mansfield,” wrote Moore. “These characters interact with 
a “talking, flying, brain-eating Wurlitzer Model 1100 jukebox. 
The production was designed to make “abstract ideas like cos-
mology accessible via music and parody.”
	 The book will be released on May 15. Preorders began March 
1.

Dick Zigun.� Photos courtesy of Dick Zigun

Zigun writes book of ‘weird’ plays

“Coney Island Crackpots! 
Six Weird American Plays” 

comes out in May.

By Jaime DeJesus
	 Robert Caridi, a supervisor with the New York City Depart-
ment of Sanitation (DSNY) died Feb 27. He was 40.
	 He is survived by parents, Norman and Kathleen, his sons 
Connor and Sean, brother Daniel Caridi and his nieces and 
nephews, Daniel, Vincent, and Adrianna.
	 According to his obituary on the Marine Park Funeral Home 
website, Caridi was a paramedic before working at DSNY. He 
graduated from Xavier High School in 2004 and played on the 
U-19 USA Rugby Team in South Africa.
	 “Above all else, Robert’s greatest and most cherished role 
was being a father,” the obituary read. “He was the devoted 
and loving father of Connor and Sean, who were the center 
of his world. Whether at the beach, fishing by the water, or 
filling their days with endless activities and laughter, Robert 
treasured every moment spent with his boys. His love for them 
was steady, joyful, and unconditional.”
	 A fundraiser has been set up on website Fund the First to 
help support Caridi’s children.
	 “As a proud DSNY sanitation worker and former paramed-
ic, Robert dedicated his life to serving others and his city, but 
nothing meant more to him than his kids,” the statement read. 
“He always showed up with a big, proud smile. His sudden 
passing has left an unimaginable void in their young lives. At 
9 and 7 years old, they have lost not only their father, but their 
biggest fan, protector and constant source of love.”
	 As of March 5, $79,828 has been raised.
	 “My office is deeply saddened to hear of DSNY BK13 Su-
pervisor Robert Caridi’s passing,” said Councilmember Kayla 
Santosuosso, who shared the link to the fundraiser on Face-
book. “Robert was a dedicated public servant who was beloved 
by his coworkers. He was also a father of two. May his memory 
be a blessing.”
	 Calling hours were held March 4 at Marine Park Funeral 
Home, Inc., 3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY. The following 
day, a Mass of Christian burial was held at Holy Name R.C. 
Church, 245 Prospect Park West.

DSNY supervisor Robert Caridi dies

Robert Caridi.� Photo courtesy of Fund the First 
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By Jaime DeJesus
	 The annual Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade dinner dance was held at El Caribe Feb. 28.
	 Honorees for the 31st annual parade were 
recognized.
	 This year’s parade will take place March 22 
and Rev. Kevin Abels of St. Anselm Church 
will be the grand marshal.
	 “One of the bigger rewards among many the 
committee members receive is the happy task 
of installing the grand marshal and deputy mar-
shals each year,” said Richie O’Mara, the pa-
rade president. “It was especially fulfilling this 
year as we recently sashed an outstanding class 
of the best Bay Ridge has to offer in front of 
550 loving family and friends at the El Caribe. 
The honorees’ Irish and community pride were 
clearly evident, and it was exciting to witness 
how they bonded as a group in mutual admi-
ration of their countless accomplishments and 
lives.”
	 Deputy marshals include Maureen O’Mal-
ley-Byrnes, Kathleen Conlon, Elaine Brown 
Delaney, Linda McDonagh, Kathleen Riordan, 
Jamie Farley, John Kane, Kevin Kelly, Joseph 
Riley, and Mike Tuohy.
	 “It is an honor being named grand marshal 
for this year’s Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade,” Abels said. “The parade means so much 
for our Irish Catholics and all living in our be-
loved Bay Ridge.  While it’s an honor being the 
grand marshal, it’s more of an honor to serve 
the great people at Our Lady of Angels, St. 
Andrew the Apostle, and St. Anselm. I wish to 
congratulate the deputy grand marshals, and I 
look forward to sharing in this great community 
tradition with them.”
	 The Irish Family of the Year is the Gallagh-
ers, and the Honorary Irishman of the Year is 
Chris Puckhaber.
	 O’Mara said that a source of pride for the pa-
rade is its support of local Catholic Education 
institutions through its education fund.  
	 “Thank you to our Major Matching Fund 
Sponsors and to anyone who has bought a raffle 
throughout our many fundraising events over 
the years,” he said. “Each parade we provide a 
graduating girl and boy from each local Catho-
lic grammar school a scholarship grant for high 
school. Thanks to their support, we’ve distribut-
ed nearly $80,000 in scholarships to date.”
	 Deputy marshals were happy to be honored 
during the annual event.
	 “Having been raised in a large Irish Catholic 
family, the parade, and some of the traditions 
were important growing up,” said Riley, who is 
the CEO and executive director for the Guild of 
Exceptional Children (GEC). “I’m sure my dad 
would have been proud. As an adult it resounds 

in a different, meaningful way. Receiving the 
honor of being deputy marshal is a referendum 
on GEC and the people we support. Appreci-
ation and acceptance of a population that was 
too easy to overlook not too long ago. Bay 
Ridge is a great community that supports its 
own.”
	 “I was truly humble to be honored for my 
heritage and for giving back to our communi-
ty,” said Delaney, parent coordinator for P.S. 
186. “Giving back to the community was some-
thing I was taught by my mother as a child. I 
carried that tradition to my sons, scouts and the 
students at the school I work at. It was amazing 
to be honored with such an elite group of advo-
cates who help create a better community.”
	 The parade starts at 1 p.m. on Third and Ma-
rine avenues.
	 “Thanks to the Bay Ridge community, who 
never fail to support the Parade’s fundraisers,” 
said O’Mara. “And most fittingly, thanks to our 
talented and tireless Parade Committee who 
volunteer their time and skills year-round to 
ensure each year’s Parade is a little better than 
the last.  Their love of Bay Ridge and their Irish 
heritage, and dedication to the success of this 
Parade is unmatched.”

St. Patrick’s Parade officials are ready to go

This year’s Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade honorees.� Eagle Urban Media/Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Grand Marshal Rev. Kevin Abels.

Deputy Marshal Maureen O’Malley-Byrnes.
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By Jaime DeJesus
	 This season, the Bay Ridge Prep Varsity 
Girls Softball team has high hopes to win a state 
championship, and one reason is thanks to a ris-
ing star.
	 Freshman Claire Giardina, who has played 
with the high school team since she was in sev-
enth grade, is expected to have a bigger impact 
on the club that already had success last season. 
The club won the Independent School Athletic 
championship.
	 Last year, Sports Illustrated highlighted the 
pitcher/outfielder as one of the top high school 
softball players in New York.
	 According to Prep Softball, last year across 
19 total games and 49 plate appearances, Giar-
dina posted a .850 batting average. She had 34 
hits, scored 28 runs, and collected 31 RBis, 
while hitting seven doubles, three triples, and 
six home runs over her two middle school sea-
sons.
	 On the pitching side, she had an excellent 
season, with a record 8-0 with a 0.44 ERA 
across 11 appearances.
	 “With strong command and control, she 
keeps hitters guessing and limits hard contact,” 
the outlet said. “A true two-way threat, Giardina 
is undoubtedly one of the top prospects to watch 
in the state.”
	 Her dad Tim said that Giardina has been 
playing with the high school team since she was 
in seventh grade. She is expected to have an 
even bigger role with the team as a freshman.
	 Giardina said she was both excited and proud 
of herself for the recognition she has received 
for her play.
	 “I’ve been playing softball since I was six,” 
she said. “From the start I really liked it. I also 
liked figure skating but I felt like softball was 
way more fun and I enjoyed it more.”
	 In 2022, Giardina, played for the 12U Israeli 
national softball team in Italy. The team, which 

is part of the World Baseball Softball Confeder-
ation Europe, competed for the European Mas-
simo Romeo Youth Trophy (EMRYT).
	 She considered the moment a highlight in her 
young softball career.
	 “Pitching for team Israel was kind of amaz-
ing,” she said. “[The fact] that I was represent-
ing Israel, that was really cool.”
	 “They ended up going to the championship 
game but lost to Italy by a couple of runs,” said 
Tim. “It was just incredible and a cool experi-
ence.”
	 Despite her excellent play, Giardina contin-
ues to practice harder.
	 “I feel like I always want to do better,” she 
said. “Even when I have a great game, I know I 
can be better. It is hard because I go to practice 
in New Jersey. It means that I have to lock in on 
school when I have free time because I have an 
hour before I leave for practice, and I usually try 
to get all my homework and study done.”
	 She cited her parents as her biggest support-
ers. 
	 “My dad played baseball in high school,” she 
said. “He takes me to practice.” 
	 “She works hard,” added Tim. “She’s really 
focused, more than most kids her age. At this 
age, a lot of the kids want to go out and hang 
out and she’s been pretty focused with all this. 
She started playing here in Bay Ridge at six and 
she’s got a pretty good chance at playing Divi-
sion 1 (D1) softball in college. There’s been a 
few other girls that have started playing here and 
play D1 and she’s probably on track for that as 
long as she keeps working hard and practicing.”
	 As for the softball team, hope springs eternal.
	 “It’s a smaller school,” Tim said. “For them 
to be able to compete with athletics on a high-
er level like this is exciting for them and the 
school. She’s a freshman now. We are hoping 
by the time she’s a senior, they can win a state 
championship.”

Freshman hopes to help school win softball title

Claire Giardina looks to keep improving her already impressive skills during her fresh-
man year at Bay Ridge Prep.� Photos courtesy of Tim Giardina

The Bay Ridge Prep softball team has high hopes for the 2026 campaign.
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Back to the Past: When Media 
Was All Opinion, All the Time

DeBessonet’s Broadway revival of “Ragtime” transferred from New York City Center to the Vivian Beaumont Theater, seen here.	 Photos: Matthew Murphy

Lear DeBessonet,  
director of ‘Ragtime,’ 

finds home and 
inspiration in Brooklyn

Lear DeBessonet, Artistic 
Director of Lincoln Center Theater. 
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There was no CNN when the Founding Fathers 
wrote the First Amendment.

It was 1791, so there was no New York Times, 
no Bloomberg, and your sister’s friend’s cousin’s 
boyfriend’s podcast wouldn’t launch for another 
235 years.

Back then, news didn’t break unless the town 
crier tripped over his own words. There were no 
“breaking reports,” no special election coverage, 
no bickering pundits crammed into a single screen. 
News traveled so slowly that it took more than six 
months for word to spread across the thirteen 
colonies that the Revolutionary War was over.

What’s more, the Founding Fathers had a 
completely different understanding of news than 
we do. To them, news and opinion were largely the 
same thing. 

Information came in the form of political 
pamphlets like Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, 
incendiary writing meant to persuade and mobilize. 

These pamphlets, and later newspapers, were 
openly funded by political parties and politicians. 
There was no pretense of objectivity. The goal 
wasn’t balance. It was influence.

The attacks could be vicious and often 
anonymous. One supporter of Thomas Jefferson 
described John Adams as having a “hideous 
hermaphroditical character, which has neither the 
force of a man, nor the gentleness and sensibility of 
a woman.”

Not bad, eighteenth-century insult comic, not 
bad at all, although it would probably sound even 
meaner in a tweet.

If this all feels familiar, it should. We are once 
again swimming in partisan argument, anonymous 
attacks and opinion masquerading as fact, except 

now it arrives instantly, endlessly and everywhere 
at once. 

What were once pamphlets and party papers 
have become social feeds, podcasts and comment 
threads. And artificial intelligence is about to flood 
the zone even further, generating persuasive 
language at a scale the Founders never imagined.

On the one hand, the Founding Fathers lionized 
a free press. They spoke about it with near-
religious fervor. 

Benjamin Franklin warned that “whoever would 
overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by 
subduing the freeness of speech.” Samuel Adams 
wrote that there was “nothing so justly terrible to 
tyrants” as a free press. George Washington 
cautioned that if freedom of speech were taken 
away, Americans could be led “like sheep to the 
slaughter.” James Madison called freedom of the 
press “one of the great bulwarks of liberty.”

These were heady words from heady men, men 
who absolutely despised newspapers. 

John Adams complained that newspapers were 
“the organs of faction,” devoted to spreading 
personal slander and inflaming political passions. 

Alexander Hamilton accused editors of acting 
against the interests of government. Thomas Paine 
dismissed newspapers as “the organs of falsehood; 
they only print what they want you to believe.” 
And Thomas Jefferson wrote that “nothing can 
now be believed which is seen in a newspaper,” 
adding that “truth itself becomes suspicious by 
being put into that polluted vehicle.”

These were fighting words from men who 
sometimes settled arguments with pistols. When 
the Founders talked about “the press,” they weren’t 
talking about journalism as we understand it today. 

They were talking about published opinion: free 
expression, the right to argue in print without fear 
of punishment.

Read the First Amendment closely. The press 
appears alongside religion, freedom of speech, the 
right to assemble and the right to petition the 
government for redress of grievances. These are not 
institutions. They are acts of expression. Facts are 
not mentioned. Objectivity is nowhere to be found. 

That idea came later. What we think of as 
modern journalism — professionalized, fact-
checked, separated from opinion — didn’t emerge 
until the late nineteenth century, when Adolph Ochs 
bought The New York Times. 

Ochs separated editorials from news and rejected 
fraudulent advertising, a radical move at the time. 
He summed up his philosophy with a line that would 
become famous: “All the news that’s fit to print.”

The irony is that this slogan is itself an exercise 
in editorial judgment, which is subjective.

This brings us back to the present. Today’s 
fragmented, opinionated media ecosystem doesn’t 
represent a catastrophic break from American 
tradition. It represents a return to the original model 
— pamphlets everywhere, factions everywhere, 
persuasion everywhere — only now operating at 
digital speed. 

Social media is Common Sense with an 
algorithm. AI is a printing press that can’t be 
unplugged.

The danger isn’t opinion. The Founders assumed 
opinion. The danger is scale — amplification 
without friction, persuasion without accountability 
and now, automation without judgment.

The First Amendment was built for 
pamphleteers, not platforms. It assumed bad speech 
would be answered by more speech, not multiplied 
endlessly by machines to the point no one can 
possibly make sense of it all. 

So when we worry that the media is broken, it’s 
worth remembering: this isn’t collapse; it’s 
reversion, with a powerful new accelerant.

Now the question isn’t how to return to a 
mythical age of objectivity that never truly existed. 

It’s whether a democracy designed for 
pamphlets can survive algorithms.

Adam L. Penenberg is a 
journalism professor at New 
York University and co-
founder of  The Persuasion  
Engine, an AI 
communications firm.

Image generated using ChatGPT.

Image generated using ChatGPT.



INBrooklyn — A special section of Eagle Urban Media | Brooklyn Daily Eagle | Brooklyn Eagle | Brooklyn Heights Press | Home Reporter | Brooklyn Spectator | Greenpoint Gazette • Week of March 12-19, 2026 | 3INB 



A Special Centerfold Section by Eagle Urban Media4 |

Lear DeBessonet is the Kewsong Lee Artistic 
Director of Lincoln Center Theater (LCT), ran 
Encores! program at New York City Center, and 
she founded the Public Works program at the 
Public Theater. Before this illustrious career, she 
moved to Queens, NY, from Baton Rouge, LA. 

“I moved to New York the day after I turned 
22,” she told the Brooklyn Eagle. In Queens, she 
had a roommate, “and by that I mean, shared a 
room. This is an important distinction!” The move 
to the city was a hard transition.

“At some point during that year, I visited a 
friend who lived in Brooklyn,” DeBessonet said. “I 
remember when I got off the train, I just felt this 
very deep exhale, and I felt like, this is where I 
want to live. I moved that next year, and I’ve been 
in Brooklyn ever since.”

DeBessonet’s debut production as artistic 
director is the Broadway revival of the musical 
“Ragtime,” which opened fall 2025. The show 
transferred to the Vivian Beaumont Theater, “a 
space that is genuinely magical,” according to 
DeBessonet, from a celebrated limited run at New 
York City Center. The production will run through 
June after a four-month extension.

“I think ‘Ragtime’ is touching on a set of 
beautiful and complicated and hard truths about 

America and where we sit in our relationship to the 
American dream,” said DeBessonet. “We don’t 
often have a space that allows us to feel things 
about that: to be able to hold the things that we love 
about this country and also to be able to hold the 
pain that is part of our history, that is not past us.”

The New York Times, which named “Ragtime” 
a critic’s pick, wrote, “The production is … imbued 
somehow with a present-tense sense of civic 
necessity. This is simply what DeBessonet, Lincoln 
Center Theater’s new artistic director, has done for 
years, notably with her productions for the Public 
Theater’s Public Works program.”

DeBessonet’s production of “Ragtime” at City 
Center was a staged concert: orchestra on stage, 
minimal set elements, moments where actors held 
binders of sheet music. To restage it for a full 
production on the Beaumont’s thrust stage — the 
audience surrounds the action on three sides — 
DeBessonet had to start work before the star-
studded cast even got in the room.

“It required a complete reworking and 
rethinking of how we approached the show and the 
design and the movement and the staging,” said 
DeBessonet. “I spent probably eight weeks in the 
rehearsal room with the taped-out dimensions of 
the Beaumont, reworking.”

“For me, it was a truly thrilling creative process, 
because as a director I love to think about my work 
as being like an orchestrator, a conductor of 
emotion throughout the course of the evening, and 
a storyteller holding hands with all of the other 
elements,” she said. 

A thrust stage, like the one at the Delacorte 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.

Lear DeBessonet, director of ‘Ragtime,’ 
finds home and inspiration in Brooklyn
By Ella Spungen and Peter Stamelman

Adding scenic elements like the one shown here was one way DeBessonet’s team enhanced the production of “Ragtime” in the transfer to Broadway.

Nick Barrington, left, plays a precocious 
son to Colin Donnell’s, right, stodgy Father. 
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Lear DeBessonet … finds home and inspiration in Brooklyn  |  CONTINUED FROM PAGE PREVIOUS.

Theater on which DeBessonet directed previously, 
means a director can’t assume the entire audience 
sees the action from the same perspective.

“I moved seats every day during the rehearsal 
process, but I often watched from the furthest 
extremes of the sides,” said DeBessonet. “I wanted 
to really be mindful of how every moment looked 
from every possible seat angle.”

“Ragtime,” written by Terrance McNally and 
based on E.L. Doctorow’s book of the same name, is 
a complex story about turn-of-the-century America. 
It explores the scourge of anti-Black racism, the false 

promise of the American Dream and the potential of 
labor organizing. “Ragtime” is also a New York 
story, complete with Lower East Side street 
corners, Harlem bars, the creak of the aboveground 
A train, commutes in from the suburbs, and a 
nearly explosive conclusion at the Morgan Library.

“If I hadn’t lived here,” DeBessonet said of her 
23 years in New York, “I don’t think I would have 
even been able to understand some parts of the 
story that have informed my direction.”

For DeBessonet, Brooklyn shares parallels with 
“Ragtime.” 

“Brooklyn is just this glorious, explosive 
symphony of humanity 24 hours a day. Part of why 
I love it so much is because it is this collection of 
people coming from all over the world who have 
made their homes together in Brooklyn,” she said.

As a Brooklynite with children, she frequents 
Prospect Park, Coney Island, the Promenade in 
Brooklyn Heights and Brooklyn Bridge Park. Most 
of all, she loves that Brooklyn is a place where, 
unlike Manhattan, almost everyone who is there 
lives there. “I love that home feeling,” she said.

As for the future of her role at Lincoln Center 
Theater, DeBessonet is hoping to continue to build a 
home for all New Yorkers.

“My goal is to build on the legacy of artistic work 
that transports people to a heightened experience 
and to do so in a way that creates the widest possible 
invitation for all New Yorkers and the wider world, 
because New York is a global city,” she said.

Scan QR code to read 
online and see more 
photographs.

Nichelle Lewis and Joshua Henry’s characters 
dream of a better life for themselves and  
their son. 

Shaina Taub (“Suffs”) plays the “radical anarchist” Emma Goldman 
in “Ragtime.”

John Clay III plays the leader and educator Booker T. Washington in 
“Ragtime.” 

LEFT: Brandon Uranowitz as Tateh on the Lower East Side of 1904. • RIGHT: Joshua Henry, 
left, as Coalhouse Walker Jr., Caissie Levy, center, and Brandon Uranowitz as Tateh, right, each 
act as informal representations of each of their communities. 

Ben Levi Ross in the role of Mother’s Younger Brother in the revival of “Ragtime.”
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In “Chinese Republicans,” Alex Lin’s recently 
opened off-Broadway play, Jennifer Ikeda plays 
Ellen, a managing director at a fictional major 
bank and the head of an “affinity group” of female 
Asian employees. She is brisk, acerbic, ambitious 
and definitely a Manhattanite. 

It’s a change for Ikeda, who has made a home in 
Brooklyn for decades. 

When the actor moved to New York in the ‘90s to 
attend the Julliard School, she started, as many do, in 
Manhattan. In 2001, she moved to Greenpoint.

“We heard that it was kind of cool. It was like, 
well, you can get a space for just $100 more than 
the Upper West Side, and you’ll have twice as 
much room,” she laughed. She got a “great railroad 
apartment” in Greenpoint and never looked back. 

Ikeda originally hails from Oakland, CA, and 
found a calm home away from home in Brooklyn.

“I just really loved there was something, espe-
cially when I lived in Clinton Hill, that reminded 
me a little bit more of Oakland and of the Bay 
Area,” she said. “The pace of the neighborhoods,  
the diversity of the neighborhoods, the variety.”

Despite stepping out of the grind of 
Manhattan, Ikeda still drew inspiration from her 
New Yorker status to develop the business-savvy 
Ellen’s character.

Jennifer Ikeda, Brooklyn-based actor, 
goes uptown for “Chinese Republicans”
Ikeda plays a Wall Street banker in the recently-opened Roundabout Theatre production
By Ella Spungen and Peter Stamelman  |  Photos by Joan Marcus

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.

Ikeda and Jodi Long, right, as Phyllis. Their characters share a tense, sometimes mentoring 
relationship at the major bank at which they work.

Ikeda’s character, Ellen, organizes an affinity group with her female Asian coworkers, pictured here, which devolves as the play goes on. 



Jodi Long, Jennifer Ikeda and Jully Lee play coworkers at the fictional bank Friedman Wallace.

Ikeda with Jully Lee, who plays Iris, a Chinese immigrant on an H1B visa — the only member of 
their affinity group not born in the U.S.
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“Our brilliant director [Chay Yew] would be 
giving me adjustments, and he would say things 
along the lines of ‘just be one of those people in the 
subway who’s trying to get around everybody 
else,’” said Ikeda. “Embrace that sort of New York 
sharpness and that efficiency. There’s something 
about the velocity and the speed of the play that is 
served by that New York mentality of being on 
Fifth Avenue at 8:30 a.m. and seeing everybody 
power walking in their suits.”

Ellen undergoes a similar transformation into a 
fast-walking New York businesswoman in “Chinese 
Republicans” — as a young soon-to-be banker, she 
is instructed by a mentor, Phyllis (Jodi Long), to 
obscure elements of her Asian-American heritage, 
including her name, Ailin, 
to get ahead at work.

“Tomorrow, your 
name is Ellen,” says the 
blunt Phyllis, who is “the 
first Chinese woman to 
be managing director in 
the city.” 

In that scene, Ikeda 
transforms on stage into 
young Ailin, a special 
challenge for Ikeda. 

“It’s one of those really 
fun theatrical tricks: you 
do not leave the stage, 
you’re standing in front of an audience, and suddenly 
you are asked to go from age 48 to age 25. The only 
thing that happens is a reorientation of my body in 
the space,” said Ikeda. “Theater is a magic trick that 
you’re performing in front of audiences, and it’s one 
of those magic tricks that relies solely on the actor. 
It’s my favorite kind of challenge.”

As “Chinese Republicans” is a new play, Ikeda 
was able to have a hand in developing her character 
in moments like these. 

“In rehearsals, we tried to really nail down a lot of 
the rhythms of [Lin’s] writing, because there is 
something symphonic about her ear and about the 
way that she captures the way that people speak,” 
said Ikeda. This process also meant that they were 
getting script rewrites right through previews. 
“When did I go off book? I mean, late in the game, 
as early as possible,” she laughed.

For Ikeda, living in Brooklyn steeped in 
hundreds of years of human history shares 
parallels to what she loves about being an actor.

“I used to belong to a CSA in my neighborhood, 
where the pickup was at a church that’s one of the 
oldest churches in Brooklyn. There are gravestones 
that are in Dutch where the date of death is, like, 
16-something,” she said. “You just feel the history. 
You feel the contributions from all the people who 
have been here. It’s something that’s similar to 
acting, just excavating history and character.”

“Chinese Republicans” is open now at 
Roundabout’s Laura Pels Theater through April 5.

 

Jennifer Ikeda, 
Brooklyn-based actor, 
goes uptown for 
“Chinese Republicans”  

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE.

Scan QR code for on 
Jennifer Ikeda and 
“Chinese Republicans”

Ellen serves as a mentor — or tries to — for the younger Katie, played by Anna Zevelson, right. 

Jennifer Ikeda, who 
stars in “Chinese 
Republicans,” a new 
play now open off-
Broadway.
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TV INTERNET PHONE
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.  

If you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can save! 

1-833-323-0160

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!   
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-782-4069

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The 
Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-329-9391

Last year, the Executive Branch and supporters 
in the House delivered the largest tax cut for 
working Americans, middle-class families and 
senior citizens here in Brooklyn and across 
America. Now, with tax season officially underway 
and families preparing their returns, I want to 
highlight that because of the provisions we fought 
for, families can expect larger tax refunds this year.

One of the biggest reasons Brooklyn residents 
will see these savings is the quadrupling of the State 
and Local Tax (SALT) deduction to $40,000 for 
families earning under $500,000 — providing 
meaningful relief from high local income and 
property taxes and benefiting nearly 98% of 
households throughout our entire district.

Senior citizen homeowners may be the biggest 
winners because not only will they benefit from the 
increased SALT deduction, but 88% of all seniors 
will also see the federal taxes they paid on Social 
Security benefits in 2025 refunded to them because 
of an additional deduction of $6,000 that’s available 
for individuals with income up to $75,000 and 
$12,000 for married couples earning up to $150,000.

For our tipped and overtime workers, we 
delivered on our commitment to cut taxes on most 
tips and overtime pay. Tipped workers can deduct up 
to $25,000 per year, with the deduction phasing out 
for higher earners. Those 
workers who are paid 
overtime can also deduct a 
portion of that income, with a 
maximum annual deduction 
of $12,500 or $25,000 for 
joint filers. Gov. Hochul and 
the State Legislature can and 
should match this on the state 
level so these workers get 
double the benefit. 

Additionally, we increased 
the standard deduction to 
$15,750 for individuals, 
$23,625 for heads of 
households and $31,500 for married couples so 
families can keep more of their hard-earned income. 
We also expanded the Child Tax Credit to $2,200 
per child for families with annual incomes of up to 
$200,000 or $400,000 if filing jointly. Finally, we 
expanded 529 education savings accounts to support 
scholarships and school choice.

In a first of its kind, we created a newborn baby 
investment account featuring a $1,000 contribution 
for every American child born after Jan. 1, 2025. 
The account is fully in the child’s name, and the 

parent or guardian is the sole custodian until the 
child turns 18. No contributions are necessary, but 
families may deposit up to $5,000 per year to 
maximize growth. The account has the potential to 
grow to $271,000 by age 18 with maximum 
contributions.

For those who purchased a new American-made 
vehicle last year, we also 
made interest on American-
made vehicles tax deductible. 
Individuals may deduct up to 
a maximum annual deduction 
of $10,000 in interest paid on 
a loan used to purchase a 
qualified American 
manufactured vehicle for 
personal use. The deduction 
phases out for taxpayers with 
modified adjusted gross 
income over $100,000 and up 
to $200,000 for joint filers.

Taken together, these tax 
provisions reflect our commitment to affordability, 
lowering the cost of living and easing the burden on 
working families, seniors and middle-class 
households here in Brooklyn and across America. 
That’s real relief — and it’s exactly what our 
families deserve.

Delivering tax relief for 
Brooklyn families: What 
the new tax provisions mean 
for your refund this year
By Rep. Nicole Malliotakis

Congressmember Nicole Malliotakis, NY-11. 
Photo: Office of Congressmember Nicole Malliotakis

Scan QR code for more 
on tax relief provisions

“Taken together, these 
tax provisions reflect our 

commitment to affordability, 
lowering the cost of living 

and easing the burden 
on working families, 

seniors and middle-class 
households here in Brooklyn 

and across America.”
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By Jim Dolan
	 Just two weeks ago, to end the regular sea-
son on Senior Night, Fontbonne hosted the 
Notre Dame School and beat the Dragons from 
Manhattan 54-35 for a 13-3 third place finish. 
Now in a reseeded CHSAA City Championship 
quarterfinal, the fifth-seeded Dragons were well 
prepared to take on the fourth-seeded Bonnies 
after being beaten by Fontbonne twice during 
the regular schedule.
	 Hoping to at least make the finals to meet 
up with first-seeded Maria Regina again for a 
shot at the championship, the Bonnies had their 
hopes dashed in the Notre Dame game by the 
second quarter when Fontbonne’s leading scor-
er Maryann Polanco drew her third foul and had 
to be benched.
	 In a game of back and forth lead changes, 
the Dragons stuck close to Fontbonne as Po-
lanco returned to the court by the middle of 
the third quarter. Midway through the fourth 
quarter, Polanco eventually fouled out along 
with teammate Sam Spyliopulos, which hand-
icapped Fontbonne’s offense for the rest of the 
game. With two key Fontbonne players out of 
the game, Notre Dame squeaked by with a 46-
45 quarterfinal win to end the Bonnies’ season. 
	 Despite the early exit from the playoffs, 
three key varsity Bonnies earned postseason 
awards that led the team to a hard-fought third 
place Division A finish. First, the team’s high 
scorer, junior Maryann Polanco (272 points) 
was named to the CHSAA‘s First Team. Sec-
ond, senior Lucy Kuhlmann, with 231 points, 
joined Polanco on the First Team.  In addition 
to being named to the First Team, Kuhlmann 
also won the division’s Sportsmanship Award. 
Senior Summer Duffy, who scored 206 points, 
was also recognized and earned a spot on the 
Division A Third Team.  

Bonnies earn 
recognition 
after playoff 
elimination  

Fontbonne head coach Mike Sammon poses with his CHSAA Division A postseason award winners. Left to right are First Team junior 
and leading scorer Maryann Polanco, First Team senior and Sportsmanship Award winner Lucy Kuhlmann and Third Team senior 
Summer Duffy.� Photo courtesy of Maryann Polanco

Maria Regina claims CHSAA City Championship  
By Jim Dolan

	 All year long, the Maria Regina Tigers from Hartsdale in 
Westchester fought to stay in first place in the CHSAA’s Division 
A, accumulating a regular season record of 15-1.  
	 Throughout the campaign, the Tigers’ top competitors were 
the second-place Cardinal Spellman Pilots from the Bronx, 
whom the Tigers beat twice. Oddly enough, it was third-place 
Fontbonne that gave the Tigers their only loss when a short-hand-
ed and highly focused Bonnie squad outplayed them on their own 

court several weeks ago.
	 With both Maria Regina and Cardinal Spellman breezing 
though the playoffs, they finally met for the CHSAA City 
Championship game on March 1 at St. Joseph’s University 
in Fort Greene. As they were accustomed to all year, the Ti-
gers took a 24-10 first quarter advantage that was led by the 
game’s high scorer Kayla Sutherland (19 points).  By the sec-
ond quarter, the Pilot defense had toughened up and allowed 
the Tigers to score just four points, maintaining a 28-19 lead

over Spellman.
	 In the second half, the Tiger offense caught its stride, led by 
Emma Yonkers-Talz (13 points) as Maria Regina finished off 
the third quarter with a 46-30 lead. Down by 16 points in the 
fourth quarter, Spellman’s feisty point guard Milena Amador (16 
points) caught fire to score 13 points to get her team back into 
the game. However, her effort fell short as the Tiger offense out-
paced the Pilots for the final score of 66-50 for the CHSAA City 
Championship win.

The Maria Regina Tigers won the CHSAA City Championship Division A title by beating Cardinal Spellman on March 1 at St. Joseph’s University.� Photo by Jim Dolan 
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2nd department / new Business Formations

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT.  KINGS COUNTY.   
NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST SUCCESSOR IN 
INTEREST TO NYCTL 2008-A TRUST 
AND THE BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON AS COLLATERAL AGENT AND 
CUSTODIAN, PLTF. VS. ROKIAH LEWIS, 
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS TEMPORARY 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
LAURA BULLARD, ET AL, DEFTS. IN-
DEX #517186/16. PURSUANT TO OR-
DER FOR SUBSTITUTION AND NEW 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE AND 
SALE ENTERED JANUARY 27, 2026, 
I WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION IN 
ROOM 224 OF THE KINGS COUNTY 
SUPREME COURT, 360 ADAMS ST., 
BROOKLYN, NY ON APRIL 2, 2026 AT 

2:30 P.M. PREMISES K/A 59 SCHAE-
FER STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11207 
A/K/A BLOCK 3421, LOT 60. JUDG-
MENT AMOUNTS $370,461.98 PLUS 
COSTS AND INTEREST. SOLD SUB-
JECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
OF FILED JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF 
SALE AND THE RIGHT OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA TO REDEEM 
WITHIN 120 DAYS FROM THE DATE 
OF SALE AS PROVIDED BY LAW. AN-
THONY W. VAUGHN, JR., REFEREE. THE 
DELLO-IACONO LAW GROUP, P.C., AT-
TYS. FOR PLTF., 312 LARKFIELD ROAD, 
LOWER LEVEL, EAST NORTHPORT, NY 
11731. FILE NO. 04-50354(2) - #102697

#237841

NOTICE OF SALE    
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, 
NYCTL 2019-A TRUST, AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON AS COLLAT-
ERAL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN FOR 
THE NYCTL 2019-A TRUST, PLAINTIFF, 
VS. DANINO NADLAN, LLC, ET AL., DE-
FENDANT(S).  PURSUANT TO A JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE 
DATED JANUARY 26, 2023 AND DULY 
ENTERED ON MARCH 7, 2023, AND AN 
ORDER SUBSTITUTING REFEREE DAT-
ED NOVEMBER 26, 2024 AND DULY 
ENTERED ON JANUARY 17, 2025, I, 
THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION AT THE 
KINGS COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 
COURTROOM 224, 360 ADAMS 

STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11201 ON 
APRIL 16, 2026 AT 2:30 P.M., PREMISES 
KNOWN AS 1516 SCHENECTADY AVE-
NUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11203. ALL THAT 
CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON ERECTED, 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY 
OF KINGS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK, BLOCK 5023 AND LOT 36. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $115,866.69 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX # 522412/2020.   SIMON 
SHAMOUN, ESQ., REFEREE   BRON-
STER, LLP, 156 WEST 56TH STREET, 
SUITE 703, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

10019, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
#238645

NOTICE TO ART INSTITUTE 
OF NEW YORK CITY INC. 
AND ANY SUCCESSOR-
IN-INTEREST TO SAME

THE ACTION CAPTIONED BOARD 
OF MANAGERS OF MEADOWWOOD 
AT GATEWAY CONDOMINIUM V. 
HELEN DAVIS, LVNV FUNDING LLC, 
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., ART INSTI-
TUTE OF NEW YORK CITY INC., ET 
AL., COMMENCED IN THE SUPREME 
COURT OF KINGS COUNTY, INDEX 
NO. 511382/2025, THE FULL CAPTION 
OF WHICH IS SET FORTH IN THE SUM-
MONS PUBLISHED WITH THIS NO-

TICE, IS AN ACTION TO FORECLOSE 
THE PLAINTIFF’S LIEN FOR UNPAID 
COMMON CHARGES AGAINST CON-
DOMINIUM UNIT 3A (Â€ŒUNITÂ€ ), 
12399 FLATLANDS AVENUE, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11207, A/K/A BLOCK 4423 
LOT 1203 ON THE TAX MAP OF KINGS 
COUNTY. DEFENDANT HELEN DA-
VIS IS THE OWNER OF THE UNIT. THE 
RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE ACTION IS A 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE AND 
SALE AUTHORIZING PLAINTIFF TO 
SELL THE UNIT AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
TO RECOVER THE UNPAID COMMON 
CHARGES AND RELATED CHARGES 
DUE TO PLAINTIFF.

#238408

2nd department/ puBlic legal notices
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For Legal Advertising in 

And assistance filing notices
Please contact us at

Brooklyn Legal Ad Services
Suite 1208

16 Court Street
Brooklyn 11241

brooklynlegalads@gmail.com

718-643-9099 x107
718-643-9099 x105

FOR HELP IN
PREPARATION AND

FILING OF

ALL YOUR LEGAL
NOTICE NEEDS,

CALL ALICE

718-643-9099, EXT 107

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW BUSINESS 

IN NUMEROUS ON-LINE VENUES,
CALL 718-422-7410

FOR CHANGES OF NAME
PLEASE CALL KATRINA ,

718-643-9099, EXT 103

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW BUSINESS 
IN NUMEROUS ON-LINE VENUES, 

E-Mail: jdh@brooklyneagle.com

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. 
But sometimes the meal is a story. And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

Jen Hopewell:
jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. 
But sometimes the meal is a story. And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

Jen Hopewell: jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. 
But sometimes the meal is a story. And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

Jen Hopewell:
jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com

More local news about your
neighbors arrives in your email.
Scan the QRCode on your phone.

More local news about your
neighbors arrives in your email.
Scan the QRCode on your phone.

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. 
But sometimes the meal is a story. And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

Jen Hopewell:
jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com

TO SUBSCRIBE to this publication, E-Mail: Joe@brooklyneagle.com

We Can Expand Your Reach to New Customers EXPONENTIALLY 
Using Images and Social Media Along With 

Our Popular Websites and Blogs
CONTACT JDH@EAGLEURBANMEDIA.COM

agle urban media
Information & Promotion in the Public Interest.

11201
JULES DIAZ PETTA 

PHOTOGRAPHY LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

JULES DIAZ PETTA PHOTOGRAPHY 

LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 

FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 

OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 2/9/2026. 

NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-

TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-

ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 

WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 

SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 

COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 

LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 

LLC  101 CLARK ST APT 21F, BROOK-

LYN, NY, 11201. PURPOSE/CHARAC-

TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#238129

11205
KERRY GRINER LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

KERRY GRINER LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-

GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-

TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 

ON 2/5/2026. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 

KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-

IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 

WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 

SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 

COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 

LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS KER-

RY GRINER  90 CLERMONT AVE, APT 

4 BROOKLYN, NY, 11205. PURPOSE/

CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL 

PURPOSE.
#237852

11207
SYNCWELL LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

SYNCWELL LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-

GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-

TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 

ON 1/2/2026. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 

KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 

DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 

MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/

HER IS NAILAH MILLER 526 NEW JER-

SEY AVE, BROOKLYN, NY, 11207. PUR-

POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-

FUL PURPOSE.
#237168

11216
BACK BURNER 

PRODUCTIONS, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

BACK BURNER PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 

WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 

YORK (SSNY) ON 2/9/2026. NY OFFICE 

LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 

BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/

HER IS STEPHANIE ARD  114 JEFFER-

SON AVENUE, APT 3 BROOKLYN, NY, 

11216. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 

ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#238662

11223
ONYX SECURITY 

SERVICES LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

ONYX SECURITY SERVICES LLC. ARTI-

CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 

SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 

(SSNY) ON 1/8/2026. NY OFFICE LO-

CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 

BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/

HER IS OMAR KAHLIL  1640 OCEAN 

PARKWAY, BROOKLYN, NY, 11223. 

PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 

LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#238364

11233
NEW AMSTERDAM HOME LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

NEW AMSTERDAM HOME LLC. ARTI-

CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 

SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 

(SSNY) ON 2/5/2026. NY OFFICE LO-

CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 

BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-

FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 

SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-

CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 

UPON HIM/HER IS VANESSA VANDER-

LINDE-BROWN, 806 HALSEY STREET 

BROOKLYN, NY, 11233. PURPOSE/

CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL 

PURPOSE.
#238533

11249
PLATED BY KELLY LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
PLATED BY KELLY LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 10/22/2025. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS PLAT-
ED BY KELLY 330 BEDFORD AVE, APT 
2 BROOKLYN, NY, 11249. PURPOSE/
CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL 
PURPOSE.

#237947

 UMBRELLA LEGACY 
PROPERTIES, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UMBREL-
LA LEGACY PROPERTIES, LLC. ARTS. 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE 
(SSNY) ON 2/2/26. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 4214 
THIRD AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11232. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#238017

6 PAR LOFTS LLC
6 PAR LOFTS LLC. FILED 2/19/2026. OF-
FICE: KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT FOR PROCESS & SHALL MAIL 
TO: 100A BROADWAY #456, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11249. PURPOSE: GENERAL.

#238499

NOTABLE TRANSITIONS LLC
NOTABLE TRANSITIONS LLC, ARTS. 
OF ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 
01/12/2026. OFFICE LOC: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: REG-
ISTERED AGENTS INC., 418 BROAD-
WAY, STE R , ALBANY, NY 12207. REG 
AGENT: REGISTERED AGENTS INC., 
418 BROADWAY, STE R , ALBANY, NY 
12207. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PUR-
POSE.

#238571

12207
BUTLER RESIDENTS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
BUTLER RESIDENTS LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 12/18/2025. NY OFFICE LOCA-
TION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS ZENBUSINESS INC. 41 STATE 
STREET, SUITE 112 ALBANY, NY, 12207. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#237646

TASTEBUDS NYC LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TASTEBUDS NYC LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 1/9/2026. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL 
A COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST 
THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS 
ZENBUSINESS INC. 41 STATE STREET, 
SUITE 112 ALBANY, NY, 12207. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#237741

BUILD PEACE LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
BUILD PEACE LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
12/12/2025. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL 
A COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST 
THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS 
ZENBUSINESS INC. 41 STATE STREET, 
SUITE 112 ALBANY, NY, 12207. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#237985

TRADEMARKS STUDIO LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TRADEMARKS STUDIO LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 1/2/2026. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS ZENBUSINESS INC. 41 STATE 
STREET, SUITE 112 ALBANY, NY, 12207. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#238333

MADAM PRESIDENT 
STUDIOS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
MADAM PRESIDENT STUDIOS LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 11/20/2025. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF 
ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS ZENBUSI-
NESS INC. 41 STATE STREET, SUITE 112 
ALBANY, NY, 12207. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PUR-
POSE.

#238696

33426
STUDIO GRAVITON LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
STUDIO GRAVITON LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 8/29/2025. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS GILL 
LAW FIRM PA  1500 GATEWAY BLVD, 
SUITE 220, BOYNTON BEACH, FL, 
33426. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#237067
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By Jaime DeJesus
	 Brooklyn Borough Hall hosted its annual Lu-
nar New Year celebration Feb. 27.
	 The evening included performances, food, 
and a traditional lion dance by TaiShan Du Hu 
Association of America.
	 “Lunar New Year is a time to celebrate re-
newal, family, and community, and that’s exact-
ly what this evening is all about,” said Brooklyn 
Borough President Antonio Reynoso. “I was 
overjoyed to see so many Brooklynites join our 
festivities, and I am so thankful to our partners 
for helping bring this event to life.”
	 Along with Reynoso, the celebration was held 
in partnership with UA3, Wonton Food Inc., and 
the Office of Council Member Susan Zhuang.
	 “What a way to welcome the year of the 

Horse, a symbol of strength, resilience, and for-
ward movement,” said Don Hong, president of 
UA3. “The event highlights the spirit of unity 
that defines the community, emphasizing how 
community members show up for one another, 
move with purpose, and continue pushing for-
ward together.”
	 “Brooklyn is home to fast-growing, vibrant 
Asian communities, and the Asian American 
Federation is honored to join Borough President 
Antonio Reynoso, UA3, and all our local part-
ners in celebrating the traditions and cultural 
heritage that make our neighborhoods so spe-
cial,” said Catherine Chen, CEO of the Asian 
American Federation. “This Lunar New Year is 
the Year of the Fire Horse, which calls on us to 
be bold and drive forward change.”

Borough Hall hosts Lunar New Year partyBorough Hall hosts Lunar New Year party

Kids performed at Brooklyn Borough Hall for the annual Lunar New Year celebration.
� Photos courtesy of the Office of Brooklyn Borough President Antonio ReynosoBorough President Antonio Reynoso hosted the festivities. 
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 Green-Wood Cemetery 
kicked off its sesquicenten-
nial commemoration of the 
start of the Civil War this 
past Sunday with a posse 
of mounted cavalry, foot sol-
diers with muskets, bayonets, 
swords, sabers, color guards, 
drummers and ladies in Civil 
W a r - e r a 

dress. 
We tagged along for 
the grand procession that 
passed throughout the ceme-
tery and by candlelit graves of 
fallen soldiers from both sides 
of the conflict. As we trekked 
through the pathways, there 
were uniformed re-enactors 
-- soldiers standing guard, 
musicians and singers per-
forming Civil War songs.

The event drew thousands 
of relatives, Civil War buffs, 
amateur historians and 
genealogists, local residents 
and hundreds of out-of-
towners. According 
to cemetery his-
torian, author 
and attorney 
J e f f r e y 
Richman, 
4,600 Civil 
War vet-
erans are 
buried in 
Green-Wood, 
making it the 
largest Civil 
War burial site in 
the north, even surpassing 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Also as part of the com-
memoration there were 
encampments of Union and 
Confederate re-enactors who 
pitched tents near the main 
gate, on both Sunday and 
Memorial Day. While step-
ping along in the nighttime 
procession, we came across 
Susan Pulaski, a former 
president of the Bay Ridge 
Historical Society and a com-
mittee chair at Community 
Board Ten. Obviously, pleased 
with the big turnout, was 

our good friend, Green-Wood 
Cemetery honcho Richard 
Moylan.

On Memorial Day, the 
cemetery hosted its 13th 
annual free concert with 
the ISO Symphonic Band 
led by founder and director, 
Bay Ridge Maestro Brian 
Worsdale. Several members 
of the band are current and 
former graduates of Fort 
Hamilton High School.

•••
Michael Connors, 

founding partner and 
president of the Connors 
and Sullivan law firm, is 

the new Kings County com-
mander of the Catholic War 
Veterans. Last year, Connors 
received the “Veteran of 
the Year” Award from 
the New York State 
division of the CWV. 
The Kings County 
Chapter is hold-
ing its annual 
dinner dance on 
Thursday eve-
ning, June 2, at 
7:30 p.m., at the 
Polonaise Terrace, 
150 Greenpoint 
Avenue.

This year, the group 
will be honoring its 

National Commander 
Fred Schwally, 

New York State 
Commander 

J o h n 
Keyes and 
the past 
National 
Chaplain, 
F a t h e r 
Anthony 

Dell’Anno. 
Tickets are 

$75 per person.
•••

Congressmember Michael 
Grimm will be the guest 
speaker at the next meeting 
of St. Patrick’s Men’s Club, on 
Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m., 
in the club room adjacent 
to St. Patrick’s school gym-
nasium at 97th Street and 
Fourth Avenue.

•••
More news from St. 

Patrick’s. On Sunday, June 5, 
after a 2 p.m. special concert 
in St. Patrick’s Church, there 
will be an unveiling and dedi-
cation of a portrait of the late 
Maestro Aldo Bruschi in the 

school auditorium. Also con-
gratulations to St. Patrick’s 
Pastor, Monsignor Joseph 
Nagle, who just marked his 
40th anniversary as a mem-
ber of the clergy.

•••
The Fort Hamilton High 

School Alumni Association 
held its recent pre-show 
annual dinner at Chadwick’s 
Restaurant, 8822 Third 
Avenue. The dinner was host-
ed by Dr. Alice Farkouh, 
the past principal of FHHS 
and the current president 
of the Alumni Association. 
Farkouh is 

the Principal of 
the A. Fantis parochial school 
on Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown Brooklyn.

Among the attendees were 
two past FHHS Assistant 
Principals David Whitebook 
and Tom Greene. Both are 
former presidents of the Bay 
Ridge Community Council, 
and Whitebook serves as a 
t r u s t e e and scholar-

s h i p 

c h a i r -
person of the Kassenbrock 
Brothers Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. Also in 

Muffin’s
Pet Connection

email: judespets@aol.com
By JUDE LASSOW

JACKSON GALAXY: “My Cat From Hell” TV pro-
gram is seen on Animal Planet Saturday nights showing 
a calm behaviorist at a cat’s worst! His unique methods 
work.  Many cats are saved from a trip to a kill shelter.  
Hissing, spitting, biting cats make eye contact with 
Jackson, and trust and hope begin...

HEY JUDE:  “Even though we live together, we do 
not have to be adopted together. We are nine years old. 
We will not scratch or damage your furniture. Hi, I am 
Raven, a sweet, little girl who is half Siamese. I love to 
be affectionate, and play with my toys; you would think 
I was a kitten. I will give you all the love and attention 
you seek. I am spayed, housebroken. Unfortunately we 
are seeking a new home because my mommy has severe 
allergies and is no longer able to keep us.  I hope to join 
your loving family. You will not be disappointed…Hello 
there, I am Figaro a tuxedo cat, cuddly, loving boy. I 
love to snuggle up, play with my toys, act silly and am 
great with animals and people.  Please call our mommy, 
Stephanie 732-864-5990.”

JASPER, DARWIN, AND VESTA – three year old, 
spayed, neutered with shots, affectionate cats need 
new home due to legal action against a tenant. These 
wonderful, loving cats, which are loved, are white with 
some black or gray, and two would love to go to a good 
home as a pair. They are brothers and sister rescued as 
kittens from a backyard. Mistie, a tuxedo cat, is a big 
couch potato and very laid back. Contact Troyens44@
yahoo.com.
 
“Hi, I’m Tali, a gorgeous, white long-haired cat in search 
of a new home to call my own.  I’m 11 years old but still 
have quite a lot of spunk left.  I’m strictly an indoor cat.  
I won’t scratch your furniture up, I promise. I only have 
back claws.  I have been living with my mom all these 
years, but now there is a toddler. The baby is sweet, but I 
am not used to pinching fingers that grab my tail. I need 
a space where I can be the queen.  Can you find a place 
for me in your quiet home?” 
Kim 718-344-9697

PURRFECT MEWS: All of Jenny’s rescued kitties 
have been adopted into loving homes.
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 MEEOW MEEOW...
Hello there, “I am 
Panela, a fi ve-year-
old, gray and white 
tuxedo kitty. I 
have the softest 
fur and am very 
sweet, but a lit-
tle shy. Once I 
warm up to you, 
I like to read, 
watch TV, surf the 
net and most of the 
time will even help 
you with these things. 
I can also be hap-
pily by myself for 
long periods, but I 
am always avail-
able for play time at a moment’s notice.
 “My outstanding quality is that I am super mel-
low, and a very low maintenance kitty. I am okay 
with cats, dogs and children. However, I would es-
pecially enjoy being the only cat in the house. That 
would be my preference.
 “I am an easy cat to take, as I am meticulous-
ly clean.  I am looking for a new home, a life-long 
friend. I am looking for YOU. Would you like to come 
and meet me?  Look into my stunning yellow eyes, 
and I’ll capture your loving heart.  This could be the 
start of a new friendship. I am purrfect for you.  I 
am spayed with my vaccinations and micro chipped.”  
Please contact cats@zanisfurryfriends.org.  

***
 Zani’s Furry Friends is a 501(c)3 non-profi t or-
ganization committed to rescuing companion ani-
mals from New York City shelters where, unfortu-
nately, they are at signifi cant risk for euthanasia 
due to overcrowding. Beyond directly helping the 
animals they save, their rescue creates space at 
the shelter—thus giving another shelter cat or 
dog an opportunity to await a chance for adoption 
or rescue and thereby potentially saving yet an-
other life.
 The group’s mission is to help you fi nd the perfect 
furry companion for your family and to help every 
animal they rescue fi nd the forever home it deserves. 
The group’s foster home network allows it to become 
fully familiar with each of the available cats and 
dogs and helps ensure the best possible match with 
adoptive families.  Zani’s Furry Friends is a mem-
ber of the Mayor’s Alliance and a New Hope Partner 
with the Animal Care & Control of New York City. 
There are Cat and Dog Adoptions Every Sunday at 
Petco, 1280 Lexington Avenue, between East 86th 
and East 87th Streets in Manhattan from 12:30-
5:30pm.  Hope to see you soon.   

***
 HEY JUDE...WOOF WOOF: “I am heartbroken to 
give up my two half-Pointer-mix, 10-month-old pups. 
Sabrina and Tyson love to play ball and run around. 
Both pups love people, are lap dogs, love to sit with 
you. Sabrina gives kisses but sometimes gives a lit-
tle love bite before kisses. She hates the vacuum 
and barks at it. Tyson loves people, loves to play and 
watch his sister play ball. He loves to play tug of 
war. They are lap pups. He also makes noises like 
Chewbacca from ‘Star Wars.’ It is very cute. I am in 
Lynbrook, New York.” – Jackie, 516-6980-5669.

Photo courtesy of Jude Lassow
Panela needs a loving home.

 Community Education Council 20, which is 
headed by Laurie Windsor, will be highlight-
ing its June monthly meeting agenda with a 
special salute to the PTA/PAs that serve all 
the public schools in District 20. The laudato-
ry session will take place on Wednesday, June 
11, at 7 p.m., at P.S./I.S. 30, 7001 Fourth Ave-
nue.
 It will also be an opportunity for parents 
from other schools to see the interior of 
the district's newest school that was 
built on the former site of the Bay 
Ridge United Methodist Church 
(aka the Green Church).

* * *
 What an absolute terrif-
ic turnout for the street 
co-naming ceremonies in 
honor of the late, great 
Tom Kane. The block that 
Kane grew up on 88th 
street near Colonial Road 
was formally dedicated 
Tom Kane Way and was 
even blessed by Reverend 
Gerard Sauer, the pastor of 
St. Mel's Church, a former as-
sociate pastor at Bay Ridge's St. 
Patrick's Church and a personal 
friend.
 A host of dignitaries were on hand to join 
Kane's family, friends and associates on this 
auspicious occasion. City Councilmember 
Vinnie Gentile -- who ensured the full Coun-
cil approved the co-naming, wrote in the pro-
gram,  "A lifelong Bay Ridge resident, Tom's 
tremendous contributions and achievements 
left an indelible mark on the community he 
loved so much."
 Close friend Frankie Marra sang and 
played "Forever Young" by Bob Dylan. Kane 
was a big, big Dylan fan! 
                                                                     * * *
 Among the marching groups in the recent 
147th annual Brooklyn Memorial Day Pa-
rade was the Society of Old Brookynites. The 
civic organization has been marching in ev-
ery Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade since its 
founding in 1880. 

Its fi rst march was led by former Brook-
lyn Mayor John Ward Hunter, and the 2014 
march was led by Society President and 
Brooklyn historian Ronald Schweiger.
 On Sunday, June 22, at 12:30 p.m., the so-
ciety will be celebrating its 134th anniversa-
ry at the Bay Ridge Manor, 476 76th Street.  
The keynoter for the occasion will be society 
member and New York State Supreme Court 

Justice Arthur Schack who will be 
talking about the history of the 

Boy Scouts, prominent Eagle 
Scouts, and since he was a 

former attorney for Major 
League Baseball, a few 
hits, runs and strikes.
 Also on the pro-
gram will be former 
Brooklyn Borough Pres-
ident Marty Markowitz 
discussing his new role 
as vice president of bor-
ough promotion and en-
gagement for NYC and 

Co.
 The event is open 

to the public. Reservations 
are only $46 which includes 

a full sit-down dinner. Contact 
Sherman Silverman at 718-748-

3165 or send him a check payable to the 
Society of Old Brooklynites, 340 Marine Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, NY 11209.

* * *
 Former Science Assistant Principal and a 
past Bay Ridge Community Council Presi-
dent, Tom Greene was back at Denyse Wharf 
and the adjoining small beach under the 
shadow of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge for 
his group's 25th Bi-Annual Wharf and Beach 
Cleanup. This year, he was joined by 75 high 
school and grade school volunteers.
 Greene continues to press efforts to estab-
lish a Marine Environmental Science Lab at 
the site.  He is also currently a professor at 
Kingsborough College.
 Maria Makrinos, the new president of the 
Fort Hamilton High School Alumni Associa-
tion, stopped, by bringing free doughnuts for 
all the volunteers.

* * *
 The Kings County Republican Party is 
holding its 2014 Lincoln Day Reception and 
Dinner on Sunday, June 22, from noon to 3 
p.m.,  at Gargiulo’s in Coney Island.  Among 
the honored guests will be Westchester Coun-
ty Executive Rob Astorino, the state GOP’s 
candidate for governor.
 He has been tapped as the county’s “Man 
of the Year.” Other honorees include former 
GOP Assembly Candidate Tom McCarthy 
as “Counselor of the Year,” past City Coun-
cil candidate and President of the Brooklyn 
Young Republicans Russell Gallo as “Young 
Republican of the Year,” plus the following la-
dies, as “Women of the Year” Phyllis Carbo, 
Francenia Hall, Joan Braunstein and Mary 
John.
 Tickets are $200 a pop and available at 
www.BrooklynGOP.com.

New school to host � rst council meeting
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Photos by Ted General
Tom Kane’s parents holding 
the new sign.

Members of the Society of Old Brooklynites march 
in the recent Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade with 
Society President and Brooklyn Historian Ron 
Schweiger, center.

To reach Ted General
via the Internet,

his e-mail address is:
General@Journalist.com.

OPINION
Catholic Diocese is  

live-streaming Masses

Since all the churches 
are closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Brooklyn Catholic 
Diocese, which includes 
parishes throughout 
Brooklyn and Queens, has 
been live streaming masses 
in seven different languages 
via its NET TV cable network 
from  St. Joseph Co-Cathedral, 
located at 856 Pacific St.  For 
the live services, click on to 
www.netny.tv/masses. The 
Easter Sunday Mass in En-
glish will stream live at 11 a.m. 

Monsignor Kieran Har-
rington,  the parish rector at 
St. Joseph’s, is also the dioce-
san vicar for communications and associate 
publisher of The Tablet newspaper.

Several area parishes and other houses 
of worship are live streaming also over 
Facebook. In Bay Ridge, St. Patrick’s 
Pastor Gerard Sauer and his parochial 
vicars televise their masses on Facebook/
StPatrickforthamilton. 

***
More fallout as a result of the coronavi-

rus! This year’s Miss Norway of Greater 

New York Pageant, sponsored 
by the Norwegian Immigration 

Association, and the the 65th 
annual 17th of May Norwe-
gian-American Day Parade, 
scheduled for Sunday, May 

17, have been cancelled. The 
Viking march has been re-

scheduled for May 16, 2021.
We recently lost the New 

York City Greek Independence 
Day Parade, sponsored by the 
Federation of Hellenic Societies 
of Greater New York, which had 
been scheduled for March 29 in 
Manhattan.

* * *
As we were going to print, 

we were made aware of a brief 
rally or “RN Shift Change Action” outside 
the Brooklyn VA Medical Center, 800 Poly 
Place in Dyker Heights, on Monday evening, 
April 6. Registered nurses in the ICUs are 
caring for as many as five COVID-19 patients 
at one time. They are calling on VA Secre-
tary Robert Wilkie to demand critical PPE 
equipment and increased staffing.   

* * *
For all who celebrate the Holy Week, have 

a happy and blessed Easter. 
Ebrooklynmedia photos by Ted General

Two young girls celebrated Norwegian pride at last year’s 17th of May Parade. 

Monsignor Kieran 
Harrington, rector 

of St. Joseph 
Co-Cathedral, reads 
the Gospel at Palm 

Sunday Mass.

2026 Half Marathon
starts in Brooklyn

For all of the latest local news, visit BrooklynReporter.com!

6• EAGLE NEWS MEDIA— A SECTION OF HOME REPORTER AND BROOKLYN SPECTATOR • Week of April 10 – April 16, 2020

FOR MORE NEWS, VISIT WWW.BROOKLYNREPORTER.COM

“The circumstances upon 
which we are navigating 
does give one a greater 
sense that the word of 
God might be worth 
more of your time.” 

BEHIND THE CURVE
As the COVID-19 

outbreak continues 
to affect all of our 

lives – for some, in terribly 
tragic ways – the bad news 
can seem all-encompassing.

At the highest levels of 
government, the extremely 
slow and ineffective initial 
response, along with con-
tinued misinformation, lack 
of coordination and often 
selfish decisions, have had 
disastrous consequences in 
terms of exacerbating how 
much carnage this pandemic 
will inflict on our country.

President Trump contin-
ues to blame his most signif-
icant failures on his prede-
cessor. And while President 
Obama was criticized for not 
sufficiently resupplying the 
national stockpile of emer-
gency medical equipment 
like N95 masks after several 
outbreaks and natural disas-
ters during his presidency 
depleted the reserve, and 
legislative haggling in Con-
gress led to budgets not allo-
cating funding to restock the 

supply, it doesn’t change the 
fact that Donald Trump has 
been in office for more than 
three years and his adminis-
tration has taken no steps to 
address what he is blaming 
Barack Obama for.

Trump has also blamed 
the Obama administration 
for the federal government 
not having valid tests for 
COVID-19 sooner, despite the 
reality that tests for a novel 
strain of a virus cannot be 
created until it is identified 
and the world has only been 
aware of COVID-19 for four 
months.

Trump continues to 
tout the anti-malaria drug 
hydroxychloroquine as 
a game-changer that doc-
tors should prescribe to 
COVID-19 patients, saying, 
“What do you have to lose?” 
But medical experts warn 
against possible deadly side 
effects of using it in this 
unproven application. The 
president of the American 
Medical Association said 
that taking it could mean 

“you could lose your life.”
The president’s own ex-

pert, Dr. Fauci, has warned 
against rushing this drug 
into use without further 
testing. At the White House 
press conference on April 
6, when Dr. Fauci was at the 
podium and asked about 
the drug, President Trump 
interrupted and would not 
allow him to provide his 
medical opinion.

The following day, It was 
reported by some media 
outlets that Trump has a 
financial stake in the phar-
maceutical company that 

makes the brand-name ver-
sion of hydroxychloroquine 
and stands to profit from it 
being pressed into wide use.

As of April 7, eight states 
still refused to issue stay at 
home orders. Most of those 
Republican governors 
specifically mentioned that 
they wouldn’t do so unless 
the president told them 
they should or if he issued a 
nationwide order. Not order-
ing a stay at home mandate 
for all 50 states is about as 
effective at isolating the 
virus as allowing restau-
rants to designate one side 
of their establishment as 
the smoking section was at 
keeping secondhand smoke 
away from the rest of their 
patrons.

After several rulings 
swung the decision back 

and forth, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that 
Wisconsin’s April 7 prima-
ry would not be delayed 
and people who didn’t have 
mail-in ballots postmarked 
for that same date would not 
be allowed to vote.

The threat to public 
safety for voters and poll 
workers was evident, but 
the greatest impact would 
be in cities that lean heavily 
democratic. Since the age of 
poll workers skews much 
older, many refused to work. 
The city of Milwaukee, with 
a population of 600,000, usu-
ally has 180 poll sites, but it 
went forward with only five, 
making it more difficult for 
voters to cast their ballots, 
as well as more dangerous, 
since it concentrated more 
people at each site.

Make no mistake, the 
Wisconsin Republican Party 
was eager for this primary 

to take place because it is 
confident that, with sup-
pressed voter turnout in 
metropolitan areas, it can 
pick up a judicial seat that 
will swing a pending ruling 
in its favor, allowing it to 
remove nearly a quarter of 
a million registered voters, 
mostly from urban areas, 
from the rolls.

Democrats in Congress 
must insist that the next 
legislative packages to ad-
dress the fallout from this 
pandemic yield some good 
news and include provi-
sions to provide election in-
tegrity and greater access to 
mail-in voting. While they 
are at it, they should look 
to create a fund to increase 
pay for all essential workers 
and forgive the student loan 
debt of the hospital heroes 
risking their own safety to 
treat the most vulnerable 
among us.

MATTER OF FACT
BY JAY BROWN

PRAYER AND 
CONTEMPLATION

I think most Christians 
will agree that the 
past Palm Sunday was 

unlike any we have ever 
experienced. Certainly, all 
of Holy Week, Easter and 
Passover will unlike any we 
have lived through.

The past two weeks, I 
was able to view Sunday 
services. The first week 
there almost seemed to be a 
bit of shock that the quality 
– not the content – of the 
broadcasts was off. That did 
not seem to be the case as the 
week advanced, and by Palm 
Sunday a true professional 
level was evident in the 
broadcast of the service my 
wife and I viewed.

Of course, we are all look-
ing forward to the ability to 
attend services once again. 
In the interim, I will say that 
a televised service without a 
congregation does allow you 
to focus, due to a lack of dis-
tractions, on the words and 

the message. Not to mention 
the circumstances upon 
which we are navigating 
does give one a greater sense 
that the word of God might 
be worth more of your time.

Interestingly, a central 
part of the Christian mes-
sage is that “He shall rise.” 
How many times have we 
heard a similar theme con-
cerning our city, our state, 
our nation and the world in 
recent weeks?

When it comes to religion, 
I am a listener, not one to 
preach. Yet maybe there is a 
message that points us in the 
direction of God coming out 
of these nightmarish events.

***
The governor angered a 

great deal of upstate resi-
dents – in this case defined 
as those living above Orange 
County – when he ordered 
the National Guard to move 
500 ventilators from their 
hospitals into the city for 

temporary assignment. 
They did not believe it would 
be temporary and they did 
not like the idea of a military 
unit doing the work.

Mostly though, they 
seemed not to like the idea 
that he ordered it as op-
posed to asking. The need, 
as any New York City or 
suburban resident would 
tell you, is there and urgent. 
Many of the upstate elected 
officials I spoke with recog-
nized the problem. What 
they told me is that the 
spirit of sharing exists, but 
they needed to be involved 
in the process, which would 
aid in reducing the anxiety 
and pushback from local 
residents. None were con-
sulted and, apparently, 
even the lieutenant gover-
nor, who hails from Erie 
County, was not part of the 
decision process.

Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo flourishes in a vacuum 

of absolute authority. Some 
days it works for the state 
and other days it might 
not work out so well. In-
credibly, the Democrats in 
the Legislature last week 
during the budget deliber-
ations voted him additional 
authority to take over uni-
laterally the finances of the 
state for the remainder of 
the year.

They will tell you that they 
reserved the right to return, 
but made no plans to return 
even in June, when most 

believe the threat will have 
sufficiently passed and we 
will all will have returned 
to work.

The Democratic-con-
trolled Legislature is the 
poster child of dysfunction-
al government, so much so 
that they approved a budget 
that cut funds to food pan-
tries while at the same time 
creating a $100 million bi-
annual program to use tax-
payer dollars to fund their 
political campaigns, added 
an additional $9 billion to 
the state deficit with a hope 
but no commitment that the 
federal government will 
bail them out, and approved 
all sorts of new policies, 
including the expansion of 
a pay raise commission with-
out any real input since the 
public needed to be banned 
from the state capitol.

Emergencies should not 
be used by government 

to suppress public input. 
This emergency was in no 
way manufactured, but it 
was used to do some things 
that likely would not have 
survived in a truly open 
process. The Legislature 
should have done a budget 
without policy, avoided 
politically controversial 
fiscal decisions and made 
plans to come back in early 
June.

***
There are many I have 

thanked these past few 
weeks for their dedication 
during our national emer-
gency, ranging from first 
responders, doctors and 
nurses to farmers and truck 
drivers. One obvious group 
that many of us have left out 
is postal workers. Whether 
it be those processing the 
mail or those delivering it, 
they have all done an amaz-
ing job. Thank you!

COMMON SENSE
BY JERRY KASSAR

OPINION

“Not ordering a stay at 
home mandate for all 50 
states is about as effec-
tive at isolating the virus 
as allowing restaurants 
to designate one side of 
their establishment as 
the smoking section was 
at keeping secondhand 
smoke away from the 
rest of their patrons.”

 Months before Coun-
cilmember Justin Brannan 
voted to defund the police, 
there was a back-and-forth 
going on between the Bay 
Ridge Democrats and the 
Brooklyn Conservative 
Party over a growing feel-
ing that Southwest Brook-
lyn was not as safe as it 
was just two years ago. The 
Democratic club, which 
credits itself with playing 
a key role in electing Bill 
DeBlasio as mayor and 
claims Brannan, Andrew 
Gounardes and Max Rose 
as members, maintained 
the Conservatives were 
wrong. This despite data 
that showed serious crime 
on the increase and quality 
of life crimes such as key-
ing cars and acts of vandal-
ism widespread throughout 
the 68th Precinct.  
 Last Saturday evening, 
the Brothers Bagel shop 
on Fort Hamilton Pkwy 
was hit, not by a holdup 
crew, but rather by three 
guys who trashed the open 
business, resulting in an 

estimated $13,000 in dam-
ages. I expect the NYPD 
will identify and capture 
the three creeps, but is that 
really the point? This type 
of criminal activity in the 
community was virtually 
unheard of as recently as 
2018.
 This, of course, is not the 
only example. Reports of 
violence on Third and Fifth 
Avenues during the day are 
frequent. Deliveries con-
tinue to disappear from the 
porches of homes in Dyker 
Heights and Bay Ridge. 
 Ask Rose, Brannan or 
Gounardes what the staff-
ing level is per tour in the 
68th Precinct these days. 
Watch for the double talk. 
The answer that should 
concern all of us is the bot-
tom line number vs two 
years ago.  If you should 
call Brannan’s office, men-
tion his vote to defund the 
police. The two immediate 
effects that we are feeling 
in Southwest Brooklyn are 
the elimination of $350 
million in police overtime, 

which translates into thou-
sands of hours of reduced 
policing, and the cancella-
tion of a 1,000- plus NYPD 
class. Over the years, Bay 
Ridge in particular has 
benefited from cadets from 
these classes. As part of 
their training and probation 
period, they helped to rein-
force the police on patrol 
in the 68th Precinct. This 
could be as many as a doz-
en extra officer cadets or 
probationary officers being 
available in the community 
for several weeks several 
times a year.
 If you should be speaking 
with Andrew Gounardes, 
ask him about his vote for 
bail reform. As a result of 
his vote, you can attack the 
chief of the NYPD and be 
released.  Just imagine, as 
a result of his vote, how 
fast someone who attacked 
you would be back on the 
streets.  
 If you should run into 
Max Rose (which in Brook-
lyn is highly unlikely), 
question his marching on a 

Staten Island police precinct 
with a group demanding that 
the police be defunded.
 The Democrats claim 
the Conservatives are just 
trying to scare people. I 
ask my readers one simple 
question, “Do you feel as 
safe today in our commu-
nity as you did two years 
ago?” If the answer is no, I 
rest my case. 


 Does anyone doubt that 
Mayor DeBlasio was react-
ing to President Trump’s 
threat of federal law enforce-
ment being utilized in NYC 
to fight lawlessness when he 
ordered the removal of Oc-
cupy City Hall protesters?. 
Like him or not, President 
Trump does what he says he 
is going to do. I doubt we 
were more than a few days 
away from an intervention 
by federal law enforcement 
agencies, which have thou-
sands of sworn members in 
NYC. It’s still a possibility, 
but at least for now they are 
on hold.
 In a city that has had 
horrible imagery these past 
few months, this would not 
have been another imagine 
that the mayor would not 
have cared to see on the 
evening news.
 The return to NYC of 
residents who fled due to 

the virus has been slow, 
with the many BLM and 
Antifa activities further 
slowing the return down. 
The industries – financial, 
insurance and marketing 
–that keep the lights on in 
the skyscrapers may never 
return in full, with online 
commuting beginning to 
take hold. Certainly the 
lack of amenities such as 
the restaurants and enter-
tainment venues further 
reduces the interest of big 
business to renew leases for 
the type of space they have 
enjoyed. Frankly, who pri-
or to a vaccine coming into 
use wants to ride a subway?
 Mayor DeBlasio, in this 
year of the census, and after 
months of denial, appears 
to finally have some aware-
ness that the government 
and city he and his City 
Council created over the 
past few years are on the 
verge of collapse.

“Reports of violence 
on Third and Fifth 
Avenues during the 
day are frequent. 
Deliveries continue 
to disappear from 
the porches of homes 
in Dyker Heights and 
Bay Ridge.
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“The circumstances upon 
which we are navigating 
does give one a greater 
sense that the word of 
God might be worth 
more of your time.” 

BEHIND THE CURVE
As the COVID-19 

outbreak continues 
to affect all of our 

lives – for some, in terribly 
tragic ways – the bad news 
can seem all-encompassing.

At the highest levels of 
government, the extremely 
slow and ineffective initial 
response, along with con-
tinued misinformation, lack 
of coordination and often 
selfish decisions, have had 
disastrous consequences in 
terms of exacerbating how 
much carnage this pandemic 
will inflict on our country.

President Trump contin-
ues to blame his most signif-
icant failures on his prede-
cessor. And while President 
Obama was criticized for not 
sufficiently resupplying the 
national stockpile of emer-
gency medical equipment 
like N95 masks after several 
outbreaks and natural disas-
ters during his presidency 
depleted the reserve, and 
legislative haggling in Con-
gress led to budgets not allo-
cating funding to restock the 

supply, it doesn’t change the 
fact that Donald Trump has 
been in office for more than 
three years and his adminis-
tration has taken no steps to 
address what he is blaming 
Barack Obama for.

Trump has also blamed 
the Obama administration 
for the federal government 
not having valid tests for 
COVID-19 sooner, despite the 
reality that tests for a novel 
strain of a virus cannot be 
created until it is identified 
and the world has only been 
aware of COVID-19 for four 
months.

Trump continues to 
tout the anti-malaria drug 
hydroxychloroquine as 
a game-changer that doc-
tors should prescribe to 
COVID-19 patients, saying, 
“What do you have to lose?” 
But medical experts warn 
against possible deadly side 
effects of using it in this 
unproven application. The 
president of the American 
Medical Association said 
that taking it could mean 

“you could lose your life.”
The president’s own ex-

pert, Dr. Fauci, has warned 
against rushing this drug 
into use without further 
testing. At the White House 
press conference on April 
6, when Dr. Fauci was at the 
podium and asked about 
the drug, President Trump 
interrupted and would not 
allow him to provide his 
medical opinion.

The following day, It was 
reported by some media 
outlets that Trump has a 
financial stake in the phar-
maceutical company that 

makes the brand-name ver-
sion of hydroxychloroquine 
and stands to profit from it 
being pressed into wide use.

As of April 7, eight states 
still refused to issue stay at 
home orders. Most of those 
Republican governors 
specifically mentioned that 
they wouldn’t do so unless 
the president told them 
they should or if he issued a 
nationwide order. Not order-
ing a stay at home mandate 
for all 50 states is about as 
effective at isolating the 
virus as allowing restau-
rants to designate one side 
of their establishment as 
the smoking section was at 
keeping secondhand smoke 
away from the rest of their 
patrons.

After several rulings 
swung the decision back 

and forth, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that 
Wisconsin’s April 7 prima-
ry would not be delayed 
and people who didn’t have 
mail-in ballots postmarked 
for that same date would not 
be allowed to vote.

The threat to public 
safety for voters and poll 
workers was evident, but 
the greatest impact would 
be in cities that lean heavily 
democratic. Since the age of 
poll workers skews much 
older, many refused to work. 
The city of Milwaukee, with 
a population of 600,000, usu-
ally has 180 poll sites, but it 
went forward with only five, 
making it more difficult for 
voters to cast their ballots, 
as well as more dangerous, 
since it concentrated more 
people at each site.

Make no mistake, the 
Wisconsin Republican Party 
was eager for this primary 

to take place because it is 
confident that, with sup-
pressed voter turnout in 
metropolitan areas, it can 
pick up a judicial seat that 
will swing a pending ruling 
in its favor, allowing it to 
remove nearly a quarter of 
a million registered voters, 
mostly from urban areas, 
from the rolls.

Democrats in Congress 
must insist that the next 
legislative packages to ad-
dress the fallout from this 
pandemic yield some good 
news and include provi-
sions to provide election in-
tegrity and greater access to 
mail-in voting. While they 
are at it, they should look 
to create a fund to increase 
pay for all essential workers 
and forgive the student loan 
debt of the hospital heroes 
risking their own safety to 
treat the most vulnerable 
among us.

MATTER OF FACT
BY JAY BROWN

PRAYER AND 
CONTEMPLATION

I think most Christians 
will agree that the 
past Palm Sunday was 

unlike any we have ever 
experienced. Certainly, all 
of Holy Week, Easter and 
Passover will unlike any we 
have lived through.

The past two weeks, I 
was able to view Sunday 
services. The first week 
there almost seemed to be a 
bit of shock that the quality 
– not the content – of the 
broadcasts was off. That did 
not seem to be the case as the 
week advanced, and by Palm 
Sunday a true professional 
level was evident in the 
broadcast of the service my 
wife and I viewed.

Of course, we are all look-
ing forward to the ability to 
attend services once again. 
In the interim, I will say that 
a televised service without a 
congregation does allow you 
to focus, due to a lack of dis-
tractions, on the words and 

the message. Not to mention 
the circumstances upon 
which we are navigating 
does give one a greater sense 
that the word of God might 
be worth more of your time.

Interestingly, a central 
part of the Christian mes-
sage is that “He shall rise.” 
How many times have we 
heard a similar theme con-
cerning our city, our state, 
our nation and the world in 
recent weeks?

When it comes to religion, 
I am a listener, not one to 
preach. Yet maybe there is a 
message that points us in the 
direction of God coming out 
of these nightmarish events.

***
The governor angered a 

great deal of upstate resi-
dents – in this case defined 
as those living above Orange 
County – when he ordered 
the National Guard to move 
500 ventilators from their 
hospitals into the city for 

temporary assignment. 
They did not believe it would 
be temporary and they did 
not like the idea of a military 
unit doing the work.

Mostly though, they 
seemed not to like the idea 
that he ordered it as op-
posed to asking. The need, 
as any New York City or 
suburban resident would 
tell you, is there and urgent. 
Many of the upstate elected 
officials I spoke with recog-
nized the problem. What 
they told me is that the 
spirit of sharing exists, but 
they needed to be involved 
in the process, which would 
aid in reducing the anxiety 
and pushback from local 
residents. None were con-
sulted and, apparently, 
even the lieutenant gover-
nor, who hails from Erie 
County, was not part of the 
decision process.

Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo flourishes in a vacuum 

of absolute authority. Some 
days it works for the state 
and other days it might 
not work out so well. In-
credibly, the Democrats in 
the Legislature last week 
during the budget deliber-
ations voted him additional 
authority to take over uni-
laterally the finances of the 
state for the remainder of 
the year.

They will tell you that they 
reserved the right to return, 
but made no plans to return 
even in June, when most 

believe the threat will have 
sufficiently passed and we 
will all will have returned 
to work.

The Democratic-con-
trolled Legislature is the 
poster child of dysfunction-
al government, so much so 
that they approved a budget 
that cut funds to food pan-
tries while at the same time 
creating a $100 million bi-
annual program to use tax-
payer dollars to fund their 
political campaigns, added 
an additional $9 billion to 
the state deficit with a hope 
but no commitment that the 
federal government will 
bail them out, and approved 
all sorts of new policies, 
including the expansion of 
a pay raise commission with-
out any real input since the 
public needed to be banned 
from the state capitol.

Emergencies should not 
be used by government 

to suppress public input. 
This emergency was in no 
way manufactured, but it 
was used to do some things 
that likely would not have 
survived in a truly open 
process. The Legislature 
should have done a budget 
without policy, avoided 
politically controversial 
fiscal decisions and made 
plans to come back in early 
June.

***
There are many I have 

thanked these past few 
weeks for their dedication 
during our national emer-
gency, ranging from first 
responders, doctors and 
nurses to farmers and truck 
drivers. One obvious group 
that many of us have left out 
is postal workers. Whether 
it be those processing the 
mail or those delivering it, 
they have all done an amaz-
ing job. Thank you!

COMMON SENSE
BY JERRY KASSAR

OPINION

“Not ordering a stay at 
home mandate for all 50 
states is about as effec-
tive at isolating the virus 
as allowing restaurants 
to designate one side of 
their establishment as 
the smoking section was 
at keeping secondhand 
smoke away from the 
rest of their patrons.”

 Last week it was re-
ported that on July 17, an 
89-year-old woman was 
viciously attacked by two 
men near 16th Avenue and 
77th Street who physical-
ly assaulted her and then 
lit her shirt on fire. The 
disturbing account of this 
crime elicited condemna-
tion from all local public 
figures and calls for ev-
eryone to work together to 
bring the assailants to jus-
tice.
 Unfortunately, it was yet 
another occasion for some 
bent on trying to turn every 
instance of a criminal act 
in our area into an oppor-
tunity for political attacks. 
Every post sharing this 
news story was flooded 
with negative comments 
about how certain elected 
officials were directly re-
sponsible for this crime, 
including posts by those 
same local legislators in 
which they expressed their 
outrage.
 This is from the now-fa-

miliar playbook, where 
every report of a crime in 
our community is seen by 
some as a ripe opportunity 
to attribute any such act to 
politicians they disagree 
with. The more distressing 
the criminal act, the more 
eager these opportunists 
are to use it as a means of 
political attack.
 The reasons employed to 
justify these attacks run the 
gamut, but are a mix of exag-
gerations, misrepresentations 
and downright false claims.
 It is common to see 
a City Council member 
slammed for being respon-
sible for a crime because 
they voted for bail reform, 
when that legislation was 
actually passed at the 
state level, not by the City 
Council. Typically in these 
situations, when the perpe-
trators of the crime being 
used to attack an elect-
ed official are ultimately 
apprehended, it turns out 
they were not awaiting tri-
al for a previous charge, in 

which case the reform of 
the state’s bail system isn’t 
even at play.
 The fact is, for many 
years before bail reform, 
New York City had been 
decreasing the number of 
people incarcerated pend-
ing trial, as well as the use 
of cash bail, all while crime 
rates declined. Before bail 
reform was enacted, near-
ly 8 in 10 new defendants 
remained free after be-
ing charged with a crime, 
while under the new sys-

tem the rate will be about 
9 in 10. Most defendants 
who needed to post bail to 
avoid pre-trial detention 
under the old system used 
to do just that.
 Another frequent angle 
of attack is to blame Dem-
ocrats for defunding the 
police, which critics assert 
has now handcuffed the 
NYPD and led to rampant 
crime. The problems with 
this claim is that the new 
fiscal year has just started 
and there really hasn’t been 
any significant change to 
the money allocated to po-
licing in the city.
 The coronavirus pan-
demic and the resulting ef-
fects on the local economy 
have caused a $9 billion 
loss of revenue for New 
York City. It is impossible 

to not have cuts in order 
to bridge the shortfall. The 
Department of Education, 
for instance, will see its 
budget slashed by more 
than a half-billion dollars 
at a time when common 
sense would indicate that 
more money is needed to 
open schools in the current 
COVID-19 world.
 The NYPD, by contrast, 
will see less than $400 mil-
lion in cuts, which amounts 
to a 6.8 percent reduction 
from last year. A sizable 
portion of this is being ac-
complished by eliminating 
one of the four new grad-
uating classes of recruits, a 
freeze on adding non-safe-
ty positions, reducing some 
outside contracts, and put-
ting off some purchases of 
new vehicles. These are not 
as much cuts to the funding 
that makes the current po-
lice force operate as they 

are reductions to new, add-
ed spending.
 Everyone using the 
abhorrent attack on an 
89-year-old woman as a 
means to make nonsensical 
connections between pol-
itics and her brutal assault 
are doing just that — they 
are using the victim and 
the ordeal she has gone 
through.
They claim to care more 
about her than anyone else, 
meanwhile their focus is 
not on her but instead on 
trying to manipulate how 
she was physically hurt in 
order to metaphorically 
hurt someone they disagree 
with philosophically. Ea-
gerly looking at bad news 
stories that have affected 
members of our commu-
nity as an opportunity to 
strike only amounts to 
rooting against our com-
munity.

“The coronavirus 
pandemic and the 
resulting effects on 
the local economy 
have cause a $9 bil-
lion loss of revenue 
for New York City. It 
is impossible to not 
have cuts in order to 
bridge the shortfall.

For more great local news coverage,
see BrooklynReporter.com!

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM

OUR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
6-to-3 decision to grant a stay 
in the Democratic New York 
court-fueled effort to disman-
tle the Brooklyn/Staten Island 
congressional seat held by Re-
publican-Conservative Nicole 
Malliotakis was a victory for 
all those who are fed up with 
never-ending political parti-
sanship.
	 The original decision by 
a Manhattan judge, who was 
once a senior staffer to Gov. 
Kathy Hochul, earned a solid 
rebuke from Justice Samuel 
Alito, who wrote the stay was 
necessary given the nature of 
the Democratic law firm’s ar-
guments and the lower court’s 

reasoning. Alito went on to say 
there was a high likelihood 
upon a full hearing that the 
Supreme Court would find the 
New York statute unconstitu-
tional. That in turn would have 
devasting effects to the Demo-
cratic Party on a national level.  
	 Suffice it to say that the 
national Democratic congres-
sional campaign committee 
never wanted the lawsuit that 
was contrived by Democratic 
left-wing Congressman Dan 
Goldman and the Democratic 
Washington Elias law firm, 
well known for looking to 
make a quick buck.
	 Of course, once the lawsuit 
was filed, every imaginable 

Democratic elected official 
and organization in Brooklyn 
piled on. Today they are lick-
ing their wounds. Goldman 
now faces Brad Lander in the 
original Brooklyn/lower Man-
hattan congressional district, 
with Lander a heavy favorite 
to retire Goldman.
	 As a result of the stay, all 
New York State congressional 
seats remain unchanged from 
last year.  
	 Congratulations to Con-
gresswoman Nicole Mallio-
takis, who was reelected in 
2024 in a landslide, winning 
both the Brooklyn and Stat-
en Island parts of the district, 
and is a heavy favorite to win 

re-election again.


	 It is sad when ordinary New 
Yorkers need to spend time de-
fending the NYPD from criti-
cism by the city government 
and often a part of the general 
population.
	 The cops break up a fight 
on the subway, the first thing 
Mayor Mamdani wants to 
know is if the police were fol-

lowing protocol. The NYPD 
uses great restraint when be-
ing harassed in Washington 
Square Park and Mamdani 
fails to defend the cops, being 
far more interested in those ha-
rassing.
	 The mayor has countless 
tried and failed ideas on how 
the NYPD should function 
without a thought for the 
views of the professionals or 
the general public. He acts 
as though terrorism does not 
exist even when it’ss outside 

his door. The end result is a 
never-ending fight to keep 
the resources where they are 
needed in keeping our city 
safe.
	 In this mayor’s adminis-
tration the police are no more 
than a punching bag for his so-
cialistic drivel.
	 Even though we are stuck 
with him for the next few 
years, we have every right 
and numerous reasons not to 
become victims of his dumb 
behavior.

	 The 2026 NYC Half Marathon, sponsored by 
United Airlines, takes place Sunday, March 15, 
from Washington Avenue near  Prospect Park, 
starting at 7 a.m. It then proceeds over the Man-
hattan Bridge along the FDR Drive to East 42nd 
Street through Times Square and turns into Sev-
enth Avenue up to Central Park near E.79th 
Street and Fifth Avenue.
	 According to the Road Runners organiza-
tion, more than 25,000 people took part in the 
last Half Marathon, which turned out to be the 
largest in the country. The two-borough course 
covers 13.1 miles. This event attracted runners 
from around the world. Fees for this race were 
$135 to $160.


	 As a former volunteer community service di-
rector for the Bay Ridge Chapter of the AARP, 
I still informally advise seniors  to take advan-
tage  of the many benefits of AARP member-
ship. One of those perks, which I frequently 
used when I owned a car, was the AARP-spon-
sored defensive driving courses. I took one 
every three years either in person or online to 

continue to refresh my driving skills, and to 
qualify for the completion certificate that saved 
me better than 10% on my auto insurance.
	 Nowadays, you can take the six-hour course 
on a smart phone, computer, laptop or tablet, 
and you don’t have to do it in one sitting. You 
can log off and on at your convenience until you 
finish the course. The current price is $26.95 
plus a $5 fee to have your completion certificate 
registered with the New York State Dept. of Mo-
tor Vehicles. For more information or to sign up 
for the course, visit www.AARPdriversafey.org


	 My hearty congratulations to Timothy Car-
dinal Dolan, the former archbishop for the 
New York Catholic Diocese, for accepting the 
job as co-chief chaplain along with fellow co-
chief Rev. A.R. Bernard, pastor of the Christian 
Cultural Center. Their swearing-in for the new 
posts recently took place in the auditorium of 
NYPD Headquarters in Manhattan. Those on 
the dais included Mayor  Zohran  Mamdani, 
Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch and NYPD 
Chief of the Department Michael J. Lipetri.                              

Runners crossing the finish line in Central Park.� Photo courtesy of FacebookCommissioner Tisch with Cardinal Dolan and Rev. A.R. Bernard.� Photo courtesy of Facebook
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